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INVITATION

We invite you to pause, listen, and shift your gaze toward the Father ... 
LESSON AT A GLANCE 

WONDER TRUTH: God Delights in Our Obedience
SCRIPTURE: 2 Kings 22–23; 2 Chronicles 34
WORD OF WONDER: Psalm 46:10a

This week, you’ll be exploring the narrative of King Josiah choosing to obey during years of disobedience.
Take some time to read 2 Chronicles 34:1–3, 8, 14–21, 29–32. 

I’m currently in a season of teaching my strong-willed, independent, and passionate three-year-old about
obedience. We are using the phrase “make good choices” to help instill the principle of obedience in him.
Sometimes I think this piece of parenting is more challenging than teaching him how to eat or complete
other physical necessities. However, when he comes home from preschool with a report of a good day, he’s
so excited to tell me, “I made good choices today!” When I hear that, my heart is filled with a sense of love,
pride, and overall delight in him. While I wouldn’t love him any less if he made poor choices or disobeyed
his teacher, as his mom, I want what’s best for him, and I know that comes through obedience. 

It is when we make good choices and choose to obey God, even as adults, God is delighted in us! Pause for
a moment and reflect on your life. Are you being obedient in everything you do? The choices King Josiah
had to make are vastly different from those we make each day. Even so, each choice is an opportunity to
align ourselves with God’s best—an opportunity to obey Him. How can you obey God this week? How will
God be delighted in you?

 

—Ana Dutton

Children’s Ministry Leader

Contributor to Wonder Ink 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Kings%2022-23;%202%20Chronicles%2034&src=tools&version=NIRV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2046:10a&src=tools&version=NIRV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Chronicles%2034:1-3,%208,%2014-21,%2029-32&src=tools&version=NIRV
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JOSIAH AND THE BOOK OF THE LAW

DID YOU KNOW?

FOUNDATION BUILDING BLOCKS

WHO? 

Josiah was the grandson of Manasseh, the king who did the most evil in the sight of the Lord.
Somehow, in spite of his family, Josiah had a heart that desired to serve God. When Josiah
discovered God’s Word, he immediately obeyed it.

WHAT? 

The book of God’s law, possibly the entire books of Genesis through Deuteronomy, was found
in the temple. God’s people had strayed so far from Him that they didn’t even know God’s law
existed. The way to live for God and represent Him had been lost.

WHERE? 

The beautiful temple that Solomon had built for the Lord had been ignored and filled with false
idols. Josiah got rid of all the items in the temple that were WHEN? dedicated to Baal (BAY-ul)
and Asherah (uh-SHAIR-uh). He traveled throughout the land of Israel, cleansing it of idols.

WHEN? 

After Solomon’s reign, the kingdom of Israel split into two separate nations. Josiah was one of
the last kings of Judah, reigning from 640–609 BC. In 586 BC, Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
completely conquered Jerusalem, destroying the temple and exiling God’s people.

CONNECTING TO GOD’S BIG STORY 

The law showed people how to represent God’s character to the world. But by Josiah’s time,
that had been lost. Jesus, the Word made flesh, showed us how to perfectly live out God’s law
as He fulfilled it.



Curiosity

Spark curiosity and get kids thinking about the
wonder of God.

Welcome & Curiosity Questions

SUPPLIES: Josiah Welcome Question Slide

At your start time ...

Welcome everyone and tell them that you’re delighted to see each of them. Ask
for volunteers who would like to share their answers to the Welcome Question: What is something
that makes you really happy? 

These are all great examples of what makes us happy! Today we’re going to learn about what
makes God happy or what brings Him great delight. But first, it’s time to be curious!

Ask the following “I’m curious” questions. Say, “I’m curious …” before each question and give kids a
chance to think about and answer each one.

I’m curious ... 
What do you think makes God happy? 
Who are some people you obey? Why do you obey them?

Declaring God’s Wonder
 

SUPPLIES: Declaration Slide

Encourage the kids to say the statements and do the motions with you.

Thank You, God, that You made me! (Kids repeat words and motions.)  
Make prayer hands, then point up to God and to yourself.

And I am Your kid! (Kids repeat words and motions.)  
Put your hands on your hips.

Jesus loves me so much; (Kids repeat words and motions.)  
Spread your arms out wide to your side one at a time, then pull them in for a hug around your chest.

His love for me is big. (Kids repeat words and motions.)  
Hold your arms up high and wide above your head.

https://dcc-sbbd-user-content.s3.amazonaws.com/5ee6ac8e8f085e7c51518f54/69fd1a548f08d86cda496f63-JosiahWelcomeQuestionSlide.png
https://dcc-sbbd-user-content.s3.amazonaws.com/5ee6ac8e8f085e7c51518f54/69fd15968f0874ec9bdce21b-ECDeclarationSlide.png


The Holy Spirit leads me, (Kids repeat words and motions.)  
Bring your arms down from above, making a path in front of you.

And I can follow You. (Kids repeat words and motions.)   
March in place like you’re following the leader.

My life can tell Your story, (Kids repeat words and motions.)  
Hold your hands in front of you like an open book.

