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The Vision
Leading one another into
growing relationships with
Jesus Christ by the power of
the Holy Spirit all for the
glory of God.

The Mission 
Reaching upward to God,
Growing inward with God,
Serving outward for God.

B Y  P A S T O R  D A N  C L A R K

Sunday Worship Services:
8:30 am Contemporary
 11:00 am Traditional Prior to the purge of Covid, in which

the majority of Christian
congregations lost 20-30% of
their ‘regular’ attendees, worship
attendance was already on a ten year
downhill slide. Yes, church is more
than Sunday morning worship
attendance. And yes, counting ‘nickels
and noses’ should never be the goal
on Sunday mornings. But worship
attendance is something deeper that
every church leader and member will
need to wrestle with over the next few
years.

‘Committed’ attenders are attending
less often because of ‘greater
affluence,’ increased focus on kids’
activities on Sundays,’ ‘travel is on the
rise,’ 'Sunday is no longer the 'pause'

day in our 24/7 culture,’ ‘increased
number of more blended and single-
parent families where joint custody is
shared,’ ‘increased number of online
options,’ ‘cultural disappearance of
guilt,’ ‘rising self-directed spirituality,’
‘failure to see a direct benefit from
attending church,’ ‘engagement in the
life of the church has decreased,’ and
an ongoing ‘massive culture shift.’
(Lasting Impact; Nieuwhof: 2019; pp.
33-38). 

As more Christians attend worship less
often, more Christians are drifting from
their faith. Should we not continue
nurturing our faith because Jesus is
better? The author of the book of
Hebrews says, “Yes!” He explains that
Jesus is better than Moses, the angels
and Melchizedek. 

 

( CONTINUED ON PAGE  8 )
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KREPPS COVERED BRIDGE
FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS

The historic Krepps Covered Bridge, top left, was
inducted into the National Register of Historic Places on
June 22, 1979. It still stands sturdy at morning's first
light before the final festival day begins on Sunday,
September 18, 2022. Wayne Mancini, top right, shows off
his prized creation, the troll rumored to live under the
bridge and official Krepps mascot. The morning's Flag
Retirement Ceremony begins with a ceremonial folding of
a tattered American Flag, center right, followed by Boy
Scout volunteers gently placing the folded flags into the
flames, above. The Krepps Festival officially kicks off
once the Stars and Stripes are raised to the top of the
flagpole, bottom right. 
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Pastor Dan leads the Praise
Band, top left, in a reflective
prayer before kicking off the
8:30am morning Service.
Hickory Praise Band, top
right, performs "I Refuse" as
part of a Worship Set post-
service. Krepps attendees
center left, gather together in
Holy praise during the
contemporary worship service
on Sunday morning. Pastor
Dan, below, gives the
Benediction following his
sermon "Filling the Gap"
featuring a scriptural reading
from Isaiah 5:1-7.
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Krepps Volunteers, top right,
take a quick break from
serving pulled pork, cheese
fries, homemade pies and
more to share a laugh
together in the food tent.
Several rows of antique cars,
center right, filled the field
for onlookers to inspect and
admire. Many were in mint
condition and looked brand
new despite being several
decades old. Civil war actors
fire the light artillery, below,
and are stationed at the
cannons and follow the same
procedure soldiers would
have during the war. 

Children attending the
festival, bottom left, gather
to hear a tale at one of the
re-enactment tents. Festival
goers, bottom right, wave at
passersby during a hay ride
lap around the grounds. 



Deacon's Corner
Communion & The Fort Cherry "Helping
Hands" Mission 2022-2023 Deacons

A Deacon's Role in the EPC:

According to Scripture, those
who bear the office of
Deacon should especially
exhibit the spiritual qualities
of the Christian and should
be steady and reliable. The
first duty of the Deacon is
sympathy and service, and
together the Board of
Deacons carries out the
ministry of compassion. As
the law of love places certain
duties upon each Christian,
the Deacon is especially
bound to fulfill those duties
and to be an example to all.    

Ref: The Ordination and
Installation of Deacons Book
of Government 14-1E.

Lisa Alexander

Kenneth Alrutz

Tracey Fasnacht

Jackie Fawley

Janet Green

Patti Jacobs (Moderator)

Mary Jordan (Vice Moderator)

Sharon Mechtel

Barb Rea (Secretary)

Deb Rea (Treasurer)

Denise Rollinitis

As we start a new school year we
are reminded of a project that
never stops. The food collection by
students and members of the
community churches during the
year has decreased. While school
was on summer vacation, the
Midway Church distributed food to
our families, but the shelves are
now low. The deacons appreciate
all donations of cereal, canned
meat, fruits, and vegetables, ready
to make meals like Hamburger
Helper and Mac and Cheese. These
can be dropped off at the
collection shelf in the greeting area
foyer. Thank you for remembering
the families in the Fort Cherry
Helping Hands program!

Vitalant Blood Drive 
Nov. 5 | 7:30am - 12:30pm 
Covenant Center
Schedule your blood donation
appointment today! Visit: 
https://www.vitalant.org | 
Group Code: G0010081

Donations of cereal and pasta for
the Fort Cherry Helping Hands
program are collected Sundays
when Communion is served.
Thank you for giving generously to
this program. Please place your
items on the collection shelf in the
greeting area foyer. 

 Unified Service
 and 

Communion 
October 9 | 9 am

10 am reception

Family Outreach Holiday Food Drive 
It’s time again for the Annual Food Drive to help those in need that live
in our community. Beginning on Sunday, October 30th thru November
20th, check out the leaves on the bulletin board in the greeting area to
see items that are needed. Your generosity is always so overwhelming
that once we take care of our families, we are able to send the rest to FC
Helping Hands families. "And do not forget to do good and to share with
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” Hebrews 13:16
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https://www.vitalant.org/


OPERATION
CHRISTMAS

CHILD
A Simple Gift, an Eternal Message

Hickory United Evangelical Presbyterian Church
will once again sponsor the Operation Christmas
Child Shoe Box Project. 2022 marks our 25th year
as a partner with this special project through the
Samaritan’s Purse. Each year many of us look
forward to this very special project. What is really
inside each shoe box gift you prepare? Not just
toys and other small gifts, but the love, hope, joy,
and an opportunity to share the gospel message
with hurting children and their families.

There are still many bargains on back-to-school
supplies and other items for packing your shoe
box. When you pick up something for your own
children, grandchildren or for yourself, pick up
an extra item for your shoe box. Before you know
it, your box will be ready and filled for the
November 13th collection.

Thank-you and God bless you for your past
support with this ministry. Last year we
collected 171 gift boxes here at our church.
21,388 shoe boxes were collected from area
churches and organizations and delivered to the
5 locations here in Washington County.
From there, they went on to Charlotte NC to be
processed and shipped around the world.
9,127,591 shoe boxes were collected from the
USA and the Worldwide total collection
was 10, 505, 155 shoe boxes. Praise the Lord!

We have cardboard shoe boxes from Operation
Christmas Child available for those who would like to
use them, in our Greeting area which are provided at
no cost. Plastic shoeboxes are available for $2.50
starting on Oct 9th. 

If you prefer to use your own box, whether cardboard
or plastic, please be sure that it is a standard size shoe
box. If you wrap your box, please wrap the lid and box
separately. If you are unable to pack a box this year,
please consider making a monetary donation to
Operation Christmas Child. These donations assist
with the Greatest Journey booklets and Bibles which
are printed in every language.

We prayerfully look forward to another successful and
blessed year of giving, bringing the good news and
love of Jesus into lives of millions of children