The End of the Beginning: Am I Good Enough?
5-Day Devotional

THE END OF THE BEGINNING WEEK 3
WHERE THE QUESTIONS BEGIN

Am | Good Enough?

MATTHEW 12:33-35, 36-37 JOHN 15:1-5 Rea’[ Que{ﬁo’“

A Faithful God

1. THE BIGGER PICTURE 2. THE DOUBT, 3. ATREE IS KNOWN

Every ending in Christ births something new. NAMED PLAINLY BY ITS FRUIT
Matthew 12:33-35

Let’s be honest...
“Make a tree good and its fruit will be good,
= = = 7 o 1am definitely or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad,
A not good enough. for a tree is recognized by its fruit. ...

Good Friday ~ Became Easter ~ The ascension ~ Gave way to the | get angry in traffic. ’;‘:’ out ‘l’f; the ozerﬂaw of the heart
and death and new life of Jesus Spirit and the : the mouth speaks.”
age of the church * Tjudge people.

MATTHEW 12:33-34

| have a short temper.

Every transition surfaces questions.

Jesus knew we would have questions, so he gave us the
gospels in advance—and the Holy Spirit to be with us.

What comes out

of our lives—our
words and actions—
reveals what is
stored up inside.

* Sometimes I feel like
one of those snakes
myself.

* After last week’s
message—Dby their fruit
you will recognize them
(Matthew 7:16)—the
question gets louder:

“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”

JOHN 14:18 You don’t get

good fruit from

‘The Holy Spirit... will teach you all things and il

will remind you of everything I have said to you.”

JOHN 14:26

4. WHAT ARE YOU The Spirit Doesn’t 5. TODAY IS THE

FILLING YOUR HEART WITH? Work by Osmosis ASSESSMENT, NOT THE VERDICT

Whatever we store up in our hearts A lot of us expect the Holy Spirit Matthew 12:36-37

is what overflows in our lives. to just flood our hearts with G tell that on the day of jud ¢

IT CAN BE goodness—like putting a textbook O ORI e o uETen
DIFFERENT. under your pillow and hoping the people will give account for every careless word
H knowledge will seep in. they speak... For by your words you will be

@ Scripture acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.

» @ Prayer ' Ly Your words today
<l ' & Godly community are the preliminary
hearing, not the final

@& Encouraging content

‘ ‘ & Worship The Spirit doesn’t work by osmosis. verdict.
The Spirit leads you to the places
0 Obedience where the junk geis displaced—
r L3 N 3 Scripture, devotionals, podcasts, Would your words acquire you if today were that day?
If it's not good—the good news is that whatever is books, and the ordinary means. -~ k i i
in the storage room of your heart can be replaced. You position yourself where This is the time to act—not to panic, but to take seriously
But clearing it out is ongoing work. the Spirit has promised to work. what's being stored up.
6. THE REAL QUESTION A STORY WORTH REMEMBERING THERE'S NO METER RUNNING
2 Martin Luther—an unusually devout monk— Jesus said to Peter, “Seventy times seven”
How G°°d Is GOd . confessed for hours, then returned because (Matthew 18:21-22). Not a bigger number
We ask, “Am | good enough?”—a real question, one everyone asks— peciemenberedongiore sigikTEinenion to count toward—the counting itself is the

5 s told him: *God isn't angry with you; wrong frame.
but ultimately the wrong question. you're the one angry with God.”

The real question is: How good i God, and can I trust that goodness with my badness? Luther had read “the righteousness of God"
1 know Jesus forgives—but | do dumb stuff repeatedly. Does his patience run out? 35 a bar to meet. Then he understood:

Is there a threshold I've already eclipsed? it's not a standard to achieve, but a gift
being handed over. “The righteous will live It's that there’s no meter running at all.
by faith® (Romans 1:17)—not by finally The debt wasn't being tallied toward a limit;

becoming good enough, but by trusting it was already paid in full, once, at the cross.
the goodness already given.

The answer to “Is there a threshold?" isn't
“God's patience is very large” (which still
leaves a limit somewhere to fear).

QUESTIONS. A FAITHFUL GOD. A NEW BEGINNING. /r/\<\



Day 1: You Are Not an Orphan

Reading: John 14:15-18 — Jesus promises that he will not leave his followers without help or comfort,
but will send the Holy Spirit to be with them always.

