May 3, 2026
Fifth Sunday of Easter

In my Father's house are many mansions:
if it were not so, I would have told you.
I go to prepare a place for you.

John 14:2
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Throughout the service
the congregation reads aloud the bold print
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Prelude/Gathering Music

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
We gather and worship in the Name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to Whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from Whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your Holy Name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God Who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Most Merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved You with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your Will and walk in Your ways, to the glory
of Your Holy Name. Amen!

Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son to die for us
and, for His sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by His authority,
I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin,
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen!



My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
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Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876




Greeting The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love

of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and

the life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the

way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all
the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Amen

Glory Be to the Father
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Call to Worship is from Psalm 31
'In you, O LoRrRD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put
to shame; deliver me in your righteousness.
Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.
°Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my
crag and my stronghold; for the sake of your name, lead me
and guide me.
“Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for
me, for you are my tower of strength.
>Into your hands I commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.
'>My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand
of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.
16 Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”

The first reading is from Acts, the 7th chapter

> Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the
glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. *°“Look,” he
said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God!” >/ But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout
all rushed together against him. *® Then they dragged him out of the
city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the
feet of a young man named Saul. °° While they were stoning Stephen,
he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” °°“ Then he knelt down and
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”
When he had said this, he died.

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

PLEASE STAND FOR THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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The Holy Gospel according to John, the 14th chapter

Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '“"Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go
to prepare a place for you? *And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there
you may be also. “ And you know the way to the place where I am
going.” ®Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?” ®Jesus said to him, "I am the way
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you
do know him and have seen him.”

 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be

satisfied.” ° Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time,
Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father? ‘Do you not
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that
I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in
me does his works. ! Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father
is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works
themselves. '?Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will



also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than
these, because I am going to the Father. °I will do whatever you ask
in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. **If in my
name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon - Rev. Tom Frey

[ Know That My Redeemer Lives!
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Let us affirm our faith through the words of the Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of the People

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and
redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all
creation.

(Congregation will respond to each petition with
Receive our prayer)

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to
proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through
Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

Offering & Special Music

Offering Prayer

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying;
Take and eat; this is my body given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and all
people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

All are welcome

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

Blessing The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his Grace.




Prayer after Communion

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our
enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus, Amen

Benediction

As you go on your way,

May God go with you!

May He go before you..to show you the way;
May He go behind you...to encourage you;
Beside you...to befriend you;

Above you...to watch over you;

And within you...to give you His Peace!

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

“Go Now in Peace”
Go now in peace. Never be afraid.

God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen, Amen, Amen

Go in peace. Praise the Lord! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



SERVING TODAY

Pastor Rev. Tom Frey
Worship Assistant Trudy Archer
Organist/Choir Director Arlene Burm
Ushers Mark & Becky Lommen

Digital Ministry Coordinator Deacon Lisa Miller

Scanin order to donate online

/ Join us on Thursdays! \

Stop by the church on Thursday mornings between 9 and 11 for an
informal time of fellowship. You might:

-Enjoy a cup of coffee and visit with new friends.

.Lend a hand in taking care of our church by doing an inside or
outside chore. (Choose one from the list by the mailboxes.)

.Check in with the Sew and Sews to see if they need some help

with one of their projects.
.Come to choir practice at 10:30 to learn the anthem for the next

Sunday.

)ﬂ Join the choir - Chime right in!! )ﬂ



	Confession and Forgiveness
	Prayer of the Day
	The first reading is from Acts, the  7th chapter
	Offering Prayer
	Words of Institution
	Invitation to Communion
	Prayer after Communion



