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I Can Pray 
September 6, 2026 

 
 

Today’s Lay Reader:  Pam Stearns 
 
 
Welcome   
 
 
Call to Worship  
 

Leader: Come!  Come from our sanctuary or from your home.  Come at 11 AM 
on Sunday or any time during the week.  Come whenever and 
wherever you are.  Come!  Worship is called in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

People:   We come, ready to pray honestly! 
Leader: Pray without ceasing! 
People: We will pray, trusting in God’s will! 
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Hymn    God of Grace and God of Glory (verses 1, 2, and 4) 
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Opening Prayer 
 

Dear God, thank you for reminding us that we can always come to you in 
prayer. When we are happy, we can pray. When we are sad, we can pray. 
When we are afraid, worried, or don't know what to do, we can pray. Thank 
you for showing us through Jesus that we don't have to hide our feelings 
from you, but can bring everything to you and trust you with it. Help us to 
listen for your voice, trust your plan, and remember that no matter what we 
face, we never have to face it alone. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

 

Pastor’s Preview 
 
Young Disciples Chatting with the Rev 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Hymn  Holy Ground 
 

This is holy ground, we're standing on holy ground, 
For the Lord is here and where He is, is holy. (repeat) 
 
These are holy hands, He's given us holy hands, 
He works through these hands and so these hands are holy. (repeat) 

 
Young Disciples Chatting with the Rev 

 
Scripture Lesson Matthew 26: 36-46 
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Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, 
“Sit here while I go over there and pray.”  He took with him Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee and began to be grieved and agitated.  Then he said to them, “My soul is 
deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.”  And going a little 
farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this 
cup pass from me, yet not what I want but what you want.”  Then he came to the 
disciples and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake 
with me one hour?  Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  Again he went away for the second 
time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.”  
Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.  So leaving them 
again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words.  Then he 
came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Now 
the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.  Get up, 
let us be going. Look, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 

Leader: The Word of God for the people of God 
People: Thanks be to God 

Message  I Can Pray 
 
Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts to God 
 
Offertory  Meditation on “Bread of Life” Jack C. Goode 
 
Doxology Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Him, all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
  Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 
A Service of Word and Table 

Please see the Communion Liturgy on page 7 of this document. 

 
 
Hymn   Go Forth For God (verses 1, 2, and 4) 
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Benediction 
 
Postlude  Postlude in D Gustav Merkel 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license A-731620. 
CCLI:  CSPL099122 



 
A Service of Word and Table 

 
Invitation 

 
Pastor: Christ our Lord invites to His table all who love him, who earnestly repent 

of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us 
confess our sin before God and one another. 

 
Confession and Pardon 

 
People: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved You with our 

whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not 
done Your will, we have broken Your law, we have rebelled against 
Your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard 
the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful 
obedience through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Pastor: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that 
proves God's love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are all 
forgiven! 

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  
All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The pastor gives thanks appropriate to the occasion, remembering God's mighty 
acts of salvation, and concludes:  And so, with Your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
The people sing their response: 



 
The pastor continues the Thanksgiving. The institution of the Lord's Supper is 
recalled. The pastor concludes:  And so, in remembrance of these Your mighty 
acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery 
of faith: 
 
The people sing their response: 



 
 
The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and then praises the 
Trinity, concluding:  All honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
 
 
ALL:  Amen! 
 
 
Breaking the Bread 
 
 
Giving the Cup 
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