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Hebrew Letters in Psalm 119

Midpoint
“Midnight of the Psalm”
Midlife Crisis



83Though | have become like a
wineskin in the smoke, | do not forget
Your statutes.

Psalm 119:83 (NASB 2020)



87They almost destroyed me on earth,
But as for me, | did not abandon Your
precepts.

Psalm 119:87 (NASB 2020)
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17

9 The twelfth letter of the Hebrew alphabet. g
The name of this letter, ‘Lamed’, prob. =

LANGUAGE
FOR READERS

means ‘the rod (of the teacher), from Tn%5, = %

which prob. meant orig. to prick, sting,
incite, goad’






9 (prep)

to, for, regarding, belonging to
(20,321)

~ The Cambridge

Introduction to

Biblical
Hebrew
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89Forever, LORD, Your word stands in heaven.

NOYour faithfulness continues throughout generations; You established the
earth, and it stands.

9They stand this day by Your ordinances, For all things are Your servants.

92If Your Law had not been my delight, Then | would have perished in my
misery.

93| will never forget Your precepts, For by them You have revived me.
%] am Yours, save me; For | have sought Your precepts.

PThe wicked wait for me to destroy me; | will diligently consider Your
testimonies.

%] have seen a limit to all perfection; Your commandment is exceedingly
broad.

Psalm 119:89-96 (NASB 2020)






9] am Yours, save me; For | have
sought Your precepts.

Psalm 119:94 (NASB 2020)
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Psalm 119:89-96



To Belong to the Eternal

1. in His (119:89-90)

2. His (119:91)
3. Be by His (119:92-94)
4 on His (119:95)

5 in His (119:96)




To Belong to the Eternal

1. Restin His stability (119:89-90)

2. His (119:91)
3. Be by His (119:92-94)
4

5

on His (119:95)
in His (119:96)




89Forever, LORD, Your word stands in
heaven.

OYour faithfulness continues
throughout generations; You
established the earth, and it stands.

Psalm 119:89-90 (NASB 2020)



39 Yhwh endures forever;
your word stands in the heavens. [MT]

[or]

89 Your word endures forever, Yhwh:
it stands in the heavens. [LXX, Jerome, T(Q]

Psalms
Volume 3: Psalms 90 150

John Goldingay




890ur LORD, you are eternal! Your
word will last as long as the heavens.

Psalm 119:89 (CEV)



Either way, the second colon gives
precision to the statement in the first,
even while the statement in the first
undergirds that in the second. Yhwh's R
word is personified as something that

has taken its stand for a purpose, In

the heavens. It is therefore in a

position to exercise authority on earth.




89Forever, LORD, Your word stands in
heaven.

OYour faithfulness continues
throughout generations; You
established the earth, and it stands.

Psalm 119:89-90 (NASB 2020)



+ Translation

establish, established
erected

position, positioned

: L/
depj’:;z ///

av] -

place oneself

stand, standing, stands




v Root

<F 1221 nsb to place oneself; to be positioned, stand;...
place oneself; be positi...
memorial stone
pillar; overseer, govern...
place; military position;...

memorial stone

siege-wall; siege-tower;...

garrison
guard, watch
grip, handle
Nezib

+Add note




“firmly fixed” (ESV, HCSB)
“stands firm” (NIV)

"stand secure” (NET)
‘settled” (NKJV)



is settled The word natsav means
“to stand” or “to be positioned.”
God’s directions are enduring
because He is absolutely stable.

Faithlife




Your faithfulness continues
throughout generations; You
established the earth, and it stands.

Psalm 119:90 (NASB 2020)



AR (‘'emUna)

1. steadfastness
2. trustworthiness, faithfulness
3. honesty

55555




Your faithfulness continues
throughout generations; You
established the earth, and it stands.

Psalm 119:90 (NASB 2020)



9And the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah,
saying, 4“This is what the LORD says: ‘If you can
break My covenant for the day and My covenant
for the night, so that day and night do not occur at
their proper time, 2'then My covenant with David
My servant may also be broken, so that he will not
have a son to reign on his throne, and with the
Levitical priests, My ministers.

