
23Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________

2
If It Dies
Jesus offers hope to those who seek Him.

JOHN 12:20-33
MEMORY VERSE: JOHN 12:32

S E S S I O N  2

STUDY John 12:20-33, using Explore the Text 

(pp. 25-29) to guide your study of this passage. 

Read Understand the Context to learn how 

Gentiles approached Jesus and how Jesus 

being “lifted up” can produce hope.

CREATE a teaching plan for your group using 

the ideas on pages 30-32. Focus on helping 

the group embrace the hope that Jesus offers 

to those who seek Him. Consider the way 

your group learns and fold one or more of the 

Options on page 32 into your plan. 

GATHER the following items:

   Extra Personal Study Guides (PSGs)

   Seed packets

Prepare to display:

   Pack Item 1 (Map: The Passion Week in 
Jerusalem)

   Pack Item 2 (Poster: Outline of John’s Gospel)

   Pack Item 4 (Poster: Jesus’s Last Week)

Make copies of: 

   Pack Item 8 (Handout: Memory 
Verses Bookmark)

CONSULT the Explore the Bible website for 

ways to use a current news event to start and 

conclude the session (goExploreTheBible.com/

LeaderExtras).

REINFORCE the session by contacting the 

group during the week and reminding them of 

the memory verse (John 12:32). Suggest they 

identify people they know who need the hope 

that Jesus offers. Encourage them to pray for 

those individuals and to look for opportunities 

to share Jesus. Reassure them that He is 

already drawing people to Himself as the 

memory verse says.
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FIRST THOUGHTS
Most of us have a favorite fruit. At some point, a seed was planted that 
led to the producing of that fruit. While the seed may look nothing like 
the fruit, it sacrificed itself in producing the plant or tree that eventually 
led to the piece of fruit we enjoy. Unless the seed “died,” it could not have 
taken root and produced growth. Even so, Jesus predicted He had to die to 
provide eternal life. 

(In PSG, p . 19) Share about your favorite fruit. What steps are required for 
you to enjoy that piece of fruit?

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
JOHN 12:20-50

Jesus came not only as the Jewish Messiah, but also as the Savior of the 
world. While He primarily ministered among the Jews, Jesus made it clear 
that God also loves Gentiles who seek and serve Him. When some God-
fearing Greeks wanted to meet Jesus, the event triggered His proclamation 
of the imminent fulfillment of His atoning work.

On several occasions Jesus spoke to His disciples about His impending 
death. As His hour approached, Jesus again explained what was about to 
happen. As He often did, Jesus used metaphors and symbols to teach. He 
pointed out that a seed had to die to produce life. 

Jesus’s analogy of dying to live not only applied to Him, but also to 
anyone who followed Him. Some people might try to preserve their ways 
of life rather than dying to self. But they lose the opportunity for greater, 
eternal life. In contrast, Jesus was willing to yield His life to glorify the 
Father and to provide salvation for believers. Confirming His faithfulness, 
the voice of God erupted from heaven saying that He had glorified His 
name and would do so again. Jesus’s death would result in drawing people 
to Himself for God’s glory. Just as some Greeks had been attracted to Jesus, 
His death on the cross would bring countless others to Him. 

Using another metaphor, Jesus described Himself as the light of the 
world. Jesus urged His followers to believe in the light and walk in the light. 
Addressing His earthly life, Jesus warned that the light would only be with 
them for a short while. They needed to take advantage of His presence to 
grow stronger in their faith and to put that faith into practice as children 
of the light.

Unfortunately, in keeping with Isaiah’s prophecies many were blind 
to the light and refused to believe. Some people who heard Jesus believed 

KEY DOCTRINE

Salvation
Salvation is offered freely to all 
who accept Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior, who by His own blood 
obtained eternal redemption for 
the believer. (See Matt. 1:21; 
Eph 2:8-9.) 

BIBLE SKILL

Dig deeper into the 
usage of key words or 
phrases.
Examine Jesus’s reference to 
His hour as He responded to 
His mother. (John 2:4) Notice 
the difference between Jesus’s 
reference to “My hour” and “the 
hour” in John 4:21-23. Consider 
how the early failures of Jesus’s 
enemies related to the fact that 
His hour had not yet arrived. 
(John 7:30). Read John 13:1 to see 
another description of Jesus’s 
hour. What changed to indicate 
Jesus’s hour finally arrived in 
John 12:23? 
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in Him, but they were reluctant to do so openly for fear of their religious 
leaders. They desired the approval of people rather than being willing to 
lay down their lives for Christ. Everything Jesus said revealed the Father; 
therefore, their lack of faith showed their attitude not merely about Jesus, 
but also toward the Father who sent Him.

