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Galatians 1: No Fine Print 

5-Day Devotional 
Overview of Sermon, Devotion Below 
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Day 1: Grace Without Additions 

Reading: Galatians 1:6-10 

“I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ 
and are turning to a different gospel—which is really no gospel at all.” — Galatians 1:6-7a (NIV) 

Devotional: 
Paul’s astonishment at the Galatians reveals something profound: grace is complete in Christ alone. No human 
additions, qualifications, or requirements can improve what Jesus accomplished on the cross. Today, examine 
your own heart. Have you built toll booths on God’s freeway of salvation—for yourself or others? 

Perhaps you’ve believed you need to earn God’s favor through perfect behavior, or you’ve judged others as “not 
Christian enough.” The gospel Paul preached was radically simple: Jesus paid it all. Nothing you do can add to 
His finished work. 
Let this truth liberate you from performance-based religion. Grace doesn’t need your improvements; it needs 
your acceptance. What “additions” to the gospel have you been carrying? Lay them down today. 
Reflection: What "additions" to the gospel have you been carrying—requirements you place on yourself or 
others? What would it feel like to lay them down? 

 

Day 2: Grace Transforms, Not Conforms 

Reading: Galatians 1:11-17 

“But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace, was pleased to 
reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles…” — Galatians 1:15-16a (NIV) 

Devotional: 
Paul’s encounter with Jesus didn’t erase his personality—it redirected his passion. The same zeal that once 
drove him to persecute Christians became the fire that planted churches across the empire. This is grace’s 
beautiful paradox: it doesn’t grind you into a cookie-cutter mold but focuses your unique strengths toward 
kingdom purposes. 
God designed you with specific gifts, temperaments, and abilities. Grace doesn’t demand you become someone 
else; it invites you to become your truest self in Christ. What are your natural strengths? How might Jesus want 
to redirect them for His glory? 

Perhaps your analytical mind can serve in teaching, your compassion in caring for the hurting, or your creativity 
in worship. Grace transforms your trajectory, not your identity. 
Reflection: What natural strengths or passions do you have that God might want to redirect for His purposes? 
How have you seen Him already doing this? 

 

Day 3: The Freeway of Salvation 

Reading: Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 6:23 

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God—not by works, so that no one can boast.” — Ephesians 2:8-9 (NIV) 

Devotional: 
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Imagine a toll booth on a freeway you didn’t build, collecting fees for a road that’s already free. This is what 
happens when we add requirements to God’s grace. Jesus constructed the entire highway to heaven through His 
death and resurrection. The price has been paid in full. 
Yet we’re tempted to install unauthorized toll booths: “You must dress right, vote right, act right, or believe 
exactly as I do.” These additions aren’t just unnecessary—they’re offensive to the One who paid everything. 
Today, consider: Are you trying to pay for what’s already free? Are you demanding payment from others? The 
gospel invitation is simple: “Come, all who are thirsty, without money and without cost.” Accept this gift freely, 
and extend the same grace to others. 
Reflection: Where are you tempted to add a toll booth—either for yourself or for others? What would it look 
like to tear it down this week? 

 

Day 4: When You Can’t Afford Grace 

Reading: Romans 5:6-8; 1 John 1:9 

“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” — 
Romans 5:8 (NIV) 

Devotional: 
Some people externalize the toll booth, judging others as unworthy. But many internalize it, convinced they 
can’t afford the grace offered to them. Too many mistakes. Too much regret. Too far gone. 
If this describes you, hear Paul’s testimony: he was a murderer of Christians, yet grace found him first. Grace 
didn’t wait for his reputation to recover or his behavior to improve. It simply showed up. The scandal of grace is 
that it comes to us at our worst, not our best. 
You cannot out-sin God’s grace. Your past doesn’t disqualify you; it positions you to understand grace’s 
magnitude. Whatever shame you’re carrying, whatever secret keeps you from fully embracing God’s love—
bring it to the cross today. Grace is always free, always sufficient, always for you. 
Reflection: Is there a part of your past or present that you’ve convinced yourself is too much for God’s grace? 
What would it mean to truly believe that grace is for you—right now, as you are? 

 

Day 5: Fighting for Grace 

Reading: Galatians 2:15-21; Jude 1:3-4 

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the 
body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” — Galatians 2:20 (NIV) 

Devotional: 
Paul’s passionate defense of grace wasn’t theoretical—it was personal. He knew what it meant to receive 
undeserved mercy, and he refused to let anyone diminish it. Sometimes love requires us to fight for truth, to 
protect the gospel’s purity from those who would burden it with human requirements. 
This isn’t about being combative or divisive; it’s about preserving the life-changing message that saved us. In 
your sphere of influence, are you protecting the simplicity of the gospel? When you encounter legalism—
whether in others or yourself—do you have the courage to call it out? 

Grace is worth defending because lives depend on it. People drowning in shame need to know the water is fine 
and the entrance is free. Stand firm in grace today, and help others find the freeway to freedom. 
Reflection: Where do you encounter legalism most often—in yourself, in others, or in a community you are 
part of? What would it look like to gently but firmly contend for grace in that space? 
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