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September 13, 2026, 8:45 am

GATHERING HYMN ELW #835 (vs. 1-4, 6)

PRELUDE

 Lasst uns erfreuen stg. Aaron Shows
  Charly Sly, organ

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Come, you who carry wounds
that have not yet healed.
Come, you who carry regrets
you cannot undo.

Come, you who have been hurt,
and you who have caused hurt.
Come, not because every wrong has been forgotten,
but because mercy is still possible.

Here is a grace that cannot be counted,
a love that refuses to keep score,
a God who speaks into our fear: Do not be afraid.
So come. Lay down the ledger.
Open your hands. Open your heart.

We come to worship the God
whose mercy is greater than all we owe.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of mercy beyond measure, when fear tells us that the past will always define 
us, speak again your word of grace: Do not be afraid. When resentment tempts us 
to keep score, remind us how freely we have been forgiven. Give us courage to face 
the harm we have caused, wisdom to name the wounds we have received, and grace 
to release what we can no longer carry. Teach us that forgiveness. May the grace we 
have received become grace freely given. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

KIDS’ PRAISE

At this time children age 3 – grade 3 are now dismissed,
at the parent’s discretion, to the Chapel.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE Setting: Now the Feast and Celebration



FIRST READING:  Genesis 50:15-21 Page 37

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done against 
him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and 
save many lives.

The reading is concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 103:8-13 Dale Schultz, cantor

Refrain

8 Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy,
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; 

9 you will not always accuse us,
  nor will you keep your anger forever.

10 You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. R

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth,
  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.

12 As far as the east is from the west,
  so far have you removed our transgressions from us.

13 As a father has compassion for his children,
  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord. R

SECOND READING:  Romans 14:1-12 Page 124

This Christian community has signi�cant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand 
that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All 
Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.

The reading is concluded: 
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Setting: Now the Feast and Celebration

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 18:21-35  Page 15

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human 
forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

After the reading:
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Jeff Gramza

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #482
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Setting: Now the Feast and Celebration

WORDS OF INSTITUTION & LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Hear us O God,
your mercy is great.

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE

Offer a sign of peace with those around you

GATHERING OF GIFTS FOR MISSION AND MINISTRY

OFFERTORY

Make Me a Channel of Your Peace arr. Martin Neary
  Chancel Choir

OFFERING PRAYER

God of mercy beyond measure, you have given what we could never earn. Receive 
these gifts—not as payment for your grace, but as the thanksgiving of hearts set 
free by love. As you have opened your hands to us, open our hands to others, that 
mercy may flow through our lives and your grace may reach a wounded world; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

10 11



12 13

COMMUNION HYMNS

Where Charity and Love Prevail ELW #359

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

LAMB OF GOD Setting: Now the Feast and Celebration

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Communion will be distributed by coming forward and receiving the bread and wine. The center cups 
(white) are non-alcoholic grape juice. Upon receiving, please put empty cups in baskets 
provided. If you prefer gluten free, please ask Pastor who is distributing. Please proceed up the center 
aisle returning to your seat via the side aisles.  



BENEDICTION

May God, who brings life even from what was meant for harm,
Jesus Christ, who releases every impossible debt,

and the ☩ Holy Spirit, who gives us courage to begin again,
bless you and keep you in grace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN  ELW #864
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace.
Forgiven beyond counting,
live the mercy you have received.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

  stg. Raymond H. Haan
  Charly Sly, organ
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