Jeremiah 33:19-21 (NASB 2020)



36"His descendants shall endure
forever, And his throne as the sun
before Me. 37|t shall be established
forever like the moon, And a withess
In the sky is faithful.” Selah

Psalm 89:36—37 (NASB 2020)



22The LORD'S acts of mercy indeed do
not end, For His compassions do not
fail. 22 They are new every morning;
Great is Your faithfulness.

Lamentations 3:22-23 (NASB 2020)



“For |, the LORD, do not change;
therefore you, the sons of Jacob,
have not come to an end.

Malachi 3:6 (NASB 2020)



1850 that by two unchangeable things in which it is
impossible for God to lie, we who have taken
refuge would have strong encouragement to hold
firmly to the hope set before us. °This hope we
have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure
and reliable and one which enters within the vell,
2Owhere Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us,
having become a high priest forever according to
the order of Melchizedek.

Hebrews 6:18—-20 (NASB 2020)






"For this reason we must pay much
closer attention to what we have
heard, so that we do not drift away
from It.

Hebrews 2:1 (NASB 2020)



To Belong to the Eternal

1. Restin His stability (119:89-90)

2. His (119:91)
3. Be by His (119:92-94)
4

5

on His (119:95)
in His (119:96)




To Belong to the Eternal

Rest in His stability (119:89-90)

1.

2. Recognize His sovereignty (119:91)
3. Be by His (119:92-94)
4

5

on His (119:95)
in His (119:96)




IThey stand this day by Your
ordinances, For all things are Your
servants.

Psalm 119:91 (NASB 2020)



3aAnd He is the radiance of His glory
and the exact representation of His
nature, and upholds all things by the
word of His power.

Hebrews 1:3a (NASB 2020)



6for by Him all things were created, both
In the heavens and on earth, visible and
iInvisible, whether thrones, or dominions,
or rulers, or authorities—all things have
been created through Him and for Him.

"He is before all things, and in Him all
things hold together.

Colossians 1:16—17 (NASB 2020)






58You are good and You do good;
Teach me Your statutes.

Psalm 119:68 (NASB 2020)



22And we know that God causes all
things to work together for good to
those who love God, to those who
are called according to His purpose.

Romans 8:28 (NASB 2020)



"1t is good for me that | was afflicted,
So that | may learn Your statutes.

Psalm 119:71 (NASB 2020)



29For to you it has been granted for
Christ’'s sake, not only to believe In

Him, but also to suffer on His behalf,
Philippians 1:29 (NASB 2020)



SAnd not only this, but we also celebrate In
our tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings
about perseverance; “and perseverance,
proven character; and proven character,
hope; *and hope does not disappoint,
because the love of God has been poured out

within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who
was given to us.

Romans 5:3-5 (NASB 2020)



2 Corinthians 4:16-18



16Therefore we do not lose heart, but
though our outer person is decaying,
yet our inner person is being
renewed day by day.



7For our momentary, light affliction is
producing for us an eternal weight of
glory far beyond all comparison,



1Bwhile we look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen; for the things
which are seen are temporal, but the
things which are not seen are eternal.

2 Corinthians 4:16—18 (NASB 2020)



To Belong to the Eternal

Rest in His stability (119:89-90)

1.

2. Recognize His sovereignty (119:91)
3. Be by His (119:92-94)
4

5

on His (119:95)
in His (119:96)




To Belong to the Eternal

Rest in His stability (119:89-90)

1.

2. Recognize His sovereignty (119:91)
3. Be by His (119:92-94)
4

5

on His (119:95)
in His (119:96)




To Belong to the Eternal

Rest in His stability (119:89-90)

1.

