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DISMISSAL 

Go now, drink deeply from the grace of Christ,  
and let living water flow through you to a dry and 
weary world. Go refreshed, renewed, and sent in love.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Trinity Lutheran Church - Third Sunday in Lent 
3701 Jefferson Ave Midland, MI 48640 

March 7, 2026, 5:00 pm 

HYMN SING 

Jonathan Lonsway, piano 
 

WELCOME 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Come to the well where grace waits patiently. 
Come to the rock that breaks open with mercy. 
Come to the place where God meets thirsty hearts. 
We come thirsting for living water. 

In deserts of fear and wandering, God brings streams. 
In moments of weariness, Christ speaks our name. 
Nothing is hidden; nothing is beyond redemption. 
We come to be known and loved. 

Here, the ordinary becomes holy ground. 
Here, strangers become witnesses. 
Here, the Spirit flows like water that never runs dry. 
Fill us, O God, with living water. 

Let us worship the One who refreshes the weary, 
who calls us from dryness into life. 
We worship in spirit and in truth. 
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And may the blessing of the Father, the Son, and the ☩ Holy Spirit be upon you 
and remain with you, now and always. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN  ELW #618 
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BENEDICTION 

Go now, carried by the love of the Creator who brings water from rock and makes 
a way through every wilderness. 

Go now, renewed by the grace of Christ, who meets you at the well, knows your 
story, and fills you with living water that never runs dry. 

Go now, empowered by the Spirit, flowing like a hidden spring within you, giving 
courage for the journey, compassion for the world, and joy that spills over into 
new life. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW #777 (vs. 1-4) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Living God, you meet us in the wilderness places of our lives when our spirits run 
dry, bringing water from the rock and hope where we least expect it. At the well, 
Christ offered living water that turns thirst into new life and strangers into wit-
nesses of your grace. Come to us again, O Lord; break open the hard places within 
us, quench our deepest thirst, and fill us with your Spirit, that we may worship in 
spirit and in truth and go out renewed to share your love with a thirsty world; 
through Jesus Christ, our living water and our hope. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING:  Exodus 17:1-7 Page 49 

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses cried out in des-
peration to God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to provide water for the people. The doubt
-filled question—“Is the LORD among us or not?”—received a very positive answer. The reading is 
concluded:   

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 95 

   1 Come, let us sing to the LORD; 
  let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
 2 Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.  
 3 For you, LORD, are a great God, 
  and a great ruler above all gods. 
 4 In your hand are the caverns of the earth; 
  the heights of the hills are also yours. 
 5 The sea is yours, for you made it, 
  and your hands have molded the dry land. 
 6 Come, let us worship and bow down, 
  let us kneel before the LORD our maker.  
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Communion will be distributed by coming forward and receiving the bread and wine. The center 
cups (white) are non-alcoholic grape juice. Upon receiving, please put empty cups in baskets  
provided. If you prefer gluten free, please ask Pastor who is distributing. Please proceed up the cen-
ter aisle returning to your seat via the side aisles.   

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

Come to the Water of Life see next page 

O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts ELW #658 
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GATHERING OF GIFTS FOR MISSION AND MINISTRY 
 

OFFERTORY 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of mercy and transformation, we bring these gifts as signs of lives being re-
shaped by your grace. In this season of repentance and renewal, take what we offer 
— our resources, our hopes, our imperfect hearts — and use them to bring living 
water to a thirsty world. Where there is scarcity, create abundance. Where there is 
fear, awaken generosity. Where there is wandering, lead us toward your way of life. 
Receive our offerings for the sake of Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION & LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
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 7 For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the  
       sheep of God’s hand. 
  Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice! 
 8 “Harden not your hearts, 
  as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert. 
 9 There your ancestors tested me, 
  they put me to the test, though they had seen my works. 
 10 Forty years I loathed that generation, saying, 
  ‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’ 
 11 Indeed I swore in my anger, 
  ‘They shall never come to my rest.’ ”  
 

SECOND READING:  Romans 5:1-11 Page 118 

Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that through 
Jesus’ death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies are reconciled to God 
in the cross, we now live in hope for our final salvation.  

 
The reading is concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 4th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL:  John 4:5-42  Page 72 

Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, leads 
many others to faith.  

 
After the reading: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
Jeff Gramza 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #807 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Jesus meets us at the well —not when we are polished or prepared, but when we 
are thirsty, weary, and carrying the stories we would rather hide. In honesty and 
hope, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

Silence for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we often come to the well with empty hands 
and guarded hearts. 
We thirst for meaning, yet seek quick comfort. 
We long to be known, yet hide behind masks. 
We avoid the deep places where healing begins, 
choosing familiarity over transformation. 
Forgive us for the ways we turn away from you 
and from one another. 
Speak truth to us, even when it is uncomfortable. 
Meet us again with living water. 

Hear the good news: Christ meets us where we are — not where we pretend to 
be. The one who knew the woman at the well completely loved her fully and sent 
her out renewed. So it is with you. In Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven, your 
thirst is met with grace, and your life is made new. 
Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE 

Offer a sign of peace with those around you 
 


