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Day 1: When You Are Stuck 

Reading: Acts 3:1-5 
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the afternoon. Now a man who was 
lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going 
into the temple courts. When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. Peter looked straight at him, 
as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!”  So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them. 

Devotional: The man at the Beautiful Gate had spent his entire life in the same place, doing the same thing, expecting 
nothing more than a few coins to survive. His rut was not a phase—it was his whole life. Yet God had not forgotten him. 
If you find yourself going through the motions today, existing rather than living, know that your current chapter is not 
your final chapter. God sees you in your stuck place, just as Peter and John saw that man. The first step out of any rut is 
simply to look up. 

Reflection: What would it look like for you to “look up” out of the stuck place you are in today? 

 

Day 2: More Than Enough 

Reading: Acts 3:6-8 
Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, walk.”  Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became 
strong. He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and 
praising God. 

Devotional: Peter had no silver or gold to offer, yet what he carried was worth infinitely more. He carried the name and 
authority of Jesus Christ. The lame man had lowered his expectations to match the smallness of his circumstances, willing 
to settle for coins when restoration was available. God does not deal in bare minimums. He deals in abundance. Consider 
where you have settled for less than what God wants to give you. John 10:10 describes the life Jesus came to bring—not a 
diminished, surviving kind of life, but one that is genuinely full and free. 

Reflection: Where have you settled for less than the abundant life God wants to give you? 

 

Day 3: Grace Comes Unexpectedly 

Reading: Isaiah 61:1-3 
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 
    because the Lord has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
    to proclaim freedom for the captives 
    and release from darkness for the prisoners,  
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 
    and the day of vengeance of our God, 
to comfort all who mourn, 
    and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 
to bestow on them a crown of beauty 
    instead of ashes, 
the oil of joy 
    instead of mourning, 
and a garment of praise 
    instead of a spirit of despair. 
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They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    a planting of the Lord 
    for the display of his splendor. 

Devotional: Seven centuries before the healing at the Beautiful Gate, God was already declaring his intention to restore 
broken people. Beauty for ashes. Gladness for mourning. Praise for despair. This has always been the heart of God—not 
to leave people in their ruin, but to rebuild them into something they could never construct on their own. Grace rarely 
arrives on a schedule we anticipate. It shows up when we have nearly stopped watching for it. That unexpectedness is part 
of what makes it grace. You did not earn it, you did not predict it, and yet here it is. 

Reflection: When has God's grace shown up in your life at a moment you least expected it? 

 

Day 4: Faith Passed Down 

Reading: Acts 3:9-11 
When all the people saw him walking and praising God, they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at 
the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. While the 
man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in the place called Solomon’s 
Colonnade. 

Devotional: The lame man never walked with Jesus during his earthly ministry. His faith came secondhand, carried to 
him by Peter and John, who had received it from Jesus himself. And yet it was no less real, no less powerful, and no less 
life-changing. Every believer today stands in that same line. Someone cared enough to pass the faith along to you. That 
act of sharing is not a minor footnote in the story of the church—it is the story of the church. The chain has held for two 
thousand years because ordinary people refused to stay silent about what God had done. 

Reflection: Who passed their faith down to you, and who might be waiting for you to pass yours to them? 

 

Day 5: You Are Called to the Gate 

Reading: Acts 4:18-20 
Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.  But Peter and 
John replied, “Which is right in God’s eyes: to listen to you, or to him? You be the judges!  As for us, we cannot help 
speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 

Devotional: When ordered to stop speaking about Jesus, Peter and John refused. They could not stay silent about what 
they had seen and heard. That same compulsion belongs to every believer who has experienced the grace of God. You 
have been placed near people who are sitting at their own gates, stuck and surviving, their expectations worn down to 
almost nothing. You may not have the gift of miraculous healing, but you carry the name of Jesus and the testimony of 
what he has done in your life. That is enough. Go to the gate. Look them in the eye. Speak. 

Reflection: Who is the person at “their own gate” that God may be calling you to speak to this week? 

Closing Prayer: Lord, thank you for meeting me in my stuck places and offering more than I ever expected. Give me 
courage, like Peter and John, to speak plainly about what you have done in my life. Help me see the people around me 
who are waiting at their own gates and use me to bring your grace to them. In Jesus' name, Amen. 