2. Recognize His sovereignty (119:91)
3. Be revived by His safety (119:92-94)
4

5

on His (119:95)
in His (119:96)




'safety \'saf-te\ noun plural safeties
1 : the condition of being safe from undergoing or
causing hurt, injury, or loss

2 . a device (as on a weapon or a machine) designed
to prevent inadvertent or hazardous operation

3 a (1) : a situation in football in which a member of
the offensive team is tackled behind its own goal line
that counts two points for the defensive team —
compare touchback

(2) : a member of a defensive backfield in football who
occupies the deepest position in order to receive a
kick, defend against a forward pass, or stop a
ballcarrier

America’s Best-Selling Dictionary

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA



'safety \'saf-te\ noun plural safeties
1 : the condition of being safe from undergoing or
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2 . a device (as on a weapon or a machine) designed
to prevent inadvertent or hazardous operation

3 a (1) : a situation in football in which a member of
the offensive team is tackled behind its own goal line
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"Safety means no harm is caused,
deliberately or not. Security means
that no deliberate harm is caused.”

https://www.perforce.com/blog/kw/software-safety-vs-security-whats-different



22|f Your Law had not been my delight,

Then | would have perished in my misery.
93| will never forget Your precepts, For by
them You have revived me. % am Yours,

save me; For | have sought Your
precepts.

Psalm 119:92-94 (NASB 2020)



22|f Your Law had not been my delight,

Then | would have perished in my misery.
93| will never forget Your precepts, For by
them You have revived me. 24 am Yours,

save me; For | have sought Your
precepts.

Psalm 119:92-94 (NASB 2020)



2IMaintain your competence and
discretion. My son, don't lose sight of
them. %2They will be life for you and
adornment for your neck. 23Then you will
go safely on your way; your foot will not
stumble. “*When you lie down, you will not
be afraid; you will lie down, and your
sleep will be pleasant.

Proverbs 3:21-24 (HCSB)



1°The name of the LORD Is a strong
tower; The righteous runs into it and
IS safe.

Proverbs 18:10 (NASB 2020)



22|f Your Law had not been my delight,

Then | would have perished in my misery.
93| will never forget Your precepts, For by
them You have revived me. 24 am Yours,

save me; For | have sought Your
precepts.

Psalm 119:92-94 (NASB 2020)



33Teach me, the way of Your statutes, LORD, And |
shall comply with it to the end. 3*Give me
understanding, so that | may comply with Your
Law And keep it with all my heart. 3*Make me walk
in the path of Your commandments, For | delight in
it. 36Incline my heart to Your testimonies, And not
to dishonest gain. 3"Turn my eyes away from
looking at what is worthless, And revive me in Your
ways. 38Establish Your word to Your servant As
that which produces reverence for You.

Psalm 119:33-38 (NASB 2020)
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%The wicked wait for me to destroy
me; | will diligently consider Your
testimonies.

Psalm 119:95 (NASB 2020)



>3Burning indignation has seized me
because of the wicked, Who abandon
Your Law.

Psalm 119:53 (NASB 2020)



61The snares of the wicked have
surrounded me, But | have not
forgotten Your Law.

Psalm 119:61 (NASB 2020)



%The wicked wait for me to destroy
me; | will diligently consider Your
testimonies.

Psalm 119:95 (NASB 2020)



33"But whoever listens to me will live
securely And will be at ease from the
dread of evil.”

Proverbs 1:33 (NASB 2020)



270nly conduct yourselves in a manner worthy
of the gospel of Christ, so that whether | come
and see you or remain absent, | will hear
about you that you are standing firm in one
spirit, with one mind striving together for the
faith of the gospel; 2and in no way alarmed
by your opponents—which is a sign of
destruction for them, but of salvation for you,

and this foo, from God.
Philippians 1:27—28 (NASB 2020)



18%If the world hates you, you know that it has
hated Me before it hated you. °lf you were of the
world, the world would love you as its own; but
because you are not of the world, but | chose you
out of the world, because of this the world hates
you. 2°Remember the word that | said to you, ‘A
slave is not greater than his master.’ If they
persecuted Me, they will persecute you as well; if
they followed My word, they will follow yours also.

