
 

 

Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
October 18, 2026 

Rev. Dr. Barbara Dickason, BCC 
United in Christ’s love, a just world for all! 



 TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
October 18, 2026 

Singing Prelude       		 	          Be Now My Vision v. 1                                  Irish text and tune 

Be now my vision, O God of my heart; 
nothing surpasses the love you impart – 
You my best thought, by day or by night, 

waking or sleeping, your presence my light. 
                       
Welcome and Announcements 

We Approach God’s Presence 

Meditation/Bringing in the Light of Christ        
	 	 	 	 	 	            Give of Your Best to the Savior                                           Barnard                                                                                                                                                                                            
	 	 	 	 	 	                                        
Responsive Call to Worship       	 	 	                                                      Wendy Seeley	 

	 We gather as people created in God’s image. 
	 	 Our lives belong to the One who loves us. 
	 We bring the prayers of our hearts. 
	 	 God draws us together in compassion and care. 
	 Christ calls us to give back to God what is God’s. 
	 	 We offer our voices, our choices, and our lives. 
	 Come, let us worship the God of steadfast love. 
	 	 May that love shape all we do.	 	                                              
	                                                 
*Hymn 	 	                           I Sing the Mighty Power of God1                                                                   Watts 
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*Prayer for Transformation and New Life 

	 God of steadfast love, 
	 	 You have placed your image within us and entrusted us with one another. We confess that  
	 	 competing loyalties divide our hearts. We seek security in what we possess and approval	 	  
	 	 from those who hold power.We overlook your image in people whose needs interrupt our  
	 	 comfort. Forgive us. 
	 	 	 Gather our hearts again in your love.	Give us courage to examine our choices, 
	 	 	 	 wisdom to discern what love requires, and generosity to respond. 
	 	 	 	 	 Through Christ, who calls us to love. Amen. 

*Words of Grace 

	 God’s love never lets go of us. Our failures do not erase God’s image within us. 
	 	 Through mercy, we are forgiven; through grace, we are renewed 
	 	 	 to love God and care for one another. Amen.	  
	  
*Response  	 	 	                 Be Now My Vision v. 3                               Irish text and tune 

Riches I need not, nor life’s empty praise, 
you, my inheritance, now and always; 
You and you only are first in my heart, 

great God, my treasure, may we never part. 
         	                                       

We Encounter God in the Word 

Contemplative Reading                  Heart of a Stranger2                      Angela Warnick Buchdahl                           
God is still speaking. Thanks be to God. 

Special Music                                            Seek Ye First                                                         Lafferty                                              
                                                                       Chancel Choir 

Scripture Lesson                                  Matthew 22:15-22                                                          NIV           
          	  	 	     The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                                                       “So, Give Back”                                               Pastor Barb 
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We Respond to God’s Grace 

Congregational Prayers 

Silent Prayers 

Prayers of the People and Our Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
	 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

	 Give us this day our daily bread.  
	 And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

	 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
	 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory. Forever.  Amen. 

Response	 	 	 	 	 	  I Am Praying [with] You                                      Cluff/Sankey 

With you I am praying, with you I am praying, 
with you I am praying, I’m praying with you. 

We Share God’s Love

Mission Moment                           Neighbors in Need	 	 	 	                        

Invitation to Generosity 

*Song of Gratitude                              Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise God all creatures here below, 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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*Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving and Dedication 

	 God of generous love, 
Receive these gifts and the intentions of our hearts.  Use them to nourish our  
neighbors, strengthen our community, and advance the work of compassion  

	 and justice.  May our resources and our lives serve your loving purpose. Amen. 

We Go to Carry the Light

*Hymn		 	 	 	 	 	      Here I Am, Lord	3			(insert)                                           Schutte 
                            
*Blessing and Benediction 

*Sending Blessing                                 God Be with You                                                       Dorsey 

God be with you, God be with you, 
God be with you till we meet again. (repeat) 

                      
Postlude     		 	 	            I Sing the Mighty Power of God                              ELLACOMBE 
                               
Please remain seated in silence for the Postlude as the Light of Christ is carried into the world.  

The worship has ended; our service begins. 
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Supporting Our Service Today 
Liturgist: Wendy Seeley 

Acolyte: Bella Clapham Welcome Table: Deb Woudenberg Greeter: Jenny Steindam 
Head Usher: Nancy Bennett 

Usher Team: Sue Atkinson, Leslie Chabek, Jim Daugherty, Don Jones, Nancy Knudson 

Technology Team 
(Live Streaming, Camera, and Sound Technicians) 

Gary Woodrum, Debra Mosely, Maria Groody, David Jack, Linda Newton, Wally Davis,  
Patty Fjetland, Scott Mellen, Gary and Sharon Leidheiser 

The Lord’s Table was decorated by Victoria Augustine 
The Sanctuary Flowers were given by Linda Newton & Patty Fjetland  

for Sandy Barrie: “Happy Heavenly Birthday”. 
Sunday Librarian: Helen Markus 

Fellowship Hosts: Church Family Life and Volunteers 
  

1. Words: Isaac Watts, Music: Ellacombe. Public Domain.  
2.Angela Warnick Buchdahl, Heart of a Stranger: An Unlikely Rabbi’s Story of Faith, Identity, and Belonging (New York: Pamela Dorman Books/Viking, 2025), 145, 147, 150. 

3. Words and Music: Daniel L Schutte and New Dawn Music.  Used with permission.  One License #A-743301 
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Mission Moment 
Neighbors in Need 

 

What is the “Neighbors in Need” special mission offering? Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special 
mission offering of the United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion 
throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian 
Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC’s justice ministries to support a 
variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants. Neighbors in 
Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizations doing justice work in their communities. 
These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to community organizing and 
advocacy to address systemic injustice. 

How is the offering used? Through this offering we express our deep commitment to reaching out 
and touching our neighbors with justice and compassion. 

Where and how are the funds dispersed? Not only are NIN funds shared with CAIM, they are 
utilized by staff to develop curated and created social justice resources, i.e. webinars, bible studies, 
curriculums, advocacy tools, etc. within the program areas of environmental justice, racial justice, 
LGBTQ justice, economic justice, women’s justice, immigration justice, and more. Additionally, a 
portion of the monies collected are used to fund grants at the following levels and needs:  
• Direct Service ($1,000 – $3,000) – provides funding to meet the immediate needs of an individual or 

group (i.e. food, clothing, utilities). 
• Advocacy ($3,001 – $5,000) – offers funding to assist communities who wish to change policy on a 

state or federal level via an advocacy campaign. 
• Grass Top ($5,001 – $10,000) – is a highly competitive tier which seeks to award uniquely 

innovative programs which can be replicated in other settings. 

What percentage of NIN donations are used directly to fund our commitment to service and 
mission? At present, we are pleased to state that nearly 100% of the monies raised from are used to 
fund our mission projects and programs which include our largest commitments to NIN grants and 
CAIM. 
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