
April 5, 2026  
Easter Sunday 

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
3751 Estero Blvd. 

Fort Myers Beach, FL  33931 
239-463-4251

Stpeterfmb@gmail.com 
www.stpeterfmb.com

Facebook – St. Peter Lutheran ELCA, Ft. Myers Beach 
Instagram - st_peter_lutheran_ftmyersbeach 
Streaming – Sunday  Service 9:00 am  on 

YouTube -  St Peter Lutheran Church Ft Myers Beach FL 

In cooperation with Chapel by the Sea Presbyterian Church 
  and former Beach United Methodist Church 

Throughout the service  
the congregation reads aloud the bold print 

mailto:Stpeterfmb@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterfmb.com/


Prelude/Gathering Music 

Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness 
We gather and worship in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Almighty God, to Whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from Whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your Holy Name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God Who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  

Most Merciful God, 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your Will and walk in Your ways, to the glory 
of Your Holy Name.  Amen! 

Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us 
and, for His sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and 
ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by His authority, 
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  Amen! 
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t'ry thou o'er death hast won! 



Greeting   The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for 
our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered 
us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that 
we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.Amen. 



Call to Worship from Psalm  118 
  1 Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 

God’s mercy endures forever. 
2 Let Israel now declare, 

“God’s mercy endures forever.” 
16 The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
17 I shall not die, but live, 

and declare the works of the LORD. 
18 The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 

but did not hand me over to death. 
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
20 “This is the gate of the LORD; 

here the righteous may enter.” 
21 I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 

and you have become my salvation. 
22 The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 By the LORD has this been done; 

it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

The first reading is from Acts, the 10th chapter 

  The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God 



PLEASE STAND FOR THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Gospel 

The Holy Gospel  according to John, the 20th chapter 

Glory to you, O Lord 
1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set 
out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He 
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but 
he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 
into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the 
cloth that had been on Jesus’s head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 



believed, 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their 
homes. 

 11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she 
bent over to look into the tomb, 12 and she saw two angels in white 
sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head 
and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and 
I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said 
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did 
not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 
me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus 
said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not 
touch me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to 
my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18 Mary Magdalene went 
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and she 
told them that he had said these things to her. 

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon – Pr. Tom Frey 





Let us affirm our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and 
redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all 
creation. 

(Congregation will respond to each petition with 
Receive our prayer) 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to 
proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.Amen. 



Offering & Special Music 

Offering Prayer 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus,  Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord. 
All are welcome 



PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE 

Blessing  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his Grace. 

Prayer after Communion 
Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus,  Amen 

Benediction 

As you go on your way, 
May God go with you! 
May He go before you..to show you the way; 
May He go behind you...to encourage you; 
Beside you...to befriend you; 
Above you...to watch over you; 
And within you...to give you His Peace! 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
God of endings and beginnings, 
God in the darkness and the light, 
God, our hope for the journey, 
☩ bless and keep you now and forever.  Amen.



“Go Now in Peace” 
Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 

Know He will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe. 

Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

Amen, Amen, Amen 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord  Thanks be to God. 

SERVING TODAY
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