
October 4 

First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and 

Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s loving 
care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “rotten grapes” of injustice and 

distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected. 

 

 1 I will sing for my beloved 

  my love song concerning his vineyard: 

 My beloved had a vineyard 

  on a very fertile hill. 

 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones 

  and planted it with choice vines; 

 he built a watchtower in the midst of it 

  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

 he expected it to yield grapes, 

  but it yielded rotten grapes. 

 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

  and people of Judah, 

 judge between me and my vineyard. 

 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard 

  that I have not done in it? 

 When I expected it to yield grapes, 

  why did it yield rotten grapes? 

 5 And now I will tell you 

  what I will do to my vineyard. 

 I will remove its hedge, 

  and it shall be devoured; 

 I will break down its wall, 

  and it shall be trampled down. 

 6 I will make it a wasteland; 

  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

 I will also command the clouds 

  that they rain no rain upon it. 

 7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 

  is the house of Israel, 

 and the people of Judah 

  are his cherished garden; 

 he expected justice but saw bloodshed; 

 righteousness but heard a cry! 

 



Psalm: Psalm 80:7-15 

Look down from heaven, O God; behold and tend this vine. (Ps. 80:14, 15) 

 7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 

  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; 

  you cast out the nations and planted it. 

 9 You cleared the ground for it; 

  it took root and filled the land. 

 10 The mountains were covered by its shadow 

  and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. R 

 11 You stretched out its tendrils to the sea 

  and its branches to the river. 

 12 Why have you broken down its wall, 

  so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

 13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, 

  and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

 14 Turn now, O God of hosts, 

  look down from heaven; 

 15 behold and tend this vine; 

  preserve what your right hand has planted. R 

 

Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14 

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in 
comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The 

power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, 
eternal life with Christ. 

 

[Paul writes:] 4b If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 

more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a 

persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

  7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 

Christ. 8 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I 

regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having 

a righteousness of my own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in 

Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ and the 

power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 

death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

 



  12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press 

on to lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do 

not consider that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what 

lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, 

toward the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46 

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that 
their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 

 

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 

vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he 

leased it to tenants and went away. 34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his 

slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat 

one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the 

first, and they treated them in the same way. 37 Then he sent his son to them, saying, 

‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 

‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39 So they seized him, 

threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40 Now when the owner of the vineyard 

comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those 

wretches to a miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him 

the produce at the harvest time.” 

  42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 

 this was the Lord’s doing, 

  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
43 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people that produces its fruits. 44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to 

pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

  45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he 

was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 

because they regarded him as a prophet. 

 

 

 

 

 



October 11 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9 

After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet 
portrays a wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan was 

depicted as a monster swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed up forever. The 
prophet urges celebration of this victory of salvation. 

 

 1 O Lord, you are my God; 

  I will exalt you; I will praise your name, 

 for you have done wonderful things, 

  plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 

 2 For you have made the city a heap, 

  the fortified city a ruin; 

 the palace of foreigners is a city no more; 

  it will never be rebuilt. 

 3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 

  cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 

 4 For you have been a refuge to the poor, 

  a refuge to the needy in their distress, 

  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 

 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 

  5 the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place, 

 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 

  the song of the ruthless was stilled. 

 

 6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 

  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 

  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

 7 And he will destroy on this mountain 

  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

  the covering that is spread over all nations; 

  8 he will swallow up death forever. 

 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

  for the Lord has spoken. 

 9 It will be said on that day, 

  “See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

  This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 

  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

 



Psalm: Psalm 23 

You prepare a table before me, and my cup is running over. (Ps. 23:5) 

 1 The Lord is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2 The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 

 3 You restore my soul, O Lord, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. R 

 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. R 

 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9 

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philippians 

to rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s peace is with 

us and binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially when things 
around us do not seem peaceful. 

 
1 My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the 

Lord in this way, my beloved. 

  2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I 

ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me 

in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my coworkers, whose 

names are in the book of life. 

  4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known 

to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

  8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 

just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 As for the 

things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and 

the God of peace will be with you. 

 

 



Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14 

Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to all, 

but the invitation is not to be taken lightly. 
 
