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FBCOKC – A family of faith, growing in God’s love, striving to be faithful. 

FBCOKC—Come be YOU with US ! 

On Sunday I ended the message by speaking Paul’s words in Ephesians 4 over you as if they were my 

words as your pastor.  Paul wrote to the church in Ephesus, “I urge you to live a life worthy of the 

calling you have received.  Be completely humble, bearing with one another in love.  Make every ef-

fort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  There is one body and one Spirit, just 

as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 

Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.”   

Church family, you are a shining example of 

these words.  You are humble, kind, and loving.  

You hold onto the mission not the method.  

You walk in unity of the Spirit, and I find this 

place to be filled with the peace of Christ.   

You are called for a divine purpose.  All of you.  

You were carefully created by God with all your 

wonderful gifts and personality.  God calls all 

believers to the gospel ministry.  There are no 

sideline Christians, only those living according 

to our one holy calling to go and make disciples 

of all nations.  It is one of the greatest joys in 

my life to watch as each of you step into the 

work God has prepared in advance for you to 

do.  This season in our church’s life is one where our full attention will be turned to this calling we 

have received.  We will spend time praying and listening to God as we seek to serve the Lord in this 

church and beyond our walls.  Pray with me for God to lead us through the “Finding Your Place in 

God’s Kingdom” study we are beginning this week.   

Join us Sunday morning as we look at keys to finding our calling.  In the words of Joey Clifton, “We 

cannot discover our calling from God unless we are in tune with the Spirit, spend quality time in 

prayer, embody the love of Christ, live holy lives, and are willing to wash the feet of others.”  I hope 

to see you Sunday!  We will once again have make-up pictures in the Archives room after worship.  

Please note demo of the second floor of Hobbs began on October 3 and during this period of demoli-

tion we will close the entrance off of Robinson.  We want to protect your tires from any stray debris or 

nails.  We look forward to this next phase of renovations with the Academy!    

I pray for you often church family.  Keep striving to love God, love others, and make disciples.        
Blessings.   Sarah 



I NEVER HAD A PASTOR 

 I’ve been in church all my life, but I never had a pastor. Which may sound strange since my 

father was a pastor. But in those early years, my pre-school years and his pre-War years, he was just 

Daddy. I was six years old when he joined the US Army Air Corps and soon was gone to the South 

Pacific. There was, of course, a pastor of the church we attended, but I didn’t really know him, nor he 

me. I was going into the fourth grade when Daddy came home, and immediately became pastor in 

Drumright, a few years later in Blackwell. So he was pastor of the churches I grew up in, but for me 

he was my father, and that was more important than being my pastor. He was my friends’ pastor, 

but he was my father. He was the pastor of a girl much younger than I, I did not know her back then, 

her name was Saundra Morgan, and it took her a long time to think of him as her husband’s father. 

He was her pastor, he was my Dad.  

 When I went off to college I soon became a pastor myself, and remained so throughout col-

lege and seminary – Ceres, Carney, Donie, and others until Ponca City. From 1955 to 1985 I was my 

own pastor. Then for another thirty years I was interim pastor or itinerant preacher somewhere, and 

although I had membership in a church in Shawnee and later in this church, I still had no pastor, for 

I was gone most of the time. I scarcely knew the pastor. There were some good pastors in these 

churches, some good preachers, but I rarely heard them. The only sermons I heard were my own – 

for better or worse. Some would like to have been pastor to me, and would have been good pastors. 

Perhaps it’s my fault that it never really happened. But I never had a pastor. 

 Until now.  

 At 86 I have a pastor for the first time in my life – her name is Sarah. And that, that her name 

is Sarah, was a surprise to some of my preacher friends, and was to me - serendipity. Some, clergy 

and laity alike, were bothered by the thought of a woman in the pulpit. Would God call a soprano to 

preach? Pulpits need a baritone, better yet, a basso profundo – you know, like God’s voice. 

 I was a preacher and didn’t know how much I needed to hear a sermon. Now I hear a preach-

er who never strays from the text, even when she makes application, and sometimes that’s too close 

for comfort. Sometimes the application is like iodine to a wound; it stings – and heals. Sometimes I 

think she had me in mind Thursday morning as she was preparing to preach. Maybe she did, or 

maybe she had you in mind. 

