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WELCOME

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN  ELW #533 (vs. 1-3, 5)



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Generous God, you scatter your Word with reckless grace, casting seeds of hope 
upon every heart. Like rain upon thirsty ground, your mercy falls upon us. Break 
apart the hardened places within us. Prepare in us good soil, that your Word may 
take root, grow deep within us, and bear fruit in our lives: fruit of justice and
mercy, fruit of kindness and courage, fruit of faith and love. As the mountains burst 
into song and the trees clap their hands, teach us to rejoice in your goodness; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 55:10-13 Page 531

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return to the 
Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.

The reading is concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 65:9-13
9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river 
     of God is full of water.
  You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.

10 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.

11 You crown the year with your goodness,
  and your paths overflow with plenty.

12 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
  and the hills be clothed with joy.

13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak 
          themselves with grain;
  let them shout for joy and sing.

SECOND READING:  Romans 7:15-25a Page 120

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we 
know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

The reading is concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23  Page 10

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the 
good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why 
this good news produces different results in those who hear.

After the reading:
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Scott Torkko
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE

Offer a sign of peace with those around you

GATHERING OF GIFTS FOR MISSION AND MINISTRY

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #807
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OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER

God of seed and harvest, you have filled the earth with abundance and our lives 
with countless blessings. Receive these gifts, the work of our hands and the 
offerings of our hearts. Scatter them as seeds of hope, that your kingdom may grow, 
the hungry may be fed, the lonely welcomed, and your love made known. May 
what is given today bear fruit thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and a hundredfold; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION & LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Communion will be distributed by coming forward and receiving the bread and wine. The center cups 
(white) are non-alcoholic grape juice. Upon receiving, please put empty cups in baskets 
provided. If you prefer gluten free, please ask Pastor who is distributing. Please proceed up the center 
aisle returning to your seat via the side aisles.  

LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION SONGS ACS # 1063
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BENEDICTION

Go forth with joy.
Be led back in peace.
And may the mountains and hills break forth before you into singing,
while all the trees of the field clap their hands.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the ☩ Holy Spirit. Amen.

SENDING HYMN  ELW #516

Sent Forth by God's Blessing
See next page

DISMISSAL

The Word has been sown among us. Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Hymns reproduced by permission under OneLicense # A-703142
Liturgical music reproduced by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License # SAS006198

ELW #516
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