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CALL TO WORSHIP

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Jesus calls us to a love that is genuine—
a love that holds fast to what is good.

Christ calls us to a life beyond ourselves—
a life of compassion, courage, and costly grace.

The Spirit calls us to rejoice in hope,
to persevere in suffering,
and to remain faithful in prayer.

Come, take up the cross and follow.
Come, let us worship God.

GATHERING SONGS

Indescribable

Verse 1
From the highest of heights 
to the depths of the sea
Creation's revealing Your majesty
From the colors of Fall 
to the fragrance of Spring
Ev'ry creature unique 
in the song that it sings
All exclaiming

Chorus 1
Indescribable, uncontainable
You placed the stars in the sky
And You know them by name
You are amazing God
All powerful, untamable
Awestruck we fall to our knees
As we humbly proclaim
You are amazing God

Continued next page

PRELUDE
 Everlasting God

WELCOME

Verse
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord
We will wait upon the Lord

Pre-Chorus
Our God, You reign forever
Our Hope, our strong Deliv'rer

Chorus
You are the everlasting God
The everlasting God
You do not faint
You won't grow weary
You're the defender of the weak
You comfort those in need
You lift us up on wings like eagles

Repeat from beginning

Pre-Chorus

Chorus 2x

Brenton Brown, Ken Riley
© 2005 Thankyou Music Ltd
All rights reserved. Used by permissions.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of costly and courageous love, your Son calls us to deny ourselves, take up the 
cross, and follow. Free us from the fear that clings to comfort and the pride that 
seeks its own way. Make our love genuine, our hope resilient, and our compassion 
generous. Give us grace to bless those who wound us, stand beside those who 
suffer, and overcome evil with good, so that our lives may bear witness to Jesus 
Christ, our crucified and risen Lord. Amen.
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Blessed Be Your Name

Verse 1
Blessed be Your name
In the land that is plentiful
Where Your streams of abundance flow
Blessed be Your name

Verse 2
Blessed be Your name
When I'm found in the desert place
Though I walk through the wilderness
Blessed be Your name

Pre-Chorus
Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll
Turn back to praise
When the darkness closes in Lord
Still I will say

Chorus
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name

Verse 3
Blessed be Your name
When the sun's shining down on me
When the world's all as it should be
Blessed be Your name

Verse 4
Blessed be Your name
On the road marked with suffering
Though there's pain in the offering
Blessed be Your name

Pre-Chorus

Chorus

Bridge
You give and take away
You give and take away
My heart will choose to say
Lord blessed be Your name
(REPEAT)

Chorus 2x

Beth Redman, Matt Redman
© 2002 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing)
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
CCLI License # 302491

Verse 2
Who has told ev'ry lightning bolt 
where it should go
Or seen heavenly storehouses
 laden with snow
Who imagined the sun 
and gives source to its light
Yet conceals it to bring us 
the coolness of night
None can fathom

Chorus 1
Indescribable, uncontainable
You placed the stars in the sky
And You know them by name
You are amazing God
All powerful, untamable
Awestruck we fall to our knees
As we humbly proclaim
You are amazing God

Interlude
You are amazing God

Chorus 2
Indescribable, uncontainable
You placed the stars in the sky
And You know them by name
You are amazing God
Incomparable, unchangeable
You see the depths of my heart
And You love me the same
You are amazing God
You are amazing God

Laura Story, Jesse Reeves
© 2004 Laura Stories (Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing)
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
CCLI License # 302491



CHILDREN’S SERMON & KIDS’ PRAISE

At this time children age 3 – grade 3 are now dismissed,
at the parent’s discretion, to the Chapel.

FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 15:15-21 Page 556

Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the Lord is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon him 
and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be 
allowed to continue in his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am 
with you.”

The reading is concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 26:1-8
1 Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity;
  I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered.

2 Test me, O Lord, and try me;
  examine my heart and my mind.

3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes;
  I have walked faithfully with you.

4 I have not sat with the worthless,
  nor do I consort with the deceitful.

5 I have hated the company of evildoers;
  I will not sit down with the wicked.

6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord,
  that I may go in procession round your altar,

7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving
  and recounting all your wonderful deeds.

8 Lord, I love the house in which you dwell
  and the place where your glory abides.

SECOND READING:  Romans 12:9-21 Page 124

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the 
un�agging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek 
to overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek 
to live at peace with all people.

The reading is concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting 10

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose mercy meets us in our weakness, 
whose love transforms our lives, and whose grace leads us in the way of the cross. 
Let us confess the ways we resist the life to which Christ calls us.

Merciful God,
we confess that we often seek comfort without commitment,
and faith without the cross.
Our love is not always genuine.
We hold tightly to resentment,
return harm for harm,
and turn away from the suffering of our neighbors.
We cling to the life we know
and resist the new life you offer.
Forgive us.

GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 16:21-28  Page 14

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the 
ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus 
has called a “rock.”

After the reading:
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Jeff Gramza

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #808

8 9



OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God, receive these gifts and receive our lives. Use them to feed the 
hungry, welcome the stranger, comfort the grieving, and strengthen the weary. 
Shape us into a community of genuine love, joyful hope, patient endurance, and 
generous hospitality, until your mercy is made visible throughout the world. 
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Verse 2
Will we ever rise will 
we ever rise above the pain
Can we learn another way 
forgive as You forgave
I can see another day come

Chorus

Bridge
Come heal now
 take away the blindness
So we can see 
as we were meant to see

I feel light devastating darkness
For I can see another day come
I can see another day come
Broken people we can be made whole
Broken people we can be made whole
Chorus

Ending
Will we ever rise
Will we ever rise

Ben Fielding, David Gungor, John Arndt
© 2017 SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia; 
Remaining portion is unaffiliated
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
CCLI License #302491

Set our hearts on the things of God.
Lead us again in the way of Jesus Christ.

Hear the good news: Christ does not abandon us in our weakness. Through the 
cross, every power of sin and death has been overcome. By the grace of God, your 
sins are forgiven, your life is restored, and you are set free to love genuinely, serve 
courageously, and follow Christ wherever love may lead.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE

Offer a sign of peace with those around you

GATHERING OF GIFTS FOR MISSION AND MINISTRY

OFFERTORY SONG

 Will We Ever Rise (Broken People)

Verse 1
Will we ever rise 
will we ever rise above the fear
Can we learn to see the need 
can we share humanity
I can see another day come

Chorus
Broken people we can be made whole
We can be made whole 
we can be made whole
As we lay down our weapons 
open up our hearts
Love is breaking us
Love remaking us
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LAMB OF GOD ELW Setting 10

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Communion will be distributed by coming forward and receiving the bread and wine. The center cups 
(white) are non-alcoholic grape juice. Upon receiving, please put empty cups in baskets 
provided. If you prefer gluten free, please ask Pastor who is distributing. Please proceed up the center 
aisle returning to your seat via the side aisles.  

COMMUNION HYMNS

Let Us Break Bread Together ELW #471

Blest Be the Tie that Binds ELW #656

Will You Let Me Be Your Servant ELW #659

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW Setting 10

WORDS OF INSTITUTION & LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
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BENEDICTION

Go now with genuine love.
Hold fast to what is good.
Rejoice in hope,
persevere in suffering,
remain faithful in prayer,
and make room for the stranger.

And may the God who creates and sustains you,
Jesus Christ who leads you in the way of the cross,
and the Holy Spirit who strengthens you in love
☩ bless you now and always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN  ELW #710

DISMISSAL

Take up the cross.
Follow Christ.
Love without pretending,
serve without fear,
and overcome evil with good.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

 Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said stg. Marilyn Biery
  Charly Sly, organ
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