EXPLORE THE TEXT
INTRODUCED (JOHN 12:20-22)

Verse 20
Jesus’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem attracted the attention of the 
entire city. The capital was filled with people for the Passover festival, 
including some Greeks among the crowds. Their intention to worship 
indicated they were either Jewish converts or God-fearers who believed in 
Yahweh as the one true God. 

Like their Jewish counterparts, these Greeks went up to Jerusalem for 
Passover. The phrase was commonly use in reference to anyone going to 
Jerusalem. Not only did Jerusalem occupy an elevated position, but the 
temple was the spiritual center of the nation. Most likely, these God-fearing 
Gentiles would have been limited to the Court of the Gentiles unless they 
had become circumcised converts. The fact that they came to observe the 
Passover suggests the latter. 

Verses 21-22
The text does not specify why the Greeks came to Philip. Essentially, they 
needed someone to introduce them to Jesus, and Philip may have been 
available in the moment. Since Philip was from •Bethsaida in Galilee, 
these men may have been from that area and knew Philip. However, they 
addressed Philip as sir, a more formal way of addressing someone. Had they 
known Philip personally, they probably would have used his name. It’s also 
possible that they were attracted to Philip’s Greek name. 

Whatever their motivation, John was not specific about why the Greeks 
wanted to meet Jesus. They simply asked Philip to introduce them to Him. 
They wanted to see Jesus. 

Instead of going directly to Jesus, Philip consulted with Andrew. Both 
men were known for bringing people to Jesus. Philip had introduced 
Nathanael to Christ, and Andrew had told his brother, Simon, about finding 
the Messiah (John 1:41-45). The text does not specify whether these two 
disciples brought the seekers to Jesus. John simply says Andrew and Philip 
went and told Jesus. 

Together, the disciples alerted Jesus of the Greeks’ desire to see Him. 
Neither sought to have greater influence with Jesus. Unlike some of the 
previous discussions about who would be greatest in the kingdom, these 
men demonstrated servant hearts. Their only interest was in bringing 
people to the Master.

VERSE 20

20 Now some Greeks 
were among those who 
went up to worship at 
the festival.

VERSES 21-22

21 So they came to 
Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, 
and requested of him, 
“Sir, we want to see 
Jesus.” 22 Philip went 
and told Andrew; then 
Andrew and Philip went 
and told Jesus.
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Sometimes divine appointments intersect in daily life, offering 
opportunities to tell people about Jesus. Other times, we may intentionally 
seek out people who need to be saved. In every situation, the Holy Spirit 
can use us to help others know Christ and be born again.

(In PSG, p . 22) What makes a person approachable? How does our personal 
identity serve as a door to point others to Jesus? 

DIES (JOHN 12:23-26)

Verses 23-24
Most people would not link glory with the horrific death of the cross. In the 
eyes of the world, Jesus’s death in the company of thieves was inglorious. 
But He understood the spiritual dimensions behind the cross. Certainly, 
Jesus would be glorified at the resurrection, but He also knew that He (the 
Son of Man) would also be glorified through His atoning sacrifice. 

Jesus often used Son of Man to identify Himself as the Messiah. He 
was indeed the Son of God and God the Son, but in addition to being fully 
divine, He was also fully human. As the Son of Man, He could die for 
humanity—the sinless One sacrificed to save sinful people.

Jesus had anticipated this hour and often noted that His hour had not 
yet arrived (John 8:20). This did not refer to a sixty-minute period. Instead, 
it represented the culmination of His life purpose at the cross. Just as 
Jesus’s birth occurred at the perfect time in God’s plan (Gal. 4:4), His death 
would also take place according to the Father’s will (Acts 2:23). 

For points of emphasis, Jesus sometimes used truly. He also added to 
the emphasis with I tell you (John 1:51; 5:24; 6:47; 14:12; 16:20). When the 
two terms are taken together (Truly, I tell you), the phrase offers a strong 
challenge that demands listeners’ attention.

