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Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
First Sunday after Epiphany 

January 8, 2023 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS       *Indicates the congregation may stand 
 
PRELUDE 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
            Leader:  The people who sit in darkness 
 People:  have seen a great light. 
 Leader:  Arise, let us leave the gloomy night; 
 People:  let us behold the glorious sight; 
 Leader:  make straight, then, the crooked highways; 
 People:  exalt the valleys and make low the mountains 
 Leader:  to prepare the way of the Lord! 
 People:  To make ready our hearts for his appearance, 
 Leader:  let us celebrate the light of the World, 
 People:  for upon us has the Light shined!  
 
*OPENING HYMN          Blessed Assurance                (U.M. Hymnal) No. 369 

(1) Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

O what a fore taste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

 

Refrain This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long; 

this is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

(3) Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, 

filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 



Refrain This is my story, this is my song, 

   praising my Savior all the day long; 

  this is my story, this is my song, 

 praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
OPENING PRAYER (In Unison)  

 

    Holy God, in this season that commemorates the life and ministry of Jesus, remind us that    
     his ministry is always and ever actively reaching out toward us. And in this hour of worship,  
     help us to be open to the challenges of his words, the power of his healing, and the      
     opportunity to labor alongside him as both Savior and friend. In his holy name. Amen.  
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                       Isaiah 42:1-9 (NRSV) Pg. 670 
    Leader: This is the Word of God! For the people of God! 
    People: Thanks be to God! 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison) 
           Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM  Star in the Desert  By Douglas Nolan 
 
* DOXOLOGY                    Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow         (U.M. Hymnal) No. 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
 Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen. 
 
*PRESENTATION OF GIFTS                            (Offering plates will NOT be passed) 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER (In Unison) 
             Thank you for allowing us this opportunity to faithfully steward your blessings. We will  
              give generously because we know that you are good. You will always provide for every    
              need we may have. Accept these offerings, given with a thankful heart. Amen. 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE                                  For Those Tears I Died         (Family of God Hymnal) No. 436 

(1) You said you’d come and share all my sorrows. 
You said you’d be there for all my tomorrows. 

I came so close from sending you away, 
But just like you promised  
You came here to stay. 

I just had to pray! 
 
 
 



Refrain And Jesus said, “Come to the water, stand by my side. 
I know you are thirsty you won’t be denied. 

I felt every teardrop when in darkness you cried. 
And I strove to remind you for those tears I died.” 

 
(3) Your goodness so great I can’t understand. 
And, dear Lord, I know that this was all planned. 

I know you’re here now, and always will be. 
Your love loosed my chains and in you I’m free. 

But Jesus, why me? 
 

Refrain And Jesus said, “Come to the water, stand by my side. 
I know you are thirsty you won’t be denied. 

I felt every teardrop when in darkness you cried. 
And I strove to remind you for those tears I died.” 

 
*GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 3:13-17 (NRSV) Pg. 3 
    Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord! 
    People: Thanks be to God! 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE Social distancing PASSING of the PEACE – Please NO physical contact – WAVE 

 
MESSAGE When Doves Sing!  
 
*RESPONSE TO THE WORD                                  A MODERN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (In Unison) 
Pastor: Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is one true church, apostolic and universal, whose holy 
faith let us now declare: 
People: We believe in God the Father, infinite in wisdom, power and love, whose mercy is over 
all his works, and whose will is ever directed to his children's good. 
We believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of man, the gift of the Father's unfailing grace, 
the ground of our hope, and the promise of our deliverance from sin and death. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit as the divine presence in our lives, whereby we are kept in 
perpetual remembrance of the truth of Christ and find strength and help in time of need. 
We believe that this faith should manifest itself in the service of love as set forth in the example 
of our blessed Lord, to the end that the kingdom of God may come upon the earth. Amen. 
                                      
*GLORIA PATRI                                         Glory Be to the Father (U.M. Hymnal) No. 70 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
*CLOSING HYMN He Touched Me     (U.M. Hymnal) No. 367 

(1) Shackled by a heaven burden, neath a load of guilt and shame,  
then the hand of Jesus touched me, and now I am no longer the same. 

 
Refrain He touched me. O he touched me, and O the joy that floods my soul! 
 Something happened, and now I know, he touched me and made me whole. 

 
(2) Since I met this blessed Savior, since he cleansed and made me whole, 

I will never cease to praise him; I’ll shout it while eternity rolls. 
 