1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call 

those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again 

he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared 

my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; 

come to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his 

farm, another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and 

killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and 

burned their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited 

were not worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to 

the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom 

they found, both good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

  11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 

wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without 

a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind 

him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



October 18 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 45:1-7 

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has anointed 
to end Israel’s exile. The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize 

this Lord as the only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; 
the Lord claims sovereignty over both light and darkness. 

 

 1 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 

  whose right hand I have grasped 

 to subdue nations before him 

  and to strip kings of their robes, 

 to open doors before him— 

  and the gates shall not be closed: 

 2 I will go before you 

  and level the mountains; 

 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 

  and cut through the bars of iron; 

 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness 

  and riches hidden in secret places, 

 so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, 

  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 

 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob 

  and Israel my chosen, 

 I call you by your name; 

  I give you a title, though you do not know me. 

 5 I am the Lord, and there is no other; 

  besides me there is no god. 

  I arm you, though you do not know me, 

 6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 

  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 

  I am the Lord, and there is no other. 

 7 I form light and create darkness, 

  I make weal and create woe; 

  I the Lord do all these things. 

 

 

 

 



Psalm: Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] 

Ascribe to the Lord honor and power. (Ps. 96:7) 

 1 Sing to the Lord a new song; 

  sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

 2 Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord; 

  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 

 3 Declare God’s glory among the nations 

  and God’s wonders among all peoples. 

 4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, 

  more to be feared than all gods. R 

 5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; 

  but you, O Lord, have made the heavens. 

 6 Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 

  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 

 7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples, 

  ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 

 8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name; 

  bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lord. R 

 9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 

  tremble before the Lord, all the earth. 

[ 10 Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! 

  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the 

peoples with equity.” 

 11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

 12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O Lord, 

  for you come to judge the earth. 

 13 You will judge the world with righteousness 

  and the peoples with your truth. R   ] 

 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and 

reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment 

of faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities. 
 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

  Grace to you and peace. 

 

  2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 



constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 

and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters 

beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to 

you not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; 

just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And 

you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the 

word with joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers 

in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not 

only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known, so 

that we have no need to speak about it. 9 For they report about us what kind of welcome 

we had among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true 

God 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who 

rescues us from the coming wrath. 

 

 

Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22 

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with 

questions. First they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like 
Caesar. 

 
15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16 So they sent their 

disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 

sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no 

one, for you do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 

lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are 

you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And 

they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose 

title?” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the 

things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, 

they were amazed, and they left him and went away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

October 25 

 

First Reading: Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 

The Holiness Code in Leviticus urges people to be holy because God is holy. Holiness is 

lived out as God’s people exercise justice and love in their dealings with one another. We 
are to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

 
1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 

  2 “Speak to all the congregation of the Israelites and say to them: You shall be holy, 

for I the Lord your God am holy. 

  15 “You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or 

defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. 16 You shall not go around 

as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not stand idly by when the blood of 

your neighbor is at stake: I am the Lord. 

  17 “You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your 

neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a 

grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am 

the Lord.” 

 

Psalm: Psalm 1 

Their delight is in the law of the Lord. (Ps. 1:2) 

 1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

 2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 

  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night. R 

 3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with 

leaves that do not wither; 

  everything they do shall prosper. 

 4 It is not so with the wicked; 

  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 

  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

 6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 

  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. R 

 

 

 



Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

Paul uses maternal imagery to depict the caring and nurturing relationship he shares 

with the Thessalonian Christians. When he first came to their city it was not to benefit 
himself but to share the gospel with them, which was his responsibility as an apostle of 

Christ. 
 
1 You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 2 but 

though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you 

know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great 

opposition. 3 For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or 

trickery, 4 but, just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message 

of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals but to please God, who tests our 

hearts. 5 As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery 

or with a pretext for greed, 6 nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or 

from others, 7 though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were 

gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8 So deeply do we 

care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but 

also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 22:34-46 

Put on the spot by the Pharisees, Jesus displays wisdom by summarizing the law of God 
in just two commandments and by demonstrating the Messiah must be more than the 

son of David. 
 
34 When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 

together, 35 and one of them, an expert in the law, asked him a question to test 

him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, 

“ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law 

and the Prophets.” 

 

  41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this 

question: 42 “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, 

“The son of David.” 43 He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him 

Lord, saying, 

 44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

 “Sit at my right hand, 

  until I put your enemies under your feet” ’? 
45 “If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46 No one was able to give him 

an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 


