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In Holy Communion, Christ welcomes us and meets us in the bread and wine. God comes to us 
with love and forgiveness, renews our relationship with our Creator, and nourishes us as the 
body of Christ. As Jesus promised, he is truly present in this meal. He invites us to remember 
him as we eat and drink. We come bringing our whole selves—our joys, our burdens, and our 
sins—trusting in Christ’s forgiveness and asking God to shape us in love. (1 Corinthians 11:23–
26; John 6:53–56)
At Trinity Lutheran Church, all are invited and encouraged to participate in this holy meal. All 
who wish to receive Communion may do so. If you choose not to receive the bread and wine, 
you are welcome to come forward for a blessing.
To be sensitive to our worshipers' needs, we offer red wine and white grape juice. Gluten-free 
wafers are available upon request.

Time after Pentecost
Reformation

Sunday, October 25, 2026 - 8:45 am

Welcome! 
We are glad you are worshiping with us today. 
Please let us know you are here by filling out 
the attendance book at the end of the pew.

Childcare
Children are welcome in the sanctuary 
throughout the worship service. The nursery 
for ages 0-2 is available on Sunday mornings, 
and children age 3 through grade 3 are invited 
to Kid's Praise following the Children's 
Sermon. They return to the sanctuary before 
communion.

Hearing Assistance
Personal headsets are available at the sound 
booth at the back of the sanctuary.

Offering
Our tithes are freely given and support the 
continued ministry of the church. Please use 
the envelopes in the pew racks, or give online 
by scanning the QR code in the pew racks.

Livestream
Sunday morning worship services are 
streamed live on our website, along with 
Facebook and Youtube. 

Connect with Us

Website: tlcmidland.org

Facebook: facebook.com/tlcmidland

Youtube: youtube.com/tlcmidland

3701 Jefferson Ave
Midland, MI 48640

(989) 361-0692
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PRELUDE

 Prelude to Te Deum Marc-Antoine Charpentier
  Rich Helling, trumpet 
  Charly Sly, organ

Ein feste Burg Johann Pachelbel
  Charly Sly, organ

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

The truth of God meets us where we are.
We come with our failures, our hopes, and our need for grace.

We have all fallen short of the glory of God.
Yet we are justified as a gift, through the redemption of Christ Jesus.

Christ calls us to abide in his word.
His truth opens the way to freedom.

The Son sets us free.
In Christ, we are free indeed. Come, let us worship God!

Communion Practice

Service of Holy Communion



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE ELW Setting 2
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GATHERING HYMN ELW #504



CHILDREN’S SERMON

KIDS’ PRAISE
At this time children age 3 – grade 3 are now dismissed,

at the parent’s discretion, to the Chapel.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 Page 570 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live 
upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 
22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not 
remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.

The reading is concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 946 Tess Hamilton, cantor

Refrain

1 God is our refuge and strength,
  a very present help in trouble.

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Gracious God, you are our refuge when guilt weighs upon us, our hope when 
shame tells us to hide, and our freedom when sin holds us captive. By your Spirit, 
keep us abiding in the word of Jesus. Teach us to trust the gift of your grace, to face 
the truth with courage, and to live in the freedom of love; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting 2

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 8th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36  Page 77

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth 
that sets people free from sin.

After the reading:
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Pastor Jeff Gramza

3 though its waters rage and foam,
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
  the holy habitation of the Most High.

5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
  God shall help it at the break of day.

6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
  God speaks, and the earth melts away. R

7 The Lord of hosts is with us;
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

8 Come now, regard the works of the Lord,
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth;

9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.

10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God;
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”

11 The Lord of hosts is with us;
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. R

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 Page 117 

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No 
human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right 
relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of 
grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

The reading is concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Hear us O God,
your mercy is great.

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE

Offer a sign of peace with those around you

GATHERING OF GIFTS FOR MISSION AND MINISTRY

OFFERTORY

Great Is Our God Craig Courtney
  Chancel Choir
  Brass Ensemble

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #517

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION & LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

LAMB OF GOD ELW Setting 2

OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God, all that we have comes from your hand. Receive these gifts and the 
lives we offer with them. Use them to proclaim the freedom of Christ, to care for 
our neighbors, and to repair what has been harmed. Make us joyful in giving, 
steadfast in hope, and ready to serve; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW Setting 2



DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Abide in Christ’s word.
Thanks be to God. Our freedom is in Christ.

POSTLUDE

Ein feste Burg Charles Callahan 
Charly Sly, organ

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Communion will be distributed by coming forward and receiving the bread and wine. The center cups 
(white) are non-alcoholic grape juice. Upon receiving, please put empty cups in baskets 
provided. If you prefer gluten free, please ask Pastor who is distributing. Please proceed up the center 
aisle returning to your seat via the side aisles.  

COMMUNION HYMNS

My Faith Looks Up to Thee ELW #759

The Church's One Foundation ELW #654

BENEDICTION

May the God who justifies you by grace quiet every voice that says you are beyond 
hope. May Jesus Christ, who calls you beloved, free you to face the truth and begin 
again. May the Holy Spirit strengthen you to live in the freedom of love.

And may the blessing of almighty God— ☩ Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—be upon 
you and remain with you always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW #880 (vs. 1 & 3)
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Music by Marty Haugen
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Arrangement copyright © 2007 Augsburg Fortress
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