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Prelude/Gathering Music 

Welcome and Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 



Lift High the Cross 
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Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956 
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947 
Text and music© 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 



Greeting   The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of 
suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, 
point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to 
follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.Amen.



Call to Worship is from Psalm 26 
1 Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with 

integrity; I have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered. 
2 Test me, O LORD, and try me; 

examine my heart and my mind. 
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes; 

I have walked faithfully with you. 
4 I have not sat with the worthless, 

nor do I consort with the deceitful. 
5 I have hated the company of evildoers; 

I will not sit down with the wicked. 
6 I will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, 

that I may go in procession round your altar, 
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 

and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
8 LORD, I love the house in which you dwell 

and the place where your glory abides. 

The first reading is from Romans, the 12th  Chapter 

The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God 

PLEASE STAND FOR THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



Gospel 

The Holy Gospel  according to Matthew, the 16th chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord 
21 From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the 
Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be 
raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 
“God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned 
and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, 
for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” 

 24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 
life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the 
whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for 
their life? 

 27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his 
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been 
done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste 
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon – Rev. Steve Wigdahl 





Let us affirm our faith through the words of the Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of the People 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the 
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

(Congregation will respond to each petition with 
Hear our prayer) 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. 
All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Offering & Special Music 
Choir Anthem – Lord, I Want to be a Christian 

Offering Prayer 
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.  Amen. 

Words of Institution   
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord  
  Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
  gave it to his disciples, saying;  

Take and eat; this is my body given for you.  
  Do this for the remembrance of me 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave 
it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and 
all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 



Lord’s Prayer 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

Invitation to Communion 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 

All are welcome 



Blessing  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his Grace. 

Prayer after Communion 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  Amen 

Benediction 
As you go on your way, 
May God go with you! 
May He go before you..to show you the way; 
May He go behind you...to encourage you; 
Beside you...to befriend you; 
Above you...to watch over you; 
And within you...to give you His Peace! 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

“Go Now in Peace” 
Go now in peace. Never be afraid. 

God will go with you each hour of every day. 
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 

Know He will guide you in all you do. 
Go now in love, and show you believe. 

Reach out to others so all the world can see. 
God will be there watching from above. 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

Amen, Amen, Amen 



Go in peace. Share the good news! 
Thanks be to God.

SERVING TODAY 

Pastor   Rev. Steve Wigdahl 
Worship Assistant              Rexann Hosafros 
Organist/Choir Director      Carl Lauderman 

Ushers                   Jane Stutzman & Arlene Burm 
Digital Ministry Coordinator     Deacon Lisa Miller 

Scan in order to donate online 

Readings for 9/6/2026 

Ezekiel 33:7-11, Psalm 119:33-40, 

Romans 13:8-14, Matthew 18:15-20 

WELCOME!  WE’RE GLAD YOU ARE HERE! 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-9-6/2738
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-9-6/2738
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-9-6/2738
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-9-6/2738

	Confession and Forgiveness
	Prayer of the Day
	The first reading is from Romans, the 12th  Chapter
	Offering Prayer
	Invitation to Communion
	Prayer after Communion



