
 

 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 23, 2026 

Dr. Rev. Barbara Dickason, BCC 
United in Christ’s love, a just world for all! 



IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP, PLEASE SILENCE YOUR ELECTRONIC DEVICES. 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
August 23, 2026 

Singing Prelude                                          Walk with Me            				                                                     Rice 

Walk with me, I will walk with you 
and build the land that God has planned 

where love shines through. 

Welcome and Announcements 

We Approach God’s Presence 

Meditation/Bringing in the Light of Christ   
                                                                        Rock of Ages                                                         Hastings                                            
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
                                                                    	 	 	 	 			                                          
Responsive Call to Worship                                                                                                  John Yahres                              
	 Jesus asks, “Who do you say that I am?” 
	 	 You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
	 Christ calls us into relationship with one another— 
	 to share the gifts entrusted to us,  
	 and to build together a world where all may flourish. 
	 	 We come to offer ourselves to God and to one another. 
	 Christ is building a community where scarcity does not separate us  
	 and difference does not divide us. 
	 	 We come, choosing to be a part of God’s “you-and-me” world. 
	 Come, living stones, gifted and beloved — and give thanks to God!                                                                 

*Hymn 	 	                              My Hope is Built on Nothing Less                                Mote/Bradbury                         
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*Prayer for Transformation and New Life 
	  
	 Living God, 
	 You have created each of us with gifts that can bring compassion, healing, and hope.…. 
	 Free us from the need to accumulate, compete, and control. 
	 	 Teach us to recognize Christ among us, trusting that what we offer is a part of the  
	 	 community Christ is building. Re-member us as your people. Bring us again into  
	 	 relationship, that our lives may proclaim your love and our gifts may serve your world.  
	 	 Amen. 
	  
*Words of Grace 
	  
	 Christ does not build the church from perfect people, but from people who are willing to 	  
	 be shaped by love. God receives us, renews us, and calls forth the gifts within us.  
	 We are forgiven. We are beloved. We are being built together into a dwelling place  
	 for God’s grace. Amen. 
	  

*Response  		 	 	      My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (reprise)              Mote/Bradbury 

On Christ the solid rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
All other ground is sinking sand. 

	 	 	 	 	  
             	 	 	 	 	                                          

We Encounter God in the Word 

Contemplative Reading                            1 The Soul of Money  		                                         Lynne Twist 
God is still speaking. Thanks be to God. 

Special Music                                     How Majestic Is Your Name 	                                                Smith 
Jeff Cook and Phillip Munsey, Duet 

Gospel Lesson                                              Matthew 16:13-20                                                 NRSVue         
	  	 	             The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                                              2 “God’s ‘You-and-Me’ World”                                  Pastor Barb                      
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We Respond to God’s Grace 

Congregational Prayers 

Silent Prayers 

Prayers of the People and Our Lord’s Prayer 

Our Loving God who is above all, holy is your name.   
    May your kin-dom come and  

	 	 your will be done here on earth as it is in heaven.   
    Give us today our daily bread.   

    Forgive the ways in which we have knowingly  
	 or unknowingly caused harm to others,  

	 as we forgive the harm done to us.   
    Protect us in our times of trial,  
	 and keep us from retaliation.   

    For all that is, is Yours;  
	 So we return all that we have claimed as our own  

	 	 to your care.   
	 And we Glorify You, Forever and Ever.  Amen 

Musical Response                                     Prayers of the People		                                  Johansen-Werner 

'Lord, let your kingdom come. Your will be done. 
Lord, let your kingdom come. Alleluia. 

                                                                                               

We Share God’s Love 
Invitation to Generosity 

(The offering plates are found by each doorway for your use.  
For those of us online, please follow the QR code.) 
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*Song of Gratitude                                  3We Are an Offering                                                         Liles 

*Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

	 Generous God,  
	 	 Receive these gifts and receive our lives.  Free us to offer the gifts that are uniquely 	 	  
	 	 ours to give.  Use them to strengthen relationships, restore hope, and build your  
	 	 beloved community.  Re-member us as your people, that together we may help  
	 	 create a world where all can flourish. Amen. 

We Go to Carry the Light

*Hymn	 	                                                Take My Gifts (insert) 
	 	 	 	 	            	 	                                                                 
*Blessing and Benediction 

*Sending Blessing                        Go, My Children, with My Blessing                   Vajda/Welsh Melody 

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone; 
waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 

                              	 	 	 	 	       
Postlude	   	 	 	 	             The Church's One Foundation                                            Wesley 

Please remain seated in silence for the Postlude as the 
Light of Christ is carried into the world.   

The worship has ended; our service begins. 
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Supporting Our Service Today 
Liturgist: John Yahres Song Leader: Jeff Cook and Phillip Munsey 

Acolyte: Bella Clapham Welcome Table: Linda Woodrum Greeter: Charlene Frick 
Head Usher: Rev. Bob Zittel Usher Team: Fran Kulak, Wendy Seeley, John Yahres, Barbara Zittel 

Technology Team 
(Live Streaming, Camera, and Sound Technicians) 

Gary Woodrum, Debra Mosely, Maria Groody, David Jack, Linda Newton, Wally Davis, Patty 
Fjetland, Scott Mellen, Gary and Sharon Leidheiser 

The Lord’s Table was decorated by Victoria Augustine. 
The Sanctuary Flowers are given by the VUCC Flower Ministry 

Sunday Librarian: Helen Markus 
Fellowship Hosts: Sharon & Gary Leidheiser 

1. Twist, Lynne. The Soul of Money: Transforming Your Relationship with Money and Life. W. W. Norton & Company, 2017. Pg 183, 182. 
2.  Boring, “The Gospel of Matthew,” commentary on Matthew 16:13–20. 
3. CCLI Song #16220. 1984 Curb Word Music. CCLI License # 11176734
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