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Prelude/Gathering Music 

Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 



V 1, 2, 5 



Greeting   The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you 

Prayer of the Day 
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those 
who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the 
world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be 
known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen.



Call to Worship is from Psalm 67 
1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; 

may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
2 Let your way be known upon earth, 

your saving health among all nations. 
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

let all the peoples praise you. 
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all 
the nations on earth. 

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
let all the peoples praise you. 

6 The earth has brought forth its increase; 
God, our own God, has blessed us. 

7 May God give us blessing, 
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 

The first reading is from Romans,starting in the 11th  Chapter 
The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God 

PLEASE STAND FOR THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



Gospel 

The Holy Gospel  according to Matthew, the 15th chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord 

[10 [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and 
understand:11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, 
but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then the disciples 
approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took 
offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant 
that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them 
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides 
another, both will fall into a pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain this 
parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without 
understanding? 17 Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth 
enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out 
of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For 
out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual 
immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a 
person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”] 

 21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 
Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and 
started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter 
is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his 
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps 
shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, 
“Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s 
food and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the 
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus 
answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as 
you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.         

    The Gospel of the Lord.           Praise to you, O Christ 

Reflection – Trudy Archer 





Let us affirm our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the 
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

(Congregation will respond to each petition with 
Receive our prayer) 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. 
All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 



Offering & Special Music 

Offering Prayer 
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.  Amen. 

Words of Institution   
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
   Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
    gave it to his disciples, saying; 

Take and eat; this is my body given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 
it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and 
all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

Invitation to Communion 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 

All are welcome 

Blessing  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his Grace. 



Prayer after Communion 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  Amen 

Benediction 
From Numbers 6:24-26 
24 “‘“The LORD bless you 
    and keep you; 
25 the LORD make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
26 the LORD turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace.”’ 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

“Go Now in Peace” 
Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 

Know He will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe. 

Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

Amen, Amen, Amen 

Go in peace. Share the good news! 
Thanks be to God.



SERVING TODAY 

Leading Worship  Trudy Archer 

Worship Assistant              Rexann Hosafros 
Organist/Choir Director      Carl Lauderman 

Ushers John & Marilyn Torstveit 
Digital Ministry Coordinator     Deacon Lisa Miller 

Scan in order to donate online 

Readings for 8/23/2026 

Isaiah 51:1-6,  Psalm 138, Romans 12:1-8, Matthew 16:13-20 

“Let your tongue speak what your heart thinks!” 

Davy Crockett

WELCOME!  WE’RE GLAD YOU ARE HERE! 
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