“If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
advocate to help you and be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in
you. I will not leave you as orphans, I will come to you.]

Devotional: One of the deepest fears a person can carry is the fear of being abandoned. Jesus knew this
about us. Before he left his disciples, he made a promise that echoes across every generation of believers:
I will not leave you as orphans. That promise belongs to you today. Whatever transition, uncertainty, or
question you are walking through right now, you are not navigating it alone. The Spirit of God has been
sent specifically to guide you, teach you, and remind you of everything Jesus has spoken. You do not
have to earn the presence of God. It has already been given. Rest in that today.

Reflection: Where in your life have you been living as though God has already left the room? What
would it look like to trust his presence there today?

Day 2: What Is Filling Your Heart?

Reading: Matthew 12:33-37 — Jesus teaches that what a person says and does flows from what is
already stored within them, and that words reveal the true condition of the heart.

“Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a
tree is recognized by its fruit. You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good?
For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of. A good man brings good things out of the good
stored up in him, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him. But I tell you
that everyone will have to give account on the day of judgment for every empty word they have
spoken. For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.”

Devotional: Jesus is not interested in surface behavior. He goes straight to the source. He teaches that our
words and actions are not random — they are the overflow of whatever we have been storing in our hearts
and minds. This is not meant to condemn you. It is meant to wake you up. The Spirit does not work by
osmosis. Growth requires intentional input. What are you feeding yourself throughout the week? What
voices, images, and ideas are you allowing to settle into your inner life? The good news is that what has
been stored can be replaced. Today is a good day to start.

Reflection: Take an honest inventory of what you have been filling your mind with this week. What
needs to be displaced, and what could you replace it with?



Day 3: The Spirit Leads, But Will You Drink?

Reading: Psalm 23:1-3 — The psalmist describes God as a shepherd who leads his people to rest,
restoration, and the right paths for living.

The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me
beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name’s
sake.

Devotional: The Holy Spirit is not passive. He is actively leading you toward the places where your soul
can be restored and your heart can be renewed. He leads you to still waters, to living waters, to the Word,
to community, to worship. But as the sermon rightly pointed out, you can be led to water and still refuse
to drink. The Spirit will not force growth upon you. He will guide, prompt, and open doors — but you
must choose to walk through them. Willpower alone will never be enough, but surrendered cooperation
with the Spirit is a different thing entirely. Follow the lead today.

Reflection: Is there a prompting from the Spirit you have been ignoring or delaying? What is one step
you can take today to follow that leading?

Day 4: Righteousness Is a Gift, Not a Grade

Reading: Romans 1:16-17 — Paul declares that in the gospel, a righteousness from God is revealed — a
righteousness that comes through faith, from first to last.

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. For in the gospel the righteousness of
God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The
righteous will live by faith.”

Devotional: Martin Luther nearly broke under the weight of trying to be good enough. He spent hours in
confession, terrified that he had already crossed a line with God. Then the Spirit opened his eyes to the
truth in this passage: righteousness is not a standard to be met. It is a gift to be received. God is not
holding a scorecard over your life, waiting for you to reach an acceptable level before he steps in. He has
already stepped in, through Christ. The right standing you have been striving for has already been given
to those who live by faith. You do not have to earn what has already been granted.

Reflection: In what areas of your spiritual life have you been striving to earn what God has already freely
given? How does receiving righteousness as a gift change the way you relate to God today?



Day 5: Abide and Bear Fruit

Reading: John 15:1-5 — Jesus describes himself as the vine and his followers as the branches, making

clear that fruitful living flows from remaining closely connected to him, and that apart from him nothing
lasting can be produced.

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no
fruit, while every branch that does bear firuit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. > You are
already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in
me. “I am the vine, you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

Devotional: The question was never how good are you. The question is how great is our God. Jesus does
not ask you to produce enough fruit to qualify for his presence. He asks you to remain in him, and the
fruit will follow. The branch does not strain to grow grapes. It simply stays connected to the vine. That is
the whole of it. You were never designed to manufacture goodness on your own. You were designed to
abide. When you stay close to Jesus — through prayer, Scripture, worship, and community — his life
flows through you and produces what you could never produce alone. Stay close. That is enough.

Reflection: What does abiding in Christ look like practically in your daily life? Identify one habit or
rhythm you can begin this week that keeps you connected to the vine.