Refrain He touched me. O he touched me, and O the joy that floods my soul! 
 Something happened, and now I know, he touched me and made me whole. 



*BENEDICTION              
Pastor: May the light always shine in your darkness. 
People: May your ears always hear the Word. 
Pastor: May grace upon grace be yours, 
People: and may the glory of the Father’s only Son be known to you now and forever. 
Pastor: And all God's children said, 
All: Amen!  
 
POSTLUDE 

Please stay in the pews until the Pastor and Choir have exited. 
 

-The flowers on the altar today are given in honor of Chuck & Sue Turner’s 23rd Wedding 
Anniversary! Happy Anniversary! - 

 
**OUR MEMBER TO REMEMBER today is Jodi White. Please take a few moments to sign the 
greeting card on the Action Table to wish her God’s blessings. ** 

 
Prayer List – Faith UMC 

(Any requests received after bulletin completion will still be passed on to the  
Prayer Chain; but will be listed in next week’s bulletin.) 

 
Prayer request to mention week of Jan 8th: 

1. Rob Zanotto- having issues after his aortic valve replacement 
2. Lee Cernaloger- had a stroke and was life flighted to AGH from Jefferson 
3. A neighbor- was in a bad auto accident out of state 
4. Marlene- prayer for healing of ulcers on legs 
5. Please pray for the Hebda family. Millie Kime’s sister Lois passed away. Pray for peace for the 

family. 
6. Sue Fox’s father passed away. Please pray for peace and comfort 
7. Gayle Kochasic’s father Donald Graham passed away. Please pray for the family. 
8. Tim Carroll- pray for healing and comfort from bacterial pneumonia. 
9. Irene Hanna has had surgery and is recovering. Continued prayers are appreciated. 
10. Gary & Jackie- Gary has Parkinson’s and went to the ER with pneumonia. Pray for his healing 

and Jackie who is his caregiver 
 

Continued prayers for: 
Dick & Natalie Berlin, Dick & Pat Bush, Nick Coppage, Joan Nellis, The White Family, Michael 
Scoletti, Obreda Fyock, Bill & Mary Weyel, Joe Ramus, Jane Rivers, Carolyn Carroll, Julie 
Kovacs, Joey Kasunic, Shirley Fabrizi, Stephanie Taczak, Fred Roach, Bob & Mary Zacharias, 
Mike Kleva, Straw Soffronoff, Beth Tyson, Pam Scalf, Dave Morris, Marge Kratofil, Jack & 
Emogene Blair, Sue Harmuth, Martha 
 

OPPORTUNITIES IN THE KINGDOM 
Sunday 
Jan 8th     

8:00 AM 
 

 Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
1st Sunday after Epiphany -Worship Service 

 9:00 AM  Fellowship Hall 
Coffee Hour 
Fellowship & Service 

 9:00 AM  Sunday School 
 10:15 AM    Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

1st Sunday after Epiphany -Worship Service 



Monday 
Jan 9th   

9:00 AM  De- Hanging of the Greens 

Tuesday 
Jan 10th    

7:00 PM  Trustee Meeting 

Wednesday 
Jan 11th                                    

7:00 PM  Choir Practice 

Thursday 
Jan 12th                                    

7:00 PM  Worship Meeting 

Friday  
Jan 13th                               

   
 

Saturday 
Jan 14th  

   

Sunday 
Jan 15th    

8:00 AM  2nd Sunday after Epiphany -Worship Service 

 9:00 AM  Fellowship Hall 
Coffee Hour 
Fellowship & Service 

 9:00 AM  Sunday School 

 10:15 AM  2nd Sunday after Epiphany – Worship Service 

 
 

FUMC ANNOUNCEMENTS 1.8.22 

• Poinsettias are in the fellowship hall for you to take home with you. This Sunday is the last 
Sunday they will be out to take. 

 

• 2023 Directories are on the action table. 
 

• Please reach out to the office if you would like a STATEMENT OF GIVING for last year. 
 

• The office will be CLOSED Monday Jan. 16th for Martin Luther King Day. 
 

• Please reach out to the office if you are interested in serving on any of the Conference 
Committees and we will provide you with a list of the committees and boards that have 
openings. 
  

