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Singing Prelude                                   This Little Light of Mine                                       Spiritual
Strings and Things — Mel Burrowes and George Calderone

Welcome and Announcements
 

We Approach God’s Presence

Meditation/Bringing in the Light of Christ      

     I Have Decided to Follow Jesus                                 Folk Tune 

Responsive Call to Worship                                                                                       John Yahres            

     Sometimes faith feels simple and clear.
     And sometimes it leads us into questions we did not expect.
          Sometimes the path before us is familiar.
          And sometimes it asks us to leave behind what once felt certain.
     Yet through every season, God remains faithful.
     The One who knows the sparrow knows us.
     The One who calls us by name calls us into deeper life.
          So we come to worship,
          to listen,
          to learn,
          and to follow.
          For in losing what cannot last,
          we discover the life that truly is.

*Hymn I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me Spiritual
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I’m gonna live so………God can use me…
Anywhere, Lord……….anytime…… (Repeat)
I’m gonna work so………God can use me…

Anywhere, Lord……….anytime…… (Repeat)
I’m gonna pray so………God can use me…
Anywhere, Lord……….anytime. (Repeat)

I’m gonna sing so………God can use me…
Anywhere, Lord……….anytime. (Repeat)



*Words of Grace

     Hear the Good News:
     Nothing can separate us from the love of God.
     The One who counts every sparrow and knows 
     every hair upon our heads holds us in mercy and grace.
          In Christ we are transformed, renewed, and invited to begin again.
          Thanks be to God. Amen.

*Prayer for Transformation and New Life

     God of truth and tenderness,
     You call us beyond easy answers and familiar certainties.
     You invite us into a faith that is living, growing, and always becoming.
     Yet we confess that we often cling to what feels safe.
     We hold tightly to assumptions, old fears, and comfortable patterns,
     even when they no longer bring life.
          Sometimes we confuse certainty with faithfulness.
          Sometimes we protect ourselves from change
          rather than trusting your Spirit to guide us.
     Transform our minds when fear shapes our choices.
     Transform our hearts when lesser loyalties distract us
     from the deeper call of your love.
          Open our hearts and minds once more.
     Teach us to listen with courage, to discern with wisdom,
     and to follow wherever Christ leads.
           Help us discover again
          that the path of discipleship is not the loss of life,
          but the way into abundant life.
          Through Christ, our teacher and guide. Amen.
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*Response   
How Great Thou Art

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee,
how great thou art, how great thou art.

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee,
how great thou art, how great thou art.

Hine



We Encounter God in the Word

Jeff Cook, Phillip Munsey, and Congregation
1.Ref. - Jeff & Phillip 2. Ref. - all 3. Verse - Jeff 4. Ref. - all 5. Verse - Phillip 6. Ref. - all

                                     (Refrain) Halle, halle, halle – lu – jah!
Halle, halle, halle – lu – jah!
Halle, halle, halle – lu – jah!
Hallelujah, halle – lu - jah!

Special Music Halle, Halle, Hallelujah Choplin

Matthew 10:24-39

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

The Inclusive BibleGospel Lesson

Sermon “Finding Life!”

Pastor Barb

We Respond to God’s Grace

Congregational Prayers

Silent Prayers

Contemplative Reading      Brian McLarenFaith after Doubt 

God is still speaking. Thanks be to God.

Prayers of the People and Our Lord’s Prayer 

     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
     Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven
     Give us this day our daily bread.
     And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
     And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory. Forever. Amen 4
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Musical Response

God Will Take Care of You

God will take care of you, through every day, o’er all the way.
God will take care of you; God will take care of you.

Martin

We Share God’s Love

Invitation to Generosity

(Offering plates are found by each doorway for your use.)

*Song of Gratitude
Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication

     God of abundant life,
     Receive these gifts and the lives from which they come.
     Use them to strengthen those who are weary, encourage those who are fearful, and
     support the work of justice, compassion, and hope. Teach us to live generously, to 
     follow faithfully, and to trust deeply in your care. 
     Through Christ, who leads us into life. Amen.

We Go to Carry the Light

*Hymn Jesus Calls Us, o’er the Tumult (page 6)

Moment of Mission
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vs. 1,3,4,5 

*Blessing and Benediction

*Sending Blessing

Go Ye, Go Ye into the World

Go ye, go ye, into the world, and tell the story to all believers.
Go ye, go ye, into the world, and I will be with you there!



