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n Colossians 2:11-14, Paul takes the entire weight of salvation off our shoulders and Qu e Sti ons
puts it where it has always belonged — on God. God made you alive. God forgave. God ~
erased the debt. God nailed it to the cross. This is the beauty of the gospel message. Once 1. Christ is enough. Where

we open our hearts to the gospel, our rescue is all about God. Jesus is enough for your salvation. do you see that same "Jesus

Today, I want to show you three ways these verses prove it. plus_____"pressure today,
and where are you personally
I. The Diagnosis We Need to Hear tempted to add something
A. Colossians 2:13 - And when you were in trespasses and in the to Christ instead of resting in
uncircumcision of your flesh, Him alone? (Col 2:3,9-10)
B. Being spiritually dead is not measuring how bad you are compared to other people. 2. Sick, weak, or dead?
C. Salvation is a rescue for the ruined. The first step is to admit we need to be rescued. Why does that distinction
matter so much? How
II. The Rescue We Could Never Perform does admitting "I can't
A. Circumcision raise myself" actually free
1. A circumcision not done with hands. Paul calls it the the body of  a person rather than crush
the flesh. them?

2. When does this happen? Colossians 2:12a: when you were buried with him in 3. Working for or working

i : g from. How would you hel
B. Raised to Ijlfe . . o someone see the di}irfferencle)
1. Colossians 2:12b: in which you were also with him ... between working for
2. Who does the raising? Colossians 2:12c: through faith in the salvation and working from
who raised him from the dead. it?> Which of those two have
C. See also Titus 3:5: you tended to live in?

1. ... not by works we had done but according to His
2. ...through the washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit.

3. Godis the one doing the saving. Baptism is the moment you confess before God
and others as to how helpless you are without Him.

4. The certificate erased.
If the ledger is truly blank,
what should change about
how we carry guilt over past

D. Itis all based on faith: you were also raised with him through in the sin? Is there a debt you're
working OfG0d~ . ' still trying to pay that Jesus
E. Colossians 1:13: He has us from the domain of darkness and has already erased?

us into the kingdom of the Son he loves.

S. An appeal, not a work.

II1. The Debt That is Erased Why is it important to see
A. Colossians 2:14: He erased the ... ie,ahandwritten IOU. the conditions of salvation
There’s a ledger. The certificate was against us and opposed to us. as one seamless act of
B. What God did with it: Colossians 2:14: He the certificate of debt, surrender rather than a

C. Areal debt doesn’t vanish. Someone always pays. Colossians 2:14: He .. .and has taken it checklist?

away by nailing it to the cross. Answers

D. See also Ephesians 1:7; 2 Corinthians 5:21: He made the one who did not know sin to be sin

for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. Eﬁle d

E. Complete forgiveness: ..., he made you alive with him and forgave us our Dead

frespasses. Certificate of Death
IV. As We Close... P%ttmg Off

A. The gospel is an invitation to stop. To lay down the impossible job of saving yourself and T ap’i_lsm d

trusting in the one who makes it possible. i;ns errg

B. Your part is to surrender—turning to Him in trust and allowing Him to do only what He If:f;:i

can do. .

Faith
C. Remember: Christ alone. Christ is enough. Will you open your hands and receive what MQ:r cy

He will do for you? Working of God