• Our Safe Sanctuary Training Event has been rescheduled for Saturday, January 28, 2023, from 10 AM to 

noon.  The Rev. Chris Kindle from the WPA UMC Discipleship and Spiritual Formation group will lead the session 
which is open to churches on the Greensburg District.  
All adult church volunteers and employees who have their PA State Clearances (teachers and workers in Christian 
Education, ushers, and those persons holding keys to the church building) should plan to attend to be in compliance 
with our Safe Sanctuary Policy which helps protect children and vulnerable persons from abuse.   
Breakfast pastries and beverages will be offered.   
A sign-up sheet is on the Action Table to indicate your attendance.  
 

• The Greensburg District of the WPAUMC invites you to the annual Martin Luther King Jr Service on January 15, 
2023, at 4:00 pm at Monroeville United Methodist Church, 219 Center Road, Monroeville PA 15146. Our featured 
speaker is the gifted and dynamic Dr. Cynthia A. Bond Hopson. Dr. Bond Hopson is Chief Equity Officer and Assistant 
General Secretary of the Black College Fund (BCF) at the United Methodist Church’s General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry in Nashville, TN where she lives. She received a B.A. in Mass Communications from Clark 
College; an M.S. in Journalism from Murray (KY) State University, and a Ph.D. in Journalism from Southern Illinois 
University in Carbondale. Dr. Bond Hopson is the author of eight books including the marriage devotion I 
Do…Everyday: Wisdom for Newlyweds and Not-So Newlyweds, co-authored with her late husband Rev. Roger A. 
Hopson. Read her blog, listen to her podcast, and stay connected with her at www.drbondhopson.com. Dr. Bond 

http://www.drbondhopson.com/


Hopson will inspire us to live into the values of being prophets and offer ourselves to transform our communities and 
world. All are welcome to attend the special service on January 15, 2023, at 4:00 pm at Monroeville UMC, 219 Center 
Road, Monroeville, PA 15146. 

    OUTREACH ANNOUNCEMENTS               

 

 

 

DESSERTS ARE NEEDED IN JANUARY FOR DELMONT’S MEALS ON WHEELS…48 Regular desserts and 6 

Diabetic desserts are needed.  Signup sheet is on the Action Table. 

 

 

 

In 2023 we will be packing Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes for ages 10-14 (boy and girl).  Be 

looking for sales, clearance items, etc.  Now is a great time to be shopping!  We will be collecting items 

year-round.    In January we will focus on toys such as a foam ball, hacky sack, tennis ball, doll with 

accessories, etch-a-sketch, kaleidoscope, baseball & mitt, yo-yo, small frisbee, small kite, toy cars, 

truck, or boat, soccer ball with manual air pump, small musical instrument 

like a harmonica.   
                              

 

In January we will be collecting laundry detergent for the Mother of Sorrows Community Food Pantry.   

Our goal will be to collect 170 containers of detergent.  It’s not necessary to buy the largest container of 

laundry detergent.  Two medium size containers will make it easier to reach our goal of 170 containers of 

detergent.  Liquid, powder, or pods are acceptable.  Detergent that does not have a scent is also very much 

appreciated.   

 

 

OUTREACH AT A GLANCE 
 

JANUARY 

Donate 170 laundry detergent for Mother of Sorrows Community Food Pantry (due 4/4) 

Donate toys for Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes (ages 10-14) 

 

FEBRUARY 

Souper Bowl luncheon (2/12) 

Donate 170 containers of laundry detergent for Mother of Sorrows Community Food Pantry (due 4/4) 

Donate crafts & activities for Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes (ages 10-14) 

 

 

“Christ has no body now but yours. No hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the 
eyes through which he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he walks to 
do good. Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, yours 
are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours.” 

― Teresa of Avila 

 

In-person attendance week ending 1/1/2023 = 136 

Tithes, offerings, and gifts received for the week ending 1/1/2023 

OUR GIVING IS A REFLECTION OF OUR COMMITMENT TO JESUS CHRIST! 

2023 Annual Operating Budget: $343,067.00 

NEED EACH WEEK  $ 6,597.44   NEED TO DATE  $6,597.44  

RECEIVED 1/1/2023             $ 5,995.00   RECEIVED TO DATE   $ 5,995.00 

(-)SHORTAGE/(+)SURPLUS -602.44   

CAMPERSHIP GOAL 6/1/2022-5/31/2023:      $ 10,000.00 

RECEIVED  $ 10.00   RECEIVED TO DATE $ 8,155.00 