John 15:18-20 (NASB 2020)



“*Now | say to you, My friends, do not be
afraid of those who kill the body, and after
that have nothing more that they can do.
>But | will warn you whom to fear: fear the
One who, after He has killed someone,
has the power to throw that person into
hell; yes, | tell you, fear Him!

Luke 12:4-5 (NASB 2020)



2'My sheep listen to My voice, and | know
them, and they follow Me; %8and | give them
eternal life, and they will never perish; and no
one will snatch them out of My hand. °My
Father, who has given them to Me, Is greater
than all; and no one Is able to snatch them
out of the Father’'s hand. 3°| and the Father
are one.”

John 10:27-30 (NASB 2020)



Romans 8:31-39



3T'What then shall we say to these
things? If God /s for us, who Is
against us?



32He who did not spare His own Son,
but delivered Him over for us all, how
will He not also with Him freely give
us all things?



33\WWho will bring charges against
God's elect? God is the one who
justifies;



34who Is the one who condemns?
Christ Jesus i1s He who died, but
rather, was raised, who is at the right

hand of God, who also intercedes for
us.



33\Who will separate us from the love
of Christ? Will tribulation, or trouble,
or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or danger, or sword?



36 Just as it is written: "For Your sake
we are Killed all day long; We were
regarded as sheep to be
slaughtered.”



37’But In all these things we
overwhelmingly conquer through Him
who loved us.



38For | am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers,



9nor height, nor depth, nor any other
created thing will be able to separate
us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:31-39 (NASB 2020)
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To Belong to the Eternal

Rest in His stability (119:89-90)
Recognize His sovereignty (119:91)
Be revived by His safety (119:92-94)
Rely on His security (119:95)
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Rejoice in His sufficiency (119:96)




%] have seen a limit to all perfection;
Your commandment Iis exceedingly
broad.

Psalm 119:96 (NASB 2020)



The last verse is the summary statement of '
this stanza. On the surface it seems ‘
unclear...

ALLEN P. Ross



%] realize that everything has its
limits, but your commands are
beyond full comprehension.

Psalm 119:96 (NET 2nd ed.)



%] have seen a limit to all perfection,
but Your command is without limit.

Psalm 119:96 (HCSB)



...what he Is saying is that all things,
however complete they are, however
perfected, have their limit—they all cometo | =
an eventual end. On the other hand, the
commands of God are not limited but

LT
 THE PSALMS

boundless (spacious, nam). All earthly N T

ALLEN P. ROss

perfection is limited—God’s word is not. His
commands have no limits, because his
word Is eternal and established.



The doctrine of Scripture’s sufficiency, as
enunciated in the confessional statements of
the magisterial Reformation, teaches that
Scripture satisfies four conditions. First, it
contains all of the articles one must believe in
order to attain salvation. Second, it contains all
precepts one must obey in order to live piously
before God. Third, it is sufficiently perspicuous
to convey this information to an attentive
reader; and, fourth, it is self-authenticating.

Dennis W. Jowers, “The Sufficiency Of Scripture And The Biblical Canon”, Trinity Journal 30, no. 1 (2009): 49.




2 Peter 1:2-4



°Grace and peace be multiplied to you in
the knowledge of God and of Jesus our
Lord, 3for His divine power has granted to
us everything pertaining to life and
godliness, through the true knowledge of

Him who called us by His own glory and
excellence.



4Through these He has granted to us His
precious and magnificent promises, so
that by them you may become partakers
of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world on account
of lust.

2 Peter 1:2—4 (NASB 2020)



%] have seen a limit to all perfection;
Your commandment is exceedingly
broad.

Psalm 119:96 (NASB 2020)
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Application



Application

Because you securely belong to the eternal:



Application

Because you securely belong to the eternal:

Rest anchored in God’s unchanging word
Recognize God’s sovereignty even in suffering
Be revived, knowing He keeps you eternally safe
Rely on His ability to keep you eternally secure
Rejoice that His word is sufficient

SIS B
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