Jesus also employed familiar objects for spiritual application. In this 
agricultural society, the people understood the life cycle of a grain of wheat. 
As in His parable of the sower, the seed is planted by the farmer. Prior to 
germination, the grain remains by itself. It cannot reproduce. But through 
its death, the seed produces much fruit.

Verse 25-26
Jesus wanted the disciples to understand a vital spiritual truth. If a person 
loves his life, he will lose it. This phrase describes people caring more about 
their earthly life, including worldly pleasures, than about serving God. 
Such individuals will inevitably forfeit their earthly and spiritual lives.

Jesus contrasted the self-centered person with one who hates his life 
in this world. Some scholars argue that hates implies less love or personal 
preference. In Greek, the term portrays intense distaste or hostility. Such 
people will experience eternal life. The term keep means “to preserve,” so 

VERSES 23-24

23 Jesus replied to them, 
“The hour has come 
for the Son of Man to 
be glorified. 24 Truly I 
tell you, unless a grain 
of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it 
remains by itself. But if 
it dies, it produces  
much fruit.”

VERSES 25-26

25 “The one who loves his 
life will lose it, and the 
one who hates his life 
in this world will keep 
it for eternal life. 26 If 
anyone serves me, he 
must follow me. Where 
I am, there my servant 
also will be. If anyone 
serves me, the Father 
will honor him.” 
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those who set aside personal desires for the sake of Christ will enjoy eternal 
life, both quantitatively and qualitatively. 

On one level, the seed that dies represents Jesus who died to provide 
eternal life. It also applies to believers. Jesus linked the actions of one 
who serves Him with the need to follow Him. In another context, Jesus 
described the necessity of denying oneself and following Him (Luke 9:23). 
Jesus went further and said anyone not willing to do so was not worthy of 
Him (Matt. 10:38).

Verse 26 employs three terms derived from the same root word from 
which we get “deacon.” The first and third uses involve a verb form with a 
conditional phrase: If anyone serves me. People have the option to serve 
Christ or not, but serving Jesus carries both a requirement (“follow me”)
and a reward (the Father’s honor). Believers also receive a second reward: 
Jesus said they would live where I am. To be present with the Master is the 
greatest blessing imaginable. 

Discipleship involves casting aside personal desire for the honor of 
serving Jesus. Some believers may experience physical death as a result, 
but all Christians must die to self so they can live in Christ. 

(In PSG, p . 24) Why is it difficult to hate one’s life in this world? How does 
losing one’s life lead to gaining life? 

GLORIFIED (JOHN 12:27-28)

Verse 27
As Jesus reflected on His looming death, He shared that His soul was 
troubled. The soul includes a person’s innermost parts: the mind, will, 
emotions, and spirit. Being fully human as well as fully divine, Jesus 
experienced emotional and mental pain like anyone else. He understood the 
spiritual purpose of His atoning sacrifice. He who had never experienced 
sin would take on the sin of the world and die for it (2 Cor. 5:21).

Employing a rhetorical question, Jesus asked if He should ask the 
Father to rescue Him from this hour. His familiar use of Father emphasized 
the intimate relationship they shared. Jesus knew that He could not avoid 
the cross. Jesus’s expression of extreme emotion here foreshadowed His 
anguish in Gethsemane on the eve of His crucifixion (Matt. 26:36-39). 

Verse 28
Jesus asked God to glorify your name. The verb form means the Father 
initiates the glory. Its object was His name. God’s name represented His 
reputation, personhood, and being. Many Old Testament prophecies 
focused on the glory of God’s name (Ps. 25:11; Ezek. 36:20-23; Amos 2:7). 

In response, a voice came from heaven. Twice before the Father had 
verbally affirmed the Son (Matt. 3:17; 17:5). Here, the Father declared that 

VERSES 27

27 “Now my soul is 
troubled. What should 
I say—Father, save me 
from this hour? But  
that is why I came to 
this hour.”

VERSE 28

28 “Father, glorify your 
name.” Then a voice 
came from heaven: “I 
have glorified it, and I 
will glorify it again.” 
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He had already glorified His name and will glorify it again. The Father 
had glorified His name through Jesus’s life and would do so again through 
His death and resurrection (Phil. 2:11). By glorifying the Son, the Father 
glorified Himself, fulfilling Jesus’s prayer (John 17:1-5).

Hope is found in faithfully following the Father. Just as Jesus fulfilled 
His purpose on earth by obediently glorifying the Father, believers magnify 
the Heavenly Father through their faithfulness. 