 There is no special group in her congregation, for everyone is special. She cares for all alike. 

There is no preferred status. Those who do not look the same as “us” or fit our expectations or pref-

erences are as important to her as anyone/everyone else. She got that from Jesus, and from her 

heart. 

 Sarah is not perfect. You and I would be most uncomfortable in the presence of perfection; it 

would be so unlike us. I know scores of pastors, and not one of them is perfect, all are mistake prone. 

I count myself in that group. And her people are not perfect, they too are mistake prone. And she 

forgives them, and brings them to their better self. 

 I was a pastor and did not know I needed a pastor.  Now, at this point in my life I need a pas-

tor, and I have one. Her name is Sarah.  

Pastor Emeritus, Mack Roark 

(I wrote the above several weeks ago in my head, knowing sometime I would put it 
on    paper. Now I know the why of writing it and the when of printing it. It’s Pastor               
Appreciation Week. I appreciate my pastor. I respect her and support her and pray 
for her. And today, in this week set aside to for Pastor Appreciation, I honor her.) 

FAMILY BUILDING COMMUNITY 



Bedlam Canned Food Drive –  
Back By Popular Demand! 
The annual BEDLAM CANNED FOOD DRIVE!!!!  
Will you be backing the Sooners, Cowboys, or Green & 
Gold?  Green & Gold team is Oklahoma Baptist University and 
Baylor University.   
 Let’s see who can give the most canned food donations from 
Sunday, Sept. 4 through Sunday, Nov. 6 to  benefit 
CareForOKC.  We will be using these donations to make 
Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets for families in our       
community. 
 You can score points for your team by donating non-perishable 
food items (see list below for suggestions) at the Drop Box in 
The Commons or Fellowship Hall. Monetary donations are also 

accepted at https://fbcokc.org/give or in person at the church office or during the offering in        
worship. $1 donation equals one can. Click on the link and   select “CareForOKC” in the drop-down 
menu, and then write your team’s name in the “Notes” section (Green & Gold, OU, OSU) to            
designate your donation as part of the Bedlam Canned Food Drive. Look for weekly updates on 
which team is winning!   
 

Suggested Items to Donate: 

 Stuffing mix (Stove Top, etc...) 

 Chicken broth 

 Cake Mixes & Frosting 

 Cranberry Sauce 

 Canned Vegetables (green beans, corn, etc.…) 

 Canned Sweet Potatoes (yams) 

FAMILY BUILDING COMMUNITY 

Week 40  

Day 1 Luke 14-16, Psalm 119:1-32 

Day 2 Luke 17-18, Psalm 119:33-64 

Day 3 Luke 19-20, Psalm 119:65-96 

Day 4 Luke 21-22, Psalm 119:97-128 

Day 5 Luke 23-24, Psalm 119:129-152 

Day 6 Acts 1-2, Psalm 119: 153-176 

Day 7 Acts 3-4, Psalm 120 

Reading the Bible Through Challenge October 3-October 22, 2022 

Week 41  

Day 1 Acts 5-6, Psalm 121 

Day 2 Acts 7-8, Psalm 122 

Day 3 Acts 9-10, Psalm 123 

Day 4 Acts 11-12, Psalm 124 

Day 5 Acts 13-14, Psalm 125 

Day 6 Acts 15-16, Psalm 126 

Day 7 Acts 17-18, Psalm 127 

Week 42  

Day 1 Acts 19-20, Psalm 128 

Day 2 Acts 21-22, Psalm 129 

Day 3 Acts 23-24, Psalm 130 

Day 4 Acts 25-26, Psalm 131 

Day 5 Acts 27-28, Psalm 132 

Day 6 Romans 1-2, Psalm 133 

Day 7 Romans 3-4, Psalm 134 

FBCOKC Ministers and Staff 
 Sarah Stewart, Pastor…………………....…………………………………………………………232-4255 extension 121 

 Brad Stewart, Minister for Discipleship ………………..……………….………....……...232-4255 extension 123 

 Ariel Koerner, Minister for Young Families………………………………………………..232-4255 extension 122 