Supporting Our Service Today

Acolyte: Bella Clapham Song Leaders: Jeff Cook and Phillip Munsey
Liturgist: John Yahres Welcome Table: Sandy Barrie 

Greeter: Wendy Seeley
Head Usher: Gary Leidheiser 

Usher Team: Terry Calderone, George Calderone, Sharon Leidheiser, Wendy Seeley

Technology Team 
 

(Live Streaming, Camera, and Sound Technicians)
Gary Woodrum, Debra Mosely, Maria Groody, David Jack, Linda Newton, Wally Davis, Patty

Fjetland, Scott Mellen, Gary and Sharon Leidheiser

The Lord’s Table was decorated by Victoria Augustine
 

The Sanctuary Flowers are given by Gayle and Wally Davis 
“in celebration of Barbara Talmage’s 90  birthday”.     th

         
The Church Sign was changed by Faye Newton and Lisa Sclafani

 
Sunday Librarian: Ellen Schleicher

 
Fellowship Host: Sara Stafford and Deb Woudenberg

 

Senior Minister:
Rev. Dr. Barbara Dickason, BCC

Music Staff:
Barbara Quinn: Music Director              
Lynda Weston: Bella Handbell Director
 

Staff:
Gary Leidheiser: Custodian
Marguerite Long: Administrative Specialist             
Natashia Laughnan: Social Media and
Communications Specialist
 

Church office hours: Mon.-Thurs., 9 AM - 1 PM 7

Postlude Faith of Our Fathers Henry

Please remain seated in silence for the Postlude as the Light of Christ is carried into the
world. The worship has ended; our service begins.



SpiritFed QR Code

Mon. 06-22
12:00 PM SpiritFed! 
Noon Bible Study via Zoom 
(scan QR code)
Meeting ID: 835 7659 4637   
Passcode: 913882

Tues. 06-23
9:00 AM Staff Meeting
10:00 AM Finance Meeting — CR
2:30 PM VADC — CR

Wed. 06-24
9:00 AM-12:00 PM Library open
10:00 AM Bible Study—CR
3:00 PM Care Task Team — P/Zoom

Fri. 06-26
8:30 AM Men's Weekly Coffee at Panera
9:00 AM Knit Wits—P

Sat. 06-27
8:30 AM Men’s Breakfast—Naar Hall

Sun. 06-28
9:00 AM Library Hour
10:00 AM Worship 
(in situ and virtual)
After Worship: Fellowship Time—Naar Hall
11:00-11:15 AM Library Open
 

Would you like to donate to VUCC online? Use your Smart Phone to scan the QR code on
the right, and it will take you directly to our donations page. It is really easy!

The Week at a Glance

Worship materials are taken from Faith after Doubt, by Brian McLaren.
Brian McLaren. Faith After Doubt: Why Your Beliefs Stopped Working and What To Do About It. (Broadway, New York: St. Martins Publishing Group, 2022) 99-

100. 8
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What does this mean?

Your gifts to Strengthen the Church help support the work of the

Minsterial Excellence, Support, and Authorization (MESA) team at

the National Ministries of the United Church of Christ. This team

supports the critical implementation of denominational polity for

authorized ministry, especially equipping the Committees on

Ministry that determine authorization of those persons who hold

or are pursuing ministerial standing.

In 2025, the MESA team hosted 23 Zoom trainings for Committees

on Ministry (COMs) on the following topics, including:

COM orientations for new and continuing COM members,

particularly in how to offer hospitality to ministers and

Members in Discernment;

Creating ministerial
excellence
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Learn more at www.ucc.org/stc

The Strengthen the Church Offering furthers the work of our
Conference and National Ministries as we work together to

strengthen and renew existing congregations, fund leadership
development, and provide exciting new programs for youth and
young adults. The offering is divided between your Conference

and the National Ministries.

Specialized work on Fitness Reviews;

The Endorsement Process for professional and

governmental chaplaincy;

Among other one-off trainings

Learn more at www.ucc.org/mesa. Your gifts to Strengthen the Church

build up strong leaders across our church. Thank you for your generosity!

In addition, MESA hosted

Boundary Awareness Trainings focused on retired

clergy and ministers serving in specialized settings such as hospital or

university chaplaincy;

Specialized learning for Members in Discernment; Regularly recurring

online affinity groups for Campus Chaplains, Spiritual Support for

Members in Discernment, Military Chaplains, Members in

Discernment in Cross-Cultural Contexts, and VA chaplains;

Targeted trainings with Conference staff focused on

the search and call process, ongoing resource development, and

working with ecumenically ordained ministers. 
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