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121I have done justice and righteousness; Do not leave me to my oppressors. 
122Be a guarantor for Your servant for good; Do not let the arrogant oppress 
me. 
123My eyes fail with longing for Your salvation, And for Your righteous word. 
124Deal with Your servant according to Your graciousness, And teach me 
Your statutes. 
125I am Your servant; give me understanding, So that I may know Your 
testimonies. 
126It is time for the LORD to act, For they have broken Your Law. 
127Therefore I love Your commandments Above gold, yes, above pure gold. 
128Therefore I carefully follow all Your precepts concerning everything, I hate 
every false way. 
Psalm 119:121–128 (NASB 2020) 
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121I have done justice and 
righteousness; Do not leave me to 
my oppressors. 
Psalm 119:121 (NASB 2020) 



15So David reigned over all Israel; 
and David administered justice and 
righteousness for all his people. 
2 Samuel 8:15 (NASB 2020) 



5He loves righteousness and justice; 
The earth is full of the goodness of 
the LORD. 
Psalm 33:5 (NASB 2020) 
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121I have done justice and 
righteousness; Do not leave me to 
my oppressors. 
122Be a guarantor for Your servant for 
good; Do not let the arrogant oppress 
me. 
Psalm 119:121–122 (NASB 2020) 





7A merchant, in whose hands are 
fraudulent balances, Loves to exploit. 
Hosea 12:7 (NASB 2020) 



14“Like a swallow, like a crane, so I 
twitter; I moan like a dove; My eyes 
look wistfully to the heights; Lord, I 
am oppressed, be my security. 
Isaiah 38:14 (NASB 2020) 
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13Do not give surety beyond your 
means; but if you give surety, be 
prepared to pay. 
Sirach 8:13 (NRSV) 
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2. The cry that calls on God (119:123-126)
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123My eyes fail with longing for Your 
salvation, And for Your righteous 
word. 
Psalm 119:123 (NASB 2020) 



82My eyes fail with longing for Your 
word, While I say, “When will You 
comfort me?” 
Psalm 119:82 (NASB 2020) 



The idea is that of longing for something to the 
point of weakness (see v. 82). He weakens, waiting 
for God’s deliverance, that is, for “the oracle of your 
righteousness,” which could be understood as “your 
righteous oracle.” By oracle he probably means the 
fulfillment of the promise of salvation that God 
made to his people (so a metonymy of cause for 
the effect). He has obeyed God’s word, and the 
enemies have not; therefore he prays for God to 
keep his word to him. He appeals to God to deal 
with his servant by his faithful covenant love 
.and teach him his statutes (s.v. Ps. 23:6 ;כְּחַסְדֶּ�)
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125I am Your servant; give me 
understanding, So that I may know 
Your testimonies. 
Psalm 119:125 (NASB 2020) 



As human beings, we all live out of a sense of our 
identity. “Identity” refers to who you are or believe 
yourself to be. It describes where you fit in the world, 
and reflects how you value that place. A sense of 
identity is formed from many sources: successes and 
failures, the opinion of significant others, self-reflection, 
abilities and disabilities, associations with like-minded 
people, and our closest and most consistent 
relationships. Identity is affected by your age, sex, 
ethnicity, and social class. It’s typically a composite of 
your opinion and the opinions of others.



If a counselee is unaware that his or her identity is 
found in Christ or doesn’t know what that means, then 
the person’s sense of identity will be grounded 
elsewhere, in the many places I mentioned earlier. A 
common way this becomes a problem is when we focus 
our identity on how others treat us, give too much 
weight to their ideas of who we are, or base our sense 
of ourselves on the perceptions of others. But forming 
an identity based on the opinions of others is to build it 
on shifting sand. It encourages people to constantly 
redefine themselves and what is most valuable in light 
of ever-changing situational factors. It is exhausting. It is 
fickle. It is false.





17“The LORD your God is in your 
midst, A victorious warrior. He will 
rejoice over you with joy, He will be 
quiet in His love, He will rejoice over 
you with shouts of joy. 
Zephaniah 3:17 (NASB 2020) 



9“For then I will restore to the peoples 
pure lips, So that all of them may call on 
the name of the LORD, To serve Him 
shoulder to shoulder. 10“From beyond the 
rivers of Ethiopia My worshipers, My 
dispersed ones, Will bring My offerings. 
Zephaniah 3:9–10 (NASB 2020) 
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July 26, 2023

“And the idea is that the words that 
we use are really important. If we call
 ourselves people pleasers, we are 
more likely to act like people pleasers because 
the self-talk, the way we speak to ourselves, the 
way we describe ourselves does implicate our 
identity. So we need to be able to talk to 
ourselves in a way that allows ourselves to act in 
the way we want to act.”







