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Unlikely Companionship:  Simon of Cyrene 
March 15, 2026 – Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 
 

Today’s Lay Reader:  David Wade 
 
 
Welcome   
 
Prelude  Just As I Am arr. Lani Smith 
 
Call to Worship  
 

Leader: Come!  Come from our sanctuary or from your home.  Come at 11 AM 
on Sunday or any time during the week.  Come whenever and 
wherever you are.  Come!  Worship is called in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit! 

People: We come, ready for companionship.  
Leader: Relationships are vital to our faith.  There is no isolation in 

companionship. 
People: No one should ever be alone.  Not in good times, or in suffering.  

Church, let’s be there for each other forever! 
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Hymn    God of Love and God of Power (verses 1, 2, and 4) 

 
 
Opening Prayer 
 

Dear God, thank you for being with us, even in our bad moments.  Suffering 
is a universal experience of humanity.  Help us to be inspired by the story 
of Simon of Cyrene.  He stepped into Jesus’ pain, lightened his burden and 
came to his side in his time of need.  Even Jesus needed companionship.  
So, we should seek it too.  Deepen our faith in Christ today as we see the 
Christian community as companions throughout all of life’s journeys.  
Amen.   

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
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Hymn  Hallelujah, What a Savior (all verses) 
 

 
Senior Choir You Are the Christ! Joseph M. Martin 
 
Young Disciples Chatting with the Rev 
 
Scripture Lesson Luke 23:26-31 
 

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming 
from the country, and they laid the cross on him and made him carry it behind 
Jesus.  A great number of the people followed him, and among them were 
women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him.  But Jesus turned to 
them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for 
yourselves and for your children.  For the days are surely coming when they will 
say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts 
that never nursed.’  Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and 
to the hills, ‘Cover us.’  For if they do this when the wood is green, what will 
happen when it is dry?” 

 
Leader: The Word of God for the people of God 
People: Thanks be to God 

Message  Unlikely Companionship:  Simon of Cyrene 
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Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts to God 
 
Offertory  Lamb of God arr. Douglas Wagner 
 
Offertory Hymn  Lift High the Cross (verse 1) 
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Hymn   Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
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Benediction 
 
Postlude  Great Is Thy Faithfulness arr. Jack C. Schrader 
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