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Hymn SING ELW #879
For the Beauty of the Earth
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I For the beau-ty of the -earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav’n;
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for the love which from our birth o-ver and a-round us lies:
hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo-ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:
04 Refrain . .
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri- fice of praise.

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872

ELW #733

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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1 Great is thy faith - ful-ness, O  God my Fa-ther; there is no
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har-vest, sun, moon, and
3 Par-don for sin and a peace that en - dur-eth, thine own dear
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shad-ow of turn-ing with  thee; thou chang-est not, thy com -
stars in their cours-es a - bove join  with all na - ture in
pres-ence to  cheer and to guide; strength for  to - day and bright
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pas-sions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou for - ev - er wilt be.
man -1 - fold wit-ness  to thy great faith - ful - ness, mer-cy, and love.
hope for to - mor-row, bless-ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!
Refrain
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Greatis thy faith-ful-ness! Great is thy  faith-ful-ness! Morn-ing by
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morn-ing new  mer-cies [ see; all I have need-ed thy
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hand hath pro - vid - ed; great is thy faith-ful-ness, Lord, un- to me.

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960
Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text and music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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WELCOME GATHERING HYMN ELW #533 (vs. 1-3, 5)

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 0 | — p——————
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Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me en - ter there,

2 Gra - cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;

3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di - vine;
5 Speak, O God,and 1 will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
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where my soul in  joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’'n on earth must be.

T

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,

calling forth life in which you took delight. let  my soul,where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er me shine
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. may I un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. a
l 1 1
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. : . — — } } N—p— . —
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By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, v — - % % i i i
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. Oh, how bless-ed is  this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, Ilet it be thy tem-ple now!
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, so that all 1 hear may be fruit- ful un - to life in me.

. . o . as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Here of life the foun- tain flows: here is balm for all our woes.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. B R o T e g 1878, alt

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Generous God, you scatter your Word with reckless grace, casting seeds of hope
upon every heart. Like rain upon thirsty ground, your mercy falls upon us. Break
apart the hardened places within us. Prepare in us good soil, that your Word may
take root, grow deep within us, and bear fruit in our lives: fruit of justice and
mercy, fruit of kindness and courage, fruit of faith and love. As the mountains burst
into song and the trees clap their hands, teach us to rejoice in your goodness;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRsT READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 Page 531

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and gﬁfective as never—faihng precipitation. Their return to the

Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.

The reading is concluded:
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psaim 65:9-13

” You visit the carth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river
of God is full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
'“You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
""You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.
' May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.
" May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak
themselves with grain;
let them shout for joy and sing.

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23

Page 120

Lyre captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we
know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us ﬁee ﬁom such a futi]e existence.

The reading is concluded:
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Page 10

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed”tjGod’s word by proclaiming the
good news that “the kingdom (ypheaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why

this good news produces dyﬁrerent results in those who hear.

After the reading:
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Scott Torkko
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HyMN OF THE DAY ELW #3807
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Dz, — — —
oX By BTN [P S D ST ELER s R

1 Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;

2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help [I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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let that
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mer - ¢y, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.

hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at
grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heart to

home.
thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God 1 love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.

he, to

res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.

Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE

Oﬁér a sign queace with those aroundyou

GATHERING OF GIFTS FOR MISSION AND MINISTRY
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OFFERTORY InvITATION TO COMMUNION

OFFERING PRAYER DistriBuTtioN oF HoLy COMMUNION

God of seed and harvest, you have filled the carth with abundance and our lives Communion will be distributed b)/ comingforward and receiving the bread and wine. The center cups

with countless blessings. Receive these gifts, the work of our hands and the (white) are non-alcoholic grape juice. Upon receiving, please put empty cups in baskets

Offerings of our hearts. Scatter them as seeds of hOPe, that your kingdom may grow, provided. If you prgfer gluten free, please ask Pastor who is distributing. Please proceed up the center

the hungry may be fed, the lonely welcomed, and your love made known. May aisle returning to your seat via the side aisles.

what is given today bear fruit thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and a hundredfold; through

Christ our Lord. Amen. LAmMB ofF GoD
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you. 1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin all the world a - way;
And also with you. 2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
Lift up your hearts. 3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
We lift them to the Lord. n .

Le‘f us .give thanlfs to the Lord our God. . (Lé b '0 P —— — D _!| J F | !i J = a‘l -
It is right to give our thanks and praise. J ! g &

WoRDS OF INSTITUTION & LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

you suf-fered death our

you set us free

e - ter-nal

COMMUNION SONGS

from guilt and
peace with God you

lives to save: have
grave: have

made: give

mer-cy now, we pray.

mer-cy now, we pray.

us your peace,we pray.

ACS # 1063

on earth as it is in heaven. God of the Fertile Fields
Give us this day our daily bread; n . .
nd forgive us our trespasses 6@ - i —— i i 5 '
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as we forgive those who trespass against us; J —

: . : . 1 God of the fer - tile fields, sha - per of
and le':s\d 1{5 not 11.1to temptation, but deliver us from evil. > We would be ew - @ids e, hold - Ing  in
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 3 As grows the hid - den seed to  fruit that

4 God of the coun - try - side, dear to the

glory, forever and ever. Amen.



ks

— h— — J h—
D P | al | . |
@HJ e o , <
boun - teous hand come gifts your love has planned,
love to share, teach us like you to care
toil be used, no gift of yours a - bused,
lives a - new in faith - ful love to  you.
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that  all in ev - ’ry land be clothed and fed.
for peo - ple ev - ’ry-where, that all may live.
no  hum - ble task re - fused your love be - stows.
Guide all we say and do. Your will be done.
Text: Georgia Harkness, 18911974, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 17161796
Text © 1955, ren. 1983 The Hymn Society, admin Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.
ELW #516
Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
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1 Al-might-y God, your word is cast like seed in - to the ground;
2 Let not the sly sa - tan-ic foe this ho - ly seed re - move,
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit - ful cares the ris - ing plant de - stroy,
sown, life - giv - ing grace be - stow,

4 So when the

pre - cious seed is
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now let the dew of heav'n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev - 'ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
re - ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.

that

all whose souls the truth

Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Music: ST. FLAVIAN, J. Day, Psalter, 1562

BENEDICTION

Go forth with joy.

Be led back in peace.
And may the mountains and hills break forth before you into singing,

while all the trees of the field clap their hands.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the # Holy Spirit. Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW #516

Sent Forth b)/ God's Blessing

See next page

DismiIssAL
The Word has been sown among us. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Hymns reproduced by permission under OneLicense # A-703142
Liturgical music reproduced by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License # SAS006198
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Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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1 Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess -ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv-ing,
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the peo - ple of God from this dwell-ing take leave.
the tasks of our ev - 'ty - day life we will face—
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The sup - per is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev - er car - ing,
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the  fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s chil - dren, the whole hu - man  race.
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The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, r1e - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed us, with  your light now
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
lead us; wu - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall u - | nite us
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your  king - dom and an - swer your  call.
give hon - or to Christ and his name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune

Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.
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