I’m a wonder; this is true. (Kids repeat words and motions.)  
Put your hands up, shake your fingers, and celebrate (“praise hands”).



Belief

Guide kids into knowing God, exploring His big story,
and marveling at His wonder.

God’s Big Story - this rhyme is so fun!

SUPPLIES: Bible, Bible Story Picture

Bible Time Rhyme 

Say the Bible time rhyme (with motions) each week with the kids before the Bible story, to remind kids
that what they’re about to hear is part of God’s big story. 

I open my Bible and what do I see? Hold your hands together, then open your palms, as if opening a
book. 

God’s big story, waiting for me! Point to yourself. 

Let’s hear part of God’s big story, which comes from the books of 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles in
the Bible.

Read the God’s Big Story Script provided or read 2 Kings 22:1–13 and 23:1–3 from the Bible. You can
show the Bible Story Picture to give kids a visual depiction as you tell the story.

Connecting the Wonder Truth

SUPPLIES: Josiah Wonder Truth Slide

Our Wonder Truth today is GOD DELIGHTS IN OUR OBEDIENCE. Where
did you see our Wonder Truth in the story? Allow kids to answer freely. 

The law showed people how to show the world what God is like. But by
Josiah’s time, the law had been lost. When Jesus came, He showed us
how to perfectly live out God’s law. John the disciple even says, “The Word became flesh” (John
1:14 NIV). Through Jesus, we see what God is like and are shown what it means to reflect God
to the world. God delights in our obedience as we reflect who He is to the world!

 

Word of Wonder

https://dcc-sbbd-user-content.s3.amazonaws.com/5ee6ac8e8f085e7c51518f54/6a0b69cb8f08d86cda60dbb4-KingsandProphetsL5BibleStoryPicture.png
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Kings%2022:1-13;%2023:1-3&src=tools&version=NIRV
https://dcc-sbbd-user-content.s3.amazonaws.com/5ee6ac8e8f085e7c51518f54/6a0b69cb8f08d86cda60dbb4-KingsandProphetsL5BibleStoryPicture.png
https://dcc-sbbd-user-content.s3.amazonaws.com/5ee6ac8e8f085e7c51518f54/69fd1a5e8f08d86cda496f76-JosiahWonderTruthSlide.png
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage?search=John%201:14&src=tools&version=NIRV&
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage?search=John%201:14&src=tools&version=NIRV&


SUPPLIES: Bible, Word of Wonder Game Cards, Kings and Prophets Word of Wonder Slide

WORD OF WONDER
Be still, and know that I am God.

—Psalm 46:10a

Arrange the cards face down.
Display the Word of Wonder Slide.

Our Word of Wonder for the Kings and Prophets series is from Psalm
46:10a. Let’s practice saying the Word of Wonder together. Open a Bible
to Psalm 46:10a and practice the verse with the kids.

Encourage the kids to line up near the cards.
In our story today, Josiah found a special book that changed everything.
What was it? Allow the kids to respond. It was God’s Word—the Bible!
The Bible helps us know God and know how to live. The Bible can
change our lives too. When we memorize God’s Word, we always have it
with us. Let’s do an activity to help us remember God’s Word.

We’ll line up by the cards, and each person will turn over one card.
When it’s your turn, choose a card to turn over. If it’s blank, go to the
end of the line. If it has a picture of a Bible on it, you can say the verse.
If you need help, choose someone to say it with you!

Practice the verse again with the kids, then let them take turns choosing a card to turn over. If it has a
Bible on it, they can say the verse. Play several rounds.

Encourage the kids to do the motions and say the verse with you.

BE STILL,—Open your palms, facing down. Move your palms downward at the same time. 
AND KNOW—Point to your head. 
THAT I AM GOD.—Point up. 
PSALM 46:10a—Hold your hands open in front of you, as if opening a book.

Gather kids to discuss these questions:
What do we know about God? (Possible answers: God made us; God is powerful; God loves us,
etc.) 
What’s a story or verse from the Bible that has helped you or inspired you? 
How can the Bible help us obey and live the way God wants?

https://dcc-sbbd-user-content.s3.amazonaws.com/5ee6ac8e8f085e7c51518f54/6a15b6b08f08d86cda71d9a4-L5WordofWonderGameCards.pdf
https://dcc-sbbd-user-content.s3.amazonaws.com/5ee6ac8e8f085e7c51518f54/69fd15c98f0874ec9bdce25a-KingsandProphetsECWordofWonderSlide.png
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2046:10a&src=tools&version=NIRV
https://dcc-sbbd-user-content.s3.amazonaws.com/5ee6ac8e8f085e7c51518f54/69fd15c98f0874ec9bdce25a-KingsandProphetsECWordofWonderSlide.png
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2046:10a&src=tools&version=NIRV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2046:10a&src=tools&version=NIRV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2046:10a&src=tools&version=NIRV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=PSALM%2046:10a&src=tools&version=NIRV


Faith

Help kids see the wonder of God’s story and how it
connects to their own story.

