July 26, 2026
Oth Sunday after Pentecost
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The kingdom of God is so %,
valuable that losing
everything on earth is
worth it.

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
3751 Estero Blvd.
Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931
239-463-4251

Stpeterfmb@gmail.com

www.stpeterfmb.com

Facebook - St. Peter Lutheran ELCA, Ft. Myers Beach
Instagram - st_peter_lutheran_ftmyersbeach

Streaming - Sunday Service 9:00 am on
YouTube - St Peter Lutheran Church Ft Myers Beach FL

In cooperation with Chapel by the Sea Presbyterian Church
and former Beach United Methodist Church

Throughout the service
the congregation reads aloud the bold print


mailto:Stpeterfmb@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterfmb.com/

Prelude/Gathering Music

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’'s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, "Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



Gather Us In
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Here in this place
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the new light is stream-ing, now 1is the dark - ness

we are the old who

yearn for your face;

we have been sung through - out

1
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys - t'ry,
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our fears and our dream-ings

all of his - try,

bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh -ters,
light years a - way here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a - new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us 1in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er wus in, the
Gath-er us 1in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er wus 1in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas -sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for -ev - er gath-er us iIn and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so meek and so low - ly,
bread that 1is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er wus in, all peo-ples to-geth-er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen
Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago. IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.




Greeting The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you

Prayer of the Day

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection
of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and
mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may
treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.Amen.

Glory Be to the Father

I
% ——— g =T e
- - s NS
dididA A A ATERRNES
Glo-ry be to the Father, and to the Son, and tothe Ho -1y
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Ghost; As it was in the be - gin-ning, is now, and ev-er
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Call to Worship is from Psalm 119
122Your decrees are wonderful;
therefore I obey them with all my heart.
3When your word is opened it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.
31T open my mouth and pant
because I long for your commandments.
32Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as you always do to those who love your name.
133 0Order my footsteps in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion over me.
13“ Rescue me from those who oppress me,
and I will keep your commandments.
135 Let your face shine upon your servant
and teach me your statutes.
136 My eyes shed streams of tears,
because people do not keep your teaching.

The first reading is from 1Kings the 39 Chapter

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

PLEASE STAND FOR THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION




N4
#

H 9 4 I
m g —— o+
\:j/‘_ vy 4

Al-le-lu - 1a. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the
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words of e -ter - nal life. Al-le-Tu - a. Al-le-lu - 1

Gospel

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter
Glory to you, O Lord

31 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took
and sowed in his field;*?it is the smallest of all the seeds, but
when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches.”

33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is
like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures
of flour until all of it was leavened.”

“"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,
which a man found and reburied; then in his joy he goes and
sells all that he has and buys that field.



“>“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search
of fine pearls; “°on finding one pearl of great value, he went
and sold all that he had and bought it.

4“/“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was
thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; “*when it
was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into
baskets but threw out the bad. “° So it will be at the end of the
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the
righteous ° and throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

>1“Have you understood all this?” They answered,
“Yes.” > And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has
become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master
of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and
what is old.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon - Rev. Steve Wigdahl



Be Thou My Vision
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I Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my  heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my ftrue  word;
3 Rich-es 1 heed not, nor vain, emp - ty  praise,
4 Light of  my soul, af - fter vic - (o - 1y won,
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naught be all clse to  me, save that thou art:
[ eV - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mne 1 - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may [  reach heav -en’s joys, O  heav -en’s  Sun!
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thou my best thought both by  day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my hgh  tow’,
thou and  thou on - ly, the first in my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
)
2 o 7
Sn —° — LA B A —- —-
wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres -ence my  light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Powt of my  pow’
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Trish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-19353, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional



Let us affirm our faith through the words of the Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the worid to come. Amen.



Prayers of the People

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all He has made, let us
pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

(Congregation will respond to each petition with
Hear our prayer)

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your
goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the
abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.

Offering & Special Music

Choir Anthem - "Joy, Down in My Heart”

Offering Prayer

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,

so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying;
Take and eat; this is my body given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave
it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and
all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Invitation to Communion
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

All are welcome

Blessing The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his Grace.



Prayer after Communion

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen

Benediction

As you go on your way,

May God go with you!

May He go before you..to show you the way;
May He go behind you...to encourage you;
Beside you...to befriend you;

Above you...to watch over you;

And within you...to give you His Peace!

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

“Go Now in Peace”
Go now in peace. Never be afraid.

God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen, Amen, Amen

Go in peace. Share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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