 Steven McConnell, Minister of Music……………………………….………………………...…...cell: 405-246-6687 

 Don Clothier, Pianist…………………………………………………………………………………….…cell: 405-408-2145 

  Justin Keiser, Facilities Manager………………………………...232-4255 extension 124, cell: 405-968-5962 

Barbara Ward, Financial Services Coordinator…………………….....………………...232-4255 extension 118 

Toni Adams,  Executive Ministry Associate.….…….………………………………….... 232-4255 extension 112 

https://fbcokc.org/give


 FAMILY BUILDING COMMUNITY 

****Come check out 
our puzzle in the 

Commons!  Grab your 
coffee on Sunday 

morning and help us 
build our puzzle.   

Make-up Pictures! It has been w ay too long since 
we’ve done a new church directory.  We are adding new 
members regularly and we need to know each other.  We are 
doing an in-house directory.  Rather than bringing in profes-
sional photographers, these pictures will be more re-
laxed.  We will be taking photos in the Commons after 
church.  Come ready to have your picture taken! Be on the 
lookout for more information regarding our directory.   

The Fall Farm Festival will be October 22, 2022, 
from 3-6pm in the Gym. There will be carnival 

type games, bounce houses, giant Jenga and 
Connect Four, and someone doing hula hoop 

tricks and walking on stilts! It’ll be so much fun! 
As we learn more details, we will keep you post-
ed. Costumes are still encouraged. Bring a non-
perishable item for entry! (You’ll still be let in 
without one) Hope to see you all there. Tell 

friends and family! 

 Find me in the 

Commons and 

drop off donations! 

Thank you! 



FAMILY BUILDING COMMUNITY 

Student Retreat will be November 11-13, 2022. We will be 
staying at St. Crispin’s Retreat Center in Wewoka, OK. To 
sign up, please click on the link or use the QR code. Early 
bird registration is $50 from 9/6 to 10/12. After  
that registration will be $75 until 10/26. October 26th is 
the last day to sign up because we need to get final num-
bers to St. Crispin’s. Scholarships are available. Food will 
be provided. I will send out more information as we get 
closer to the date! Hope to see your youth there. 

REGISTER FOR STUDENT 
RETREAT 

MENtor Monday's is an opportunity  for men to come eat lunch in the Thelma Parks cafeteria with 
some of the 3rd/4th graders.  Pack a sack lunch and spend 30 minutes building relationships and      
connecting with incredible students! You would eat lunch with your group every Monday.  

One key thing to creating a bond is a consistent and reliable figure. Therefore, you will have a grade 
group assigned to you that you will eat and converse with. When you sign up, you can select the lunch 
time of the grade you want. 

 Lunch Schedule:  

 3rd Grade: 12:00 - 12:30 pm 

 4th Grade: 12:40 - 1:10 pm 

If you are interested in this missions opportunity contact Joey Clifton at joeyjclifton@gmail.com 

Pray that God's Spirit will move among us, teaching us all truth.  Pray also that God's Spirit will give 
our church a deep desire to embody the love of Christ in our world every day.  

Women’s Retreat—November 4-6 

It's time to get away! Join us for a great overnight retreat at St. 

Crispin's Retreat Center for a time of renewal, rest, deepening 

relationships, and encouragement. We are strong! We can do 

hard things. 

We will meet at St. Crispin's Friday evening by 6pm (earlier if 

you like) and conclude Sunday afternoon. Bring your friends! 

$20 discount for anyone who brings a friend! 

Cost is $120 which includes seven meals, t-shirt, and lodging for two 

nights. The rooms have two queen beds, so each person will have their 

own bed. If you want your own room, the cost goes up to $160. Feel free to let us 

know if you have a roommate request. 

*Partial or full scholarships are available upon request* 

Register for Women’s 

Retreat here 

https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/b5ce14eb-fa3a-4837-ac5c-5cd6d4506912
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/b5ce14eb-fa3a-4837-ac5c-5cd6d4506912
mailto:joeyjclifton@gmail.com
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/25bb8f23-4a6c-4586-aae5-43cd3bfabbdd
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/25bb8f23-4a6c-4586-aae5-43cd3bfabbdd