Craft: Delightful Faces

SUPPLIES: paper plates (1 per kid), markers, googly eyes
Today we’re learning how God is delighted with us when we follow Him, trust Him, and obey
Him. Loving God is not just about doing certain things and following certain rules. He always
loves us, and He forgives us when we do wrong. God is delighted when we live how He wants
out of an overflow of our love for Him. Delight is another word for happy. What does God
delight in? Allow kids to respond. Yes! God is so happy when we obey Him. We can choose to
obey God because we love Him and know that His way is the best way to live.
Give a paper plate to each kid. Set out markers. You can also set out other
supplies such as glue to put yarn for hair and googly eyes to add more variety
to the faces.

Let’s make a delightful face on our plates. Start by drawing eyes. We can
look with our eyes to see people and the world as God sees it: with love.
Pause and allow the kids to draw eyes on their plates (or add googly eyes). Do you think we need a
happy face or a frowning face? Allow kids to respond. That’s right! Let’s add a big smiley face on
our plate. We can use our mouths to praise God, to speak God’s truth, and to speak words that
please God. What can we say that would make God happy? Give kids time to respond and
encourage them to make smiles on their plates. Now you can use the markers to decorate the rest
of the face in any way that makes you happy. We can obey God with our hearts and our lives.
Then use a marker to add the Wonder Truth, God Delights in Our Obedience, on the back of each kid’s
plate. 

End by asking kids to hold up their delightful face plates as you read the following passage aloud: 

I will always obey your law, for ever and ever. 

I will lead a full and happy life, because I’ve tried to obey your rules. 

I take delight in obeying your commands because I love them. 

I reach out for your commands that I love. I do this so that I may think deeply about your
orders. (Psalm 119:44–45, 47–48)

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20119:44-45,%2047-48&src=tools&version=NIRV


Discussion Questions

SUPPLIES: Choices Pictures
We’re learning that God delights in our obedience. Did Josiah obey God?
Allow the kids to respond. Yes. After the prophetess told Josiah what God
said, Josiah told all of the people to obey God’s Word. They promised to
obey God and His laws. Josiah turned everything around in his land.
Josiah got rid of all the fake gods. He told the people to worship God.
Josiah followed God, that delighted God—which means it made God very
happy! 

Let’s look at some pictures and see whether the people in the pictures
are making good or not good choices. If you see a good choice, show a
thumbs up. If you see a not good choice, show a thumbs-down. Model the thumbs-up and
thumbs-down motions for kids.

Make It Inclusive: Keep in mind that kids with disabilities or special needs may struggle to

“obey” or follow directions, and it doesn’t always mean they’re doing something wrong. Be sensitive
to the kids in your ministry who struggle with following directions as you’re talking with the kids.

Show the Choices Pictures one at a time. Encourage kids to identify what is happening in the pictures.
Use the discussion questions below to help guide your conversation as you move through this activity.
After a picture has been discussed, ask one of the questions from the list below.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
What is the name of the king who chose to obey God? (Josiah) 
What did the priest find while cleaning up the temple? (a scroll—part of God’s Word) 
In what ways did Josiah obey God and do the right thing? (He took down fake gods, or idols,
and helped the people celebrate God, then told them to follow and obey God.) 
Is it hard or easy to obey God? What makes you think so? 
What are some ways you can obey God this week? 
Why do you think God delights in our obedience? 
How do we know what God wants us to do? Has the Bible ever helped you know God and
follow Him?

When we make good choices, God is delighted in our obedience. We can choose to obey
because we love God, and He always knows what’s best.  

https://dcc-sbbd-user-content.s3.amazonaws.com/5ee6ac8e8f085e7c51518f54/6a15bba98f08d86cda71fabf-L6ChoicesSheet.pdf
https://dcc-sbbd-user-content.s3.amazonaws.com/5ee6ac8e8f085e7c51518f54/6a15bba98f08d86cda71fabf-L6ChoicesSheet.pdf


Identity

Create space for God to remind kids they are known,
loved, led, and their lives can tell of God’s wonder.

Blessing Your Kids

SUPPLIES: Josiah Blessing Slide
Speak this blessing over your kids.

Blessing: You are deeply loved by God, always and no matter what! May
you obey Him this week as He delights in you!

Closing Game: Find It - Use this to fill time at the end of class!

While kids are being dismissed, play a game of Find It! with the remaining kids. Ask kids to look around
the room and locate something that fits each description below. Encourage kids to locate various items
from the room. 

In today’s part of God’s big story, a part of God’s Word was found, and Josiah realized how
important it is to obey God. We’re going to do a game where we find different things, based on
the instructions I call out. Listen carefully. 

Find something … 
round 
shiny 
red 
that starts with the letter B 
that you put on 
soft 
smaller than your hand 
bumpy 
yellow 
with an animal on it 

Repeat the activity as time allows by adding descriptors of objects that can be found in your space. 

https://dcc-sbbd-user-content.s3.amazonaws.com/5ee6ac8e8f085e7c51518f54/69fd1a2b8f0874ec9bdce9f3-JosiahBlessingSlide.png

