
 

 

RFBC Mission Statement:  To glorify God by loving Him with our whole heart, telling others the good news about 
Jesus, loving our neighbors as ourselves, growing to become like Christ, and obeying all He taught. 

 During college, a friend convinced me to run a March of Dimes 5k fundraiser race with him.  Neither of us were joggers 
and we hadn’t done a lick of training, but we thought it would be fun to support a good cause while getting some exercise.  We 
managed to finish the race, slogging our way to the finish line and feeling no worse for the wear.  
Until the next morning.  When I awoke and dropped from the top bunk bed in which I slept, I 
immediately discovered that my legs were extremely sore and weak from the previous day’s run.  I 
collapsed to the floor much to my roommate’s amusement.  Thankfully my pride was the only thing 
injured, though it took a few more days for my legs to feel normal again. 
 Weakness of body is bad, but sometimes weakness of spirit caused by great fear can be 
even worse.  I once worked under a cruel boss who delighted in belittling and berating me.  It went 

on day after day for months to the point that I was terrified to even go to work.  I felt 
powerless, helpless, and miserable.  After much prayer, I decided to confront my boss.  
He might fire me, I reasoned, or retaliate with even more abuse, but I had to at least try to 
stand up to him.  I walked into his office first thing one morning and told him I was 
miserable working under him and one of two things had to happen - either he had to stop 
mistreating me or I had to quit.  Much to my surprise, he was genuinely contrite.  He 
apologized sincerely for the way he’d been treating me, took full responsibility for his 
actions, and promised to stop.  He even took me out to dinner as a show of goodwill.  And 
he kept his word, never again reverting to his old angry and vulgar tirades with me. 

 Looking back, I’m grateful that God gave me the courage to confront my boss.  No 
matter how he responded - even if he fired me! - I would emerge a stronger man simply by 
taking a stand.  My cowardice would have been my ultimate weakness, but God in His grace 
gave me a courage not my own so that I could discover a strength not my own, but His. 
 Near the end of Moses’ life he urged the Israelites to enter the Promised Land with 
complete confidence in God.  Moses himself wouldn’t get to go in, but the people must “be 
strong and courageous” without him, not fearing the inhabitants of the land.  God was with 
them and He would not leave or forsake them.  His presence was all that mattered and all 
they needed for total victory.  These two things - strength and courage - go hand in hand.  If we’re feeling weak, the best 
remedy is courage - the courage to trust that He is really with me, that He will not leave or forsake me, and that He will fight my 
battles for me.  When we choose to be courageous, we can join King David and proclaim, “The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid?”     In His strength,  
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“Be strong and courageous.  Do not fear or be in dread of them,  
for it is the Lord your God who goes with you.   

He will not leave you or forsake you.“ Deuteronomy 31:6 

STRENGTH and COURAGE 



 

 

A Word on Worship from Eric... 
Music gives us a means of communicating and 
connecting our deepest emotions. It communicates in a 
way that cannot be easily explained, but a way that is 
found in all cultures of the world. The Psalms give us a 
biblical source of expression of emotions to God ranging 
from lament to joy.  
Sunday night, March 5, at 6 PM, we are having a Night 
of Proclamation event in the sanctuary. This one does 
not have a theme, but will feature songs and expressions 
of worship from the people of our church. This will be 
followed by a potluck dinner. Ringgold FBC will be 
providing chicken fingers while we are asking that 
everyone else bring sides. 

We hope that you will be able to make it for this event where we proclaim our love to 
God and proclaim our love for God.  

 Isabella Bankston, Will Farmer, Ellie Kennedy, Sawyer Olivarri, Ethan Purser, Evan Purser, 
and Jordan Stoker participated in the 2023 Student Worship Weekend (formerly REEL Fest) hosted 

at First Baptist Church of Jonesboro on January 20-21. Students had the opportunity to use their  
musical talents in settings that included Praise Band, Vocal Praise Team, Choir, and Orchestra, to 

put together a youth led worship service. The weekend also included a morning and evening 
worship service as well as opportunities to learn about Georgia Baptist Colleges and Universities. 

Thank you church for making it possible for these students to participate in this opportunity.  

Student Worship Week 
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Summer Camp Donations 
Please support our kids by pulling a number from our donation board and then giving that 
number. The money given helps to support all three of the camps that our elementary and 
high school kids have the opportunity to go on this summer. Surge 150 (music), Student 
Life 4 Kids (elementary), BigStuf (middle/high school).  

 

You can give two ways. 
1. Place the amount in the offering plate or turn in to the office making sure you designate 
it for Summer Camp Donations. 

2. Give online at our website. Make sure you select Summer Camp Donations.  
 

If you have any questions about supporting our summer  

camps please contact Brant or Eric P. 


