
   

  Gathering 

Prelude 

Introduction 

With nightfall our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with 

Christians around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection. The word “maundy” in Latin means “mandate.” At the heart of the 

Maundy Thursday liturgy is Jesus’ commandment to love one another. Jesus washed 

the feet of his disciples. We are called to follow his example as we humbly care for 

one another, especially the poor and the unloved. At the Lord’s table we remember 

Jesus’ sacrifice of his life, and we are called to offer ourselves in love for the life of 

the world. 

 

Please Rise 

Hymn                                    Beneath the Cross of Jesus #338 

1. Beneath the cross of Jesus I long to take my stand; the shadow of a mighty rock 

within a weary land, a home within a wilderness,  a rest upon the way, 

 from the burning of the noontide heat and burdens of the day. 

2. Upon the cross of Jesus, my eye at times can see the very dying form of one 

who suffered there for me. And from my contrite heart, with tears, two 

wonders I confess: the wonder of his glorious love  and my unworthiness. 

3. I take, O cross, your shadow for my abiding place; I ask no other sunshine than

 the sunshine of his face; content to let the world go by,  to know no gain nor 

loss, my sinful self my only shame, my glory all, the cross. 

Maundy Thursday 

April 2, 2026 

6:30 p.m. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

Let us make confession to God. 

Almighty God, merciful Father: 

I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to you all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have offended you and for which I justly deserve your punishment. 

But I am sorry for them, and repent of them, and pray for your boundless mercy. 

For the sake of the suffering and death of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being; forgive my sins, 

give me your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life, 

and bring me to life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins. Through his Holy Spirit he cleanses us and gives us power 

to proclaim the mighty deeds of God who called us out of darkness into the 

splendor of his light. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ and 

by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

          Those in the congregation may come forward for the laying on of hands.  

          The leader, laying both hands on each person’s head, addresses each in turn: 

 

In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins. 

Amen. 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new 

commandment, to love one another as he loves us.  Write this commandment in our 

hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt:  This month shall mark for 

you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you.  Tell the 

whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb 

for each family, a lamb for each household.  If a household is too small for a whole 

lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided 

in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.  This is how you shall eat it: 

your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you 

shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the LORD.  For I will pass through the land 

of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 

human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgements: I am 

the LORD.  The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I 

see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike 

the land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall 

celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe 

it as a perpetual ordinance. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm:  Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 

I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 

and listened to my supplication, 

for the LORD has given ear to me 

whenever I called. 
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How shall I repay the LORD 

for all the good things God has done for me? 

I will lift the cup of salvation 

and call on the name of the LORD. 

 

I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

in the presence of all God’s people. 

Precious in your sight, O LORD, 

is the death of your servants. 

 

O LORD, truly I am your servant; 

I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; 

you have freed me from my bonds. 

I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

and call upon the name of the LORD. 

 

I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

in the presence of all God’s people, 

in the courts of the LORD’s house, 

in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus 

on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, 

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please Rise 

Gospel Reading:  John 13:1, 7, 31b-35 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 

depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the 

world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas 

son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the 

Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 

going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 

around himself.  Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ 
feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.  He came to Simon 

Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”  Jesus answered, 

‘You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”  Peter said 

to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you 

have no share with me.”  Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also 

my hands and my head!”  Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to 

wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of 

you.”  For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you 

are clean.” 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, 

he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you?  You call me Teacher and 

Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am.  So if I, your Lord and Teacher, 

have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I have set 

you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.  Very truly, I tell 

you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the 

one who sent them.  If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 

‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  If 

God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify 

him at once.  Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for 

me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot 

come.”  I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 

loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that you 
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are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please be seated 

Sermon 

 

Hymn                                Just As I Am, Without One Plea                                            #592 

1 Just as I am, without one plea,  but that thy blood was shed for me,    

and that thou bidd’st me come to thee,  O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

2 Just as I am, though tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt,   

fightings and fears within, without,  O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

3 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;  

because thy promise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

4 Just as I am; thy love unknown has broken ev’ry barrier down;  

now to be thine, yea, thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Please Rise 

Prayers of the People 

Prayer petitions will end with “Lord, in your mercy” 

Prayer response is “Hear our prayer” 

 

Offertory                        Create in Me a Clean Heart                             #186  

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me, 

Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit.  
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Offering Prayer 

God of glory, receive these gifts and the offering of our lives. As Jesus was lifted up from 

the earth, draw us to your heart in the midst of this world, that all creation may be 

brought from bondage to freedom, from darkness to light, and from death to life; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

Where charity and love abide, there is God. Rejoice in this holy communion. 

 

Words of Institution 

On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, broke it and gave it to his 

disciples saying, “This is my body given for you; do this for the remembrance of 

me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them to drink, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; shed for you, and for all people, 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                      Maddie Mai and Grace Lenhart 

 

Communion  

Prayer After Communion 

Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power of your 

suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and blood so work 

in us that the fruits of your redemption will show forth in the way we live, for you live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Please be seated 
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  The Stripping of the Altar 
The service concludes with the stripping of the 

altar as Psalm 22 is sung from the balcony. The congregation remains seated. 

 

There is NO BENEDICTION and NO POSTLUDE 

All leave the church in silence. 

 

Holy Week Worship 

Tomorrow we will observe Good Friday Service at 1:00 PM at Hope. 

 

On Sunday join us as we celebrate our Risen Lord in hymns, scripture readings, 

special music, and Holy Communion: Hope Easter Service 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons© 2004 and ELW© 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under Augsburg Fortress license #13653, One License A-711577, and CCLI 

License 1606517.  Bible readings are taken from the New Revised Standard Version. 

 

Thank you for Worshiping at Hope Lutheran Church 
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