
Question 1:
When have you taken a big leap of faith?

Does It Call You to 
Trust God?3
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THE POINT

Discerning and obeying God’s 
voice calls for faith in Him. 

THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE

I served as the president 
of the Canadian Southern 
Baptist Seminary for thirteen 
years . In my second year, 
God orchestrated a series of 
events that led us to take a 
huge step of faith and build a 
new academic building . This 
was an enormous project 
that more than doubled our 
facilities . It would cost far 
more money than we had 
ever raised or spent before . 
We had no money available 
for the project, so it would all 
be by faith . 

The Lord did not give us 
all that we needed at the 
beginning . Rather, as we took 

each step, God granted us 
enough funds for the next 
stage of building . At times, 
we couldn’t continue working 
unless additional funds 
were received . But then 
right on schedule, a check 
would arrive for just what 
we needed . 

Some wondered why God 
would not give us all the 
money we required at the 
outset, but we learned 
a valuable lesson in that 
process: Everything God 
does in our life is designed to 
increase our faith in Him . We 
knew what God wanted, and 
we trusted Him to work . 
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WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?

Hebrews 11:1-3
1 Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen. 2 For 
by this our ancestors were approved. 3 By faith we understand that the universe 
was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are 
not visible.

We can’t see God with our physical eyes, but 
He is a real person who wants to have a close, 
personal fellowship with us . God is spirit and 
He resides in a heavenly world that is beyond 
our comprehension . In addition, God’s ways 
are entirely different and superior to our 
thoughts and ways (Isa . 55:8-9) . This makes 
our interaction with God entirely different 
from any of our other relationships . Because 
of these factors, we must have faith if we are 
to relate properly to God . 

Faith is confidence and trust that something is 
true . “Faith is the reality of what is hoped for” 
(v . 1) . Our faith gives us assurance that what 

we believe will become a reality . When we 
know the character and power of God, and we 
believe what God has promised, then we can 
be assured that God will do what He said .

In the Bible, faith is always God-centered . The 
writer of Hebrews doesn’t encourage us to 
have faith in ourselves, but in God . We can’t 
always make our own dreams successful, 
regardless of how hard we work to that 
end . It’s not the power of positive thinking, 
because we are limited in how much we can 
make our thoughts become a reality . God, 
though, can bring every one of His purposes 
to reality in our lives . When we place our faith 
in Him, we can be absolutely confident He will 
do what He has said .

Throughout history, it has been people’s 
faith that pleased God . Verse 2 points to “our 
ancestors,” God’s people throughout the Old 
Testament . These people were extremely 

Question 2:
How would you describe faith?
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Discerning and obeying God’s voice calls for faith in Him. 

diverse—men and women, young and old, 
powerful and weak—yet the one thing they all 
had in common was their faith in God. 

It is by faith that we recognize and understand 
God’s work around us. Paul stated that the 
heavens reveal God’s handiwork (Rom. 
1:20). Nevertheless, some people look at the 
heavens and fail to recognize God’s activity. 
Similarly, that’s why some people go to church 
and encounter God and others don’t. It’s our 
faith that opens our spiritual eyes to see the 

truth before us. It’s our faith that enables us to 
understand that the universe was created by 
the word of God. This refers to God speaking 
in Genesis chapter 1 (vv. 3-28). It also points to 
Christ who was active in creation (John 1:1-3). 

To understand God’s words, you must have 
faith. With faith, you can hear God as you look 
at the stars, as you attend a worship service, 
or when you read the Bible. Faith opens your 
understanding to what God is saying.

Hebrews 11:4-6
4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was 
approved as a righteous man, because God approved his gifts, and even though he is 
dead, he still speaks through his faith. 5 By faith Enoch was taken away, and so he did 
not experience death. He was not to be found because God took him away. For before 
he was taken away, he was approved as one who pleased God. 6 Now without faith it 
is impossible to please God, since the one who draws near to him must believe that he 
exists and that he rewards those who seek him.

We read earlier in verse 2 that it was the faith 
of our spiritual ancestors that received God’s 
approval, and verse 4 begins a summary of 
a few of these “heroes of the faith .” This, of 
course, is not an exhaustive list . Interestingly, 
this summary does not commence with 
Adam and Eve, but with their martyred son, 
Abel . Cain and Abel both gave an offering to 
God (Gen . 4:3-5) . However, God approved 
of Abel’s offering but not Cain’s . Scripture 
doesn’t indicate why . Cain’s offering came 

from the produce of the land, while Abel’s 
was the firstborn of his flock . Some speculate 
that Abel’s offering involved the shedding of 
blood, while Cain’s did not . Even under the 
Mosaic law, grain offerings were welcomed . 
Hebrews tells us that it was faith that made 
Abel’s offering acceptable to God . It was 
also by his faith that God considered Abel to 
be righteous . As a result, even though Abel 
has long been dead, his faith continues to 
encourage believers today .
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__ Coach __ Banker __ Mail Carrier __ Farmer 

__ Minister __ Counselor __ Salesperson __ Athlete 

Describe why you chose the most trustworthy: 

Describe why you chose the least trustworthy: 

On what basis do you trust God for daily guidance?

WHOM DO YOU TRUST?
As our culture has changed, people have changed the basis for choosing who to trust. With 

1 being most trustworthy and 8 being least trustworthy, rank the following occupations:

“Faith is like radar that sees through the fog—the reality 
of things at a distance that the human eye cannot see.”

C O R R I E  T E N  B O O M

Engage
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Hebrews 11:13-16
13 These all died in faith, although they had not received the things that were 
promised. But they saw them from a distance, greeted them, and confessed that they 
were foreigners and temporary residents on the earth. 14 Now those who say such 
things make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they were thinking about 
where they came from, they would have had an opportunity to return. 16 But they 
now desire a better place—a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called 
their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

Faith looks to the future . It trusts that God 
will do something that has not yet occurred . 
At times faith believes God for tomorrow . At 
other times it trusts God to do something 
years or even decades away . Our faith can be 
tested by how long we are prepared to wait 
for God’s answer . 

Enoch is listed as another example of 
someone whose faith pleased God. Because 
God delighted in him, God brought Enoch 
to Himself in an unusual way, bypassing the 
normal death process (Gen. 5:24). 

Verse 6 is one of the Bible’s most important 
statements about faith: “without faith it is 
impossible to please God.” It’s impossible! 
When God speaks to you, He will always seek 
to bring you to a greater level of faith. People 
tend to nestle themselves into a comfortable 
life that they can handle on their own. But 
that displeases God. If your life has become 
extremely safe, predictable, and comfortable, 
don’t be surprised if you hear God speaking 
to you about something that may rattle your 
world! Without faith, it is impossible to please 

God, so He will do whatever is necessary to 
move your life into a place where it requires 
faith in Him.

People often assume that a large donation, a 
huge undertaking, or serving as a missionary 
brings God most pleasure. But God looks 
for faith. Two people can do the same thing, 
yet for one, it requires far more faith than 
for the other. It is our faith that makes our 
service pleasing to God, not the costliness of 
our action. 

Question 4:
What are some promises of God 
you hold tight to?

Question 3:
When have you been encouraged 
by someone else’s faith?
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The heroes of the faith listed in Hebrews 
11 believed what God had promised . God 
assured Abraham and Sarah that their 
descendants would be as numerous as 
the stars in the sky, yet they never saw it in 
their lifetime . Some of God’s promises take 
much time before they are accomplished . 
Nevertheless, those mentioned in Hebrews 
11 were certain it would happen one day, and 
they rejoiced in God as if it had already been 
achieved, so certain were they that it would be .

God had told Abraham he would become the 
father of a great nation, but it was twenty-five 
years before Isaac, the son of this promise, 
was born . During those years, Abraham could 
have lost hope and assumed God’s promise 
was impossible . But such was his faith that, 
even when God’s promise seemed humanly 
unattainable, he still believed that, with God, 
all things were possible . That is why God 
considered him to be righteous (Gen . 15:6) . 
It was not what Abraham did, but what he 
believed that pleased God .

We live in an imperfect world, filled with 
suffering, pain, and evil . It can be extremely 
difficult, even dangerous, to be a Christian 
in many places in the world today . Yet, God 
has promised that He is preparing a far better 
place for believers to inhabit one day (John 
14:2) . Though we are not yet experiencing 
all that God has promised, we look forward 
to the future God has promised, and we wait 
confidently for it, knowing it is a certainty 
because God has said it will be so .

Question 5:
How does focusing on the future 
God has promised us change the 
way we live our daily lives?
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Discerning and obeying God’s voice calls for faith in Him. 
What will you do in response to the truth that obedience to 
God calls for faith? Choose one of the following applications:

 Pray. Consider the greatest challenge you are currently 
facing. On a scale of one to ten, how would you rate your 
faith? Pray each day, trusting God to help you with the 
challenging situation. 

 List. Make a list of as many promises of God in the Bible 
that you can think of. Identify any promises you may have 
difficulty believing for your own life. Pray and ask God to 
help you trust Him and claim those promises for your life.

 Encourage. If you know others who are struggling with 
faith or with one of God’s promises, encourage their faith. 
Pray for them and with them. Remind them that God’s 
faithfulness in the past means He can be trusted with  
the future.

Whether you are waiting for God to come through for a 
project or for a person, faith will be required. Thankfully, we 
know that the One we wait upon is the Faithful One.

LIVE IT OUT
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