(In PSG, p . 25) How does the struggle faced by Jesus help believers faithfully 
follow God? 

DRAWS (JOHN 12:29-33)

Verses 29-30
The crowd present when God spoke included Jesus’s disciples, the Greeks 
who came with Philip and Andrew, and others attracted by Jesus’s presence 
at the festival. They heard the Father’s voice, but they could not distinguish 
it. Some thought what they heard was thunder. Others believed an angel 
had spoken. On the Mount of Transfiguration, Peter, James, and John had 
understood God’s voice perfectly (Matt. 17:1-8). But the astonished crowd 
was divided, partly because the idea that God would speak audibly was 
beyond their imagination.

Jesus identified the sound as a voice. Jesus never sought the Father’s 
verbal approval because He and the Father were One. So, He said the voice 
came for you. As with Jesus’s prayer at Lazarus’s tomb, this manifestation 
was for the people who heard it. Although their human state made it difficult 
to comprehend the voice of God, they knew something supernatural 
had occurred.

Verse 31
With eschatological certainty, Jesus declared the arrival of judgment of 
this world. While Jesus came to save the world, this judgment was based on 
the dividing line of faith in Him (John 12:47). The term world can describe 
the physical earth, the inhabitants of the world, or the worldly system of 
thought. Jesus’s death and resurrection established the basis for judgment. 
Whoever repents and believes in Him are not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe will be condemned (John 3:18). 

Additionally, judgment would fall on the ruler of this world. The original 
sinner, Satan, was judged along with the world system he controlled. 
Scripture refers to the devil as the “prince of this world” (John 14:30) or the 
“prince of the powers of the air” (Eph. 2:2). Satan’s influence on the world 
was evident at Jesus’s temptation (Matt. 4:8-10). 

The idea of Satan being cast out does not mean he was immediately 
removed. But upon Jesus’s death and resurrection, his defeat and judgment 

VERSES 29-30

29 The crowd standing 
there heard it and said 
it was thunder. Others 
said, “An angel has 
spoken to him.” 30 Jesus 
responded, “This voice 
came, not for me, but 
for you.” 

VERSE 31

31 “Now is the judgment 
of this world. Now the 
ruler of this world will 
be cast out.”
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were assured (Col. 2:15). Ultimately, he will be bound for a thousand years 
before being thrown into the lake of fire forever (Rev. 20:2,10).

Verse 32
Jesus knew what would happen once He was lifted up. He had used this 
phrase in speaking with Nicodemus (John 3:14). Speaking here to the Jews, 
Jesus predicted that when He was lifted up, many would realize that He was 
indeed the Messiah, God’s Son (John 8:28). 

By being lifted, Jesus would draw all people to Himself. God draws 
people to Jesus, but it does not mean that everyone will believe and be 
saved. Many will reject Jesus. But, as God’s Spirit moves and convicts, 
some will respond. They will believe in Jesus and be saved (John 3:14-15). 

It’s also important to recall that Jesus said this in the presence of Jews 
and Greeks. In this way, Jesus extended the possibility of salvation to all 
people who would believe. Ethnicity or nationality don’t matter. 

Verse 33
“Lifted up” described what kind of death Jesus would experience. Jesus 
saw the cross just a few days away. He understood the hour had come to 
fulfill His mission and to provide the sacrificial atonement so people might 
be saved through faith in Him. 

Jesus’s crucifixion was approaching quickly, and He had stopped 
thinking of being lifted up in terms of the future. He understood exactly 
when and how He would die. The cross stood in His immediate path, and 
He would not shrink from it. 

Jesus draws those who seek Him to the cross. He draws their eyes 
upward to see His nail-pierced hands and feet, along with the horrible 
results of scourging upon His body. He draws their conscience inward so 
they can understand why the enormity of sin made the death of God’s Son 
necessary. He draws their hearts outward to repent, believe, and receive 
Him as Lord and Savior.

(In PSG, p . 26) How does the death of Jesus on the cross produce judgment 
and victory? How does the cross draw people today? 

VERSE 32

32 “As for me, if I am lifted 
up from the earth I will 
draw all people to myself.”

VERSE 33

33 He said this to indicate 
what kind of death he 
was about to die.
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LEAD GROUP BIBLE STUDY

ENGAGE
BEGIN: Display a variety of seed packets. 
As the group arrives, invite the them to 
share their gardening stories. Highlight 
one or two of the seed packets. Note that 
the seed itself does not look anything like 
its final product, but the packets let you 
know what to expect. Ask: Before you get a 
harvest, what happens to the seed? 

TRANSITION: Just like the seed has to be 
buried, Jesus said He would need to die. In 
today’s study, we’ll see Jesus predicting His 
death. But John also reminds us that He offers 
hope through His death. 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
INTRODUCE: Using Understand the 
Context on page 20 of the Personal Study 
Guide (PSG), briefly explain the setting, 
including Jesus’s triumphal entry. 
Underscore that Jesus understood that His 
“hour” was coming, so He wanted to tell 
His followers what would be happening.

REVIEW: Point to Pack Item 2 (Poster: 
Outline of John) displayed on the wall or 
locate the outline of John on page 9 of 
the PSG. Recall that John 12 represents a 
transition in John’s Gospel, as the writer 
turned toward Jesus’s last week. 

TRANSITION: On Pack Item 1 (Map: The 
Passion Week in Jerusalem), indicate that 
Jesus entered Jerusalem. For the most part, 
the rest of John’s Gospel happens in Jerusalem 
or just outside the city walls. It also happened 
during Passover, a major celebration among 
the Jews. But the first account John provided 
related to a group of Gentiles.

READ: Invite a volunteer to read John 
12:20-22, considering why a group of 
Greeks would be interested in talking 

with Jesus. Direct the group to Pack 
Item 4 (Poster: Jesus’s Last Week) to find 
these events.

DESCRIBE: Though Jesus’s ministry was 
primarily to Jews, these verses make it clear 
He also came for Gentiles. These God-fearing 
Greeks had probably come to celebrate Passover. 

ASK: Encourage the group to read the 
content for verses 20-22 (PSG, p. 21) and 
to work as pairs to answer this question: 
Why did they approach Philip about 
seeing Jesus? Point out that Philip and 
Andrew were the only disciples with 
Greek names, so they might have seemed 
more approachable to the Greeks. Also it 
was probably easier to reach out to one of the 
disciples than to Jesus Himself. 

DISCUSS: Suggest that having 
something in common makes people 
more approachable. Ask: What are some 
affinities people share that could serve as 
a door to point someone to Jesus? Record 
responses on the board. As time permits, 
allow a few volunteers to share how 
they have used affinities to reach others 
for Jesus.

TRANSITION: John didn’t share what Jesus 
said to the Greeks—or if He even met with 
them at all. But he did describe the lessons 
Jesus taught afterward.

READ: Read John 12:23-26 aloud, 
directing the group to determine why 
it was important for Jesus to know and 
explain that His hour had come. 

EXAMINE: Encourage the group to read the 
content for verses 23-24 (PSG, pp. 22-23) to 
discover what Jesus meant when He talked 
about His hour. Note that several times in 
the Gospels, He had said His hour had not 
come. Now, He knew His death was imminent. 
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ASK: What did Jesus mean when He 
said that He would be glorified? Share 
that Jesus understood that His death 
would lead to our eternal life. Point out 
that through His death, He would be 
exalted, honored, and known. Ask: What 
illustration did Jesus use to describe 
His death?  

VISUAL: Explain that in a rural economy 
like first-century Palestine, planting and 
reaping made sense. On the board, draw a 
seed, then draw dirt over it. Draw a yield 
sign and a plant growing out of the dirt.

DISCUSS: Using information for verses 
25-26 (PSG, pp. 23-24), lead the group to 
paraphrase Jesus’s “if, then” statements. 
Highlight that Jesus said those who 
serve Him would follow Him. Ask: What 
implications does that have for us?

TRANSITION: Jesus felt the weight of what 
He was getting ready to face. But He also knew 
that He had a higher purpose: Bringing glory to 
Himself by bringing glory to the Father.

READ: Instruct a volunteer to read 
aloud, John 12:27-28, encouraging the 
group to recall other times in Scripture 
when God spoke aloud. 

REFLECT: Call attention to the turmoil 
Jesus was experiencing. Ask: How do 
these verses reveal that Jesus knew 
and accepted His purpose for coming to 
earth? Challenge the group to consider 
times when they struggled to obey God’s 
will. Ask: How does Jesus’s struggle help 
believers faithfully follow God?

TRANSITION: The Father validated Jesus 
by speaking to the crowd. But Jesus already 
knew His Father was pleased with Him. It was 
another indication for those around Him that 
He was the Son of God.

READ: Invite a volunteer to read John 
12:29-33 aloud, directing the group to 

determine the crowd’s response to what 
they heard.

EXPLAIN: Not everyone understood the voice, 
but Jesus said the voice proved that He was the 
Christ. He also explained that Satan and his 
forces of evil would be defeated once He was 
lifted up. This indicated His crucifixion.

ASK: Direct the group to the question on 
page 26 of the PSG: How does the death of 
Jesus on the cross produce judgment and 
victory? How does the cross draw people 
today? Facilitate a brief discussion about 
how Jesus’s death provides life.

MEMORY VERSE: Divide John 12:32 into 
three parts and assign one third of the 
group each of the parts. After repeating 
their sections several times, direct them 
to switch parts. Repeat and change again. 
Distribute Pack item 8 (Handout: Memory 
Verses Bookmark). Challenge the group to 
place the bookmark in their Bible or PSG to 
review every memory verse in this unit.

CHALLENGE
ASK: How does being a believer in Jesus 
affect a person’s life? Invite a volunteer 
to read the application statements under 
Apply the Text (PSG, p. 27). 

PROPOSE: Direct the group to create a 
list of people they know who are far from 
God. Ask: What actions can we take as 
individuals and as a group to introduce 
others to Jesus? Mention the opportunity 
to give to the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering as one example.

RESPOND: Encourage the group to use 
the second question set in their personal 
quiet time as they reflect on strengthening 
their witness. 

PRAY: Conclude with prayer, thanking God 
for sending Jesus to be our sacrifice. Pray 
that the group will be bold in sharing Jesus 
and in giving to missions. 
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OPTIONS
Use these options to supplement and enhance the group plans  
on the previous pages.

MUSIC

Lead the group to sing or recite the words 
to “Glorify Thy Name” by Donna Adkins 
(1981). This worship hymn is so simple, 
even repetitive, but it can also focus the 
group’s thoughts on worshiping God. 
Conclude with the praise chorus “He Is 
Lord” if you wish.

ROLE PLAY

Pre-enlist two volunteers to role play 
someone leading another person to Christ. 
Suggest the pair use the plan on the inside 
cover of the PSG or these steps and prayer 
associated with Billy Graham.

1. Tell them about God’s plan—peace 
and life. 

2. Share our problem—separation 
from God. 

3. Talk about God’s remedy—the cross. 

4. Our response—receive Christ. 

To receive Christ, a person needs to do 
four things:

• Admit you’re a sinner.

• Ask forgiveness and be willing to turn 
away from your sins.

• Believe that Christ died for you on 
the cross.

• Receive Christ into your heart and life.

Prayer: “Dear Lord Jesus, I know I am a 
sinner, and I ask for Your forgiveness. I 
believe You died for my sins and rose from 
the dead. I trust and follow You as my Lord 
and Savior. Guide my life and help me to do 
Your will. In Your name, amen.”

OBJECT LESSON

Gather various kinds of crosses.

Display several crosses. Invite the group 
to tell about their own crosses at home. 
Ask: What does wearing a cross as a piece 
of jewelry represent? How is it different 
for different people? Where might people 
be persecuted for displaying a cross on 
a building or themselves? Divide into 
two or more teams. Direct the teams 
to do an Internet search to find and 
share interesting facts about crucifixion. 
Suggest they try sites like beliefnet.com, 
biblestudytools.com, or biblicalarchaeology.com.

COMPARISON

Display a clock.

Display a clock and refer to the recent 
change to Daylight Savings Time. Direct 
the group to the Bible Skill activity on page 
22 of the PSG. Instruct them to work in 
teams of two or three to compare the way 
“hour” is used in the various Scripture 
references. In John’s Gospel, “hour” usually 
refers to the time of the triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem until Jesus’s death and resurrection.

AGREE OR DISAGREE

Write the following statement from John 
12:25 on the board: “He who loves his life 
will lose it.” Place the group in an even 
number of teams, with half the teams 
supporting an “Agree” position and the 
other half supporting a “Disagree” position. 
After a few minutes, let each team share 
their arguments, alternating between 
“Agree” and “Disagree.” Affirm that Jesus 
noted that one must lose his or her life to 
truly find eternal life in Him.
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