Romans 6:11-14



11So you too, consider yourselves to 
be dead to sin, but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus. 



12Therefore sin is not to reign in your 
mortal body so that you obey its 
lusts, 



13and do not go on presenting the 
parts of your body to sin as 
instruments of unrighteousness; but 
present yourselves to God as those 
who are alive from the dead, and 
your body’s parts as instruments of 
righteousness for God. 



14For sin shall not be master over 
you, for you are not under the Law 
but under grace. 
Romans 6:11–14 (NASB 2020) 
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2. The cry that calls on God (119:123-126)

 A. Longing for deliverance (119:123)
 B. Leaning on His love (119:124)
 C. Living from identity (119:125)
 D. Looking for His justice (119:126)



2. The cry that calls on God (119:123-126)

 A. Longing for deliverance (119:123)
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 C. Living from identity (119:125)
 D. Looking for His justice (119:126)



126It is time for the LORD to act, For 
they have broken Your Law. 
Psalm 119:126 (NASB 2020) 



Exodus 32:9-13



9Then the Lord said to Moses, “I have 
seen this people, and behold, they 
are an obstinate people. 



10So now leave Me alone, that My 
anger may burn against them and 
that I may destroy them; and I will 
make of you a great nation.” 



11Then Moses pleaded with the Lord 
his God, and said, “Lord, why does 
Your anger burn against Your people 
whom You have brought out from the 
land of Egypt with great power and 
with a mighty hand? 



12Why should the Egyptians talk, 
saying, ‘With evil motives He brought 
them out, to kill them on the 
mountains and to destroy them from 
the face of the earth’? Turn from Your 
burning anger and relent of doing 
harm to Your people. 



Remember Abraham, Isaac, and 
Israel, Your servants to whom You 
swore by Yourself, and said to them, 
‘I will multiply your descendants as 
the stars of the heavens, and all this 
land of which I have spoken I will give 
to your descendants, and they shall 
inherit it forever.’ ” 
Exodus 32:9–13 (NASB 2020) 



36Then at the time of the offering of the evening 
sacrifice, Elijah the prophet approached and said, 
“LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, today 
let it be known that You are God in Israel and that I 
am Your servant, and that I have done all these 
things at Your word. 37Answer me, LORD, answer 
me, so that this people may know that You, LORD, 
are God, and that You have turned their heart 
back.” 
1 Kings 18:36–37 (NASB 2020) 
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1.The conundrum that counts on God (119:121-122)

2.The cry that calls on God (119:123-126)

3.The commitment that compounds (119:127-128)



The Servant Who Counts on the Master

1.The conundrum that counts on God (119:121-122)

2.The cry that calls on God (119:123-126)

3.The commitment that compounds (119:127-128)





121I have done justice and righteousness; Do not leave me to my oppressors. 
122Be a guarantor for Your servant for good; Do not let the arrogant oppress 
me. 
123My eyes fail with longing for Your salvation, And for Your righteous word. 
124Deal with Your servant according to Your graciousness, And teach me 
Your statutes. 
125I am Your servant; give me understanding, So that I may know Your 
testimonies. 
126It is time for the LORD to act, For they have broken Your Law. 
127Therefore I love Your commandments Above gold, yes, above pure gold. 
128Therefore I carefully follow all Your precepts concerning everything, I hate 
every false way. 
Psalm 119:121–128 (NASB 2020) 
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commitment compounds



127Therefore I love Your commandments 
Above gold, yes, above pure gold. 
Psalm 119:127 (NASB 2020) 



14I have rejoiced in the way of Your 
testimonies, As much as in all riches. 
Psalm 119:14 (NASB 2020) 



72The Law of Your mouth is better to me 
Than thousands of gold and silver pieces. 
Psalm 119:72 (NASB 2020) 



commitment compounds



commitment compounds



128Therefore I carefully follow all Your 
precepts concerning everything, I 
hate every false way. 
Psalm 119:128 (NASB 2020) 



10Hate evil, you who love the LORD, 
Who watches over the souls of His 
godly ones; He saves them from the 
hand of the wicked. 
Psalm 97:10 (NASB 2020) 



The Servant Who Counts on the Master

1.The conundrum that counts on God (119:121-122)

2.The cry that calls on God (119:123-126)

3.The commitment that compounds (119:127-128)



Application

 



Application

When life seems unfair and you’re feeling the 
heat, count on your Master as your guarantor!  
Cry out to Him from your identity as God’s 
servant and let the pressure compound both 
your love for Him and your hatred for what He 
hates.
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