August 9, 2026
11th Sunday after Pentecost

St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran Church
3751 Estero Blvd.
Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931
239-463-4251

Stpeterfmb@gmail.com

www.stpeterfmb.com

Facebook - St. Peter Lutheran ELCA, Ft. Myers Beach
Instagram - st_peter_lutheran_ftmyersbeach

Streaming - Sunday Service 9:00 am on
YouTube - St Peter Lutheran Church Ft Myers Beach FL

In cooperation with Chapel by the Sea Presbyterian Church
and former Beach United Methodist Church

Throughout the service
the congregation reads aloud the bold print
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Prelude/Gathering Music

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’'s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, "Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.
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Greeting The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love

of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you

Prayer of the Day

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and

cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver
your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith

of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Call to Worship is from Psalm 85

®1 will listen to what the LorD God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those
who turn their hearts to you.
°Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear
you, that your glory may dwell in our land.
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
'l Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
'2The LorD will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
' Righteousness shall go before the LORD
and shall prepare for God a pathway.

The first reading is from Romans, the 10th Chapter

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

PLEASE STAND FOR THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Gospel

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 14th chapter
Glory to you, O Lord

’2[Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to
the other side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the
crowds.?? And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was
there alone, **but by this time the boat, battered by the waves,
was far from the land, for the wind was against them. “> And
early in the morning he came walking toward them on the

sea. “° But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they
were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!” And they cried out in
fear. 2/ But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take
heart, it is I, do not be afraid.”

’8 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to
come to you on the water.” °“ He said, "Come.” So Peter got out
of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward
Jesus. °YBut when he noticed the strong wind, he became
frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save
me!” 3! Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught
him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” °? When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. *° And
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “"Truly you are the Son
of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon - Rev. Steve Wigdahl
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Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876



Let us affirm our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

(Congregation will respond to each petition with
Hear our prayer)

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised.
All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Offering & Special Music

Offering Prayer

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,

so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying;
Take and eat; this is my body given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave
it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and
all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Invitation to Commmunion
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

All are welcome

Blessing The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his Grace.



Prayer after Communion

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen

Benediction

As you go on your way,

May God go with you!

May He go before you..to show you the way;
May He go behind you...to encourage you;
Beside you...to befriend you;

Above you...to watch over you;

And within you...to give you His Peace!

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

“Go Now in Peace”
Go now in peace. Never be afraid.

God will go with you each hour of every day.
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.
Know He will guide you in all you do.

Go now in love, and show you believe.
Reach out to others so all the world can see.
God will be there watching from above.
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love.
Amen, Amen, Amen

Go in peace. Share the good news!
Thanks be to God.



SERVING TODAY
Pastor Rev. Steve Wigdahl

Worship Assistant Trudy Archer
Organist/Choir Director Carl Lauderman
Ushers John & Marilyn Torstveit

Digital Ministry Coordinator Deacon Lisa Miller

Scan in order to donate online

Readings for 8/16/2026
Isaiah 56:1,6-8, Psalm 67,

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32, Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28

“Never be afraid to trust an unknown
future to a known God.”
— Corrie ten Boom

WELCOME! WE’RE GLAD YOU ARE HERE!
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