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WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Come away to a quiet place.
Christ is waiting for us.

When our spirits are weary,
Christ meets us with compassion.

When our hands seem empty,
Christ places blessing within them.

When fear tells us there is not enough,
God reveals abundance beyond imagining.

Come and worship the one
who satisfies every hungry heart,
who gathers every wandering soul,
and whose mercy never runs dry.

GATHERING HYMN  ELW #658

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Compassionate Savior, when we see only scarcity, teach us to trust your abundance. 
When we feel overwhelmed by the needs around us, fill us with your courage and 
generosity. Take the ordinary gifts we bring—our time, our talents, our love, our 
lives—bless them, break them open, and multiply them for the healing of the 
world. Feed us today with your living Word, that we may become bread for our 
neighbors through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 55:1-5 Page 531

God invites Israel to a great feast at which both food and drink are free. God also promises to make 
an everlasting covenant with all peoples, with promises that previously had been limited to Israel. As 
David was a witness to the nations, these nations shall now acknowledge the ways in which God has 
glori�ed Israel.

The reading is concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 145:8-9, 14-21
8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion,

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 Lord, you are good to all,

  and your compassion is over all your works. 
14 The Lord upholds all those who fall

  and lifts up those who are bowed down.
15 The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord,

  and you give them their food in due season.
16 You open wide your hand

  and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17 You are righteous in all your ways

  and loving in all your works.
18 You are near to all who call upon you,

  to all who call upon you faithfully.
19 You fulfill the desire of those who fear you;

  you hear their cry and save them.
20 You watch over all those who love you,

  but all the wicked you shall destroy.
21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord;

  let all flesh bless God’s holy name forever and ever.

SECOND READING:  Romans 9:1-5 Page 121

This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s 
saving plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s 
children, having God’s covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and 
receiving divine promises.

The reading is concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 14th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 14:13-21  Page 12

After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others 
will not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest 
miracles.

After the reading:
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Vicar Sophie Warnberg
HYMN OF THE DAY
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Open our eyes to see your abundance.
Open our hands to share your gifts.
Open our hearts to love as Christ has loved us.

Hear the good news: The God who fed thousands with a few loaves and fish still 
provides more grace than we can ever exhaust. In Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Your fears are answered with hope. Your emptiness is filled with mercy. 
You are no longer defined by what you lack, but by the abundance of God's
love poured out for you.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE

Offer a sign of peace with those around you

GATHERING OF GIFTS FOR MISSION AND MINISTRY

OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God, you have filled our lives with blessings too numerous to count. 
Receive these gifts, and receive our lives. Bless them. Multiply them. Use them to 
feed the hungry, welcome the stranger, comfort the hurting, and proclaim the good 
news of Jesus Christ. Amen.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Gracious God,
Too often we live with closed hands and guarded hearts.
We count what we lack
instead of trusting what you provide.
We hold tightly to our possessions,
our time, our forgiveness,
and our compassion,
fearing there will not be enough.

Forgive us for believing in scarcity
when your kingdom overflows with grace.

8 9



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION & LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Communion will be distributed by coming forward and receiving the bread and wine. The center cups 
(white) are non-alcoholic grape juice. Upon receiving, please put empty cups in baskets 
provided. If you prefer gluten free, please ask Pastor who is distributing. Please proceed up the center 
aisle returning to your seat via the side aisles.  

LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION SONGS ELW #542

Continued next page
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BENEDICTION

May God the Father, whose abundance knows no end, fill your life with hope.

May Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, strengthen you with compassion and send you 
to feed a hungry world.

May the ☩ Holy Spirit multiply every act of kindness, every word of mercy, and 
every gift of love, until all creation rejoices in the overflowing abundance of God's 
kingdom. Amen.

SENDING SONG  ELW #674

Let us Talents and Tongues Employ
See next page

 ELW #712
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DISMISSAL

Go now into the world
with open hands and joyful hearts.
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Hymns reproduced by permission under OneLicense # A-703142
Liturgical music reproduced by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License # SAS006198
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