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Come, people of promise.
Come, people of grace.
Come, let us worship the living God!

GATHERING HYMN  ELW #858

Praise to the Lord, the AlmightyPRELUDE
 Jonathan Lonsway, piano

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Beloved of God, come and gather.
We come with our doubts and your dreaming,
our broken pieces and your hope not yet extinguished.

Come like Abraham and Sarah,
trusting promises that seem too beautiful to be true.
We come believing that God still brings life out of barrenness,
hope out of despair,
and futures out of what feels impossible.

Here, the weary are welcomed.
Here, the sinner and the saint sit side by side.
Here, faith is born again in hearts that had nearly given up.

For the God who raised Jesus from the dead
is still breathing life into this world.
Still calling disciples.
Still creating community.
Still making all things new.



4 5

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Merciful Christ, you called the outsider, touched the hurting, welcomed the 
forgotten, and brought hope where death and despair had settled in. Draw near to 
us again this day. Heal what is wounded within us, strengthen our faith when we are 
afraid, and teach us to embody your compassion in the world. Open our hearts to 
follow where you lead, trusting that your mercy is greater than our fear and your 
love stronger than death itself. Amen.

FIRST READING:  Hosea 5:15—6:6 Page 650

Because the people have trusted in military powers and not God, 
God decides to withdraw from the scene until Israel acknowledges 
its guilt and seeks God’s face. The response of the people does not 
acknowledge this guilt and is as �ckle as fog or dew burned away 
quickly by the sun. God desires loyalty rather than words or 
meaningless deeds.

The reading is concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 50:7-15
7 “Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear witness against you;
  for I am God, your God.

8 I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices;
  your burnt offerings are always before me.

9 I will not accept a calf from your stalls,
  nor goats from your pens;

10 for all the wild animals of the forest are mine,
  the cattle on a thousand hills. 

11 I know every bird of the mountains,
  and the creatures of the fields are mine.

12 If I were hungry, I would not tell you,
  for the whole world is mine and all that is in it.

13 Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls,
  or drink the blood of goats?

14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving
  and make good your vows to the Most High.

15 Call upon me in the day of trouble;
  I will deliver you, and you shall honor me.

SECOND READING:  Romans 4:13-25 Page 118

Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For 
Abraham and for us, a right relationship with God involves 
trusting that God’s promises will be ful�lled because God makes 
the dead alive and calls into existence what otherwise does not 
exist.

The reading is concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 9th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL:  Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26  Page 7

Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable 
and curing the incurable. Even the dead receive new life.

After the reading:
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy and compassionate God, who meets us in our brokenness and 
calls us beloved. Jesus shared tables with sinners, touched the suffering, and drew 
near to the forgotten. Yet too often we close ourselves off from God and one 
another. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for re�ection.

Loving God, we confess that we have not loved as you love.
We have judged others instead of showing mercy.
We have ignored pain instead of drawing near.
We have hidden behind fear, pride, and self-protection.
Like the crowds in the gospel,
we sometimes laugh at hope, resist change,
and fail to trust your power to bring life from brokenness.

SERMON

Jeff Gramza

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #798
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION & LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

This is the table where Christ makes us one.
Here, we who are many are gathered into one body.
Here, grace is given freely, and all are welcome.
Come, for Christ holds us together.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Communion will be distributed by coming forward and receiving the bread and wine. The center cups 
(white) are non-alcoholic grape juice. Upon receiving, please put empty cups in baskets 
provided. If you prefer gluten free, please ask Pastor who is distributing. Please proceed up the center 
aisle returning to your seat via the sidev aisles.  

Forgive us. Heal us.
Call us again by grace, and teach us to follow Jesus with courage and 
compassion.

Hear the good news: Jesus came not for the righteous, but for sinners; not for the 
strong, but for those in need of healing. In Christ, your sins are forgiven, your life is 
renewed, and your future is held in mercy. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are 
forgiven. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

God of grace,
hear our prayer.

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE

Offer a sign of peace with those around you

GATHERING OF GIFTS FOR MISSION AND MINISTRY

OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER

God of mercy and healing, you gather the lost, lift the suffering, and bring life 
where hope has faded. Receive these gifts and receive our lives. Use them to feed 
the hungry, welcome the lonely, care for the hurting, and proclaim your grace to 
the world. Make us a people who follow Jesus not only with our words, but with 
our compassion, generosity, and love. Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION SONGS

Have No Fear, Little Flock ELW #764

There Is a Balm in Gilead ELW #614

BENEDICTION

May God the Creator, who brought life from barrenness and hope from 
impossibility, strengthen your faith for the journey ahead.

May Jesus Christ, who was handed over in love and raised in glory, fill you with 
courage to trust grace more than fear.

And may the Holy Spirit breathe endurance into your weary places, awaken joy 
where hope has grown dim, and send you into the world as people of promise and 
peace.

Go, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the ☩ Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SENDING SONG  ELW #836

DISMISSAL

Go now in peace—held in grace, renewed by mercy,
and sent into the world as bearers of compassion and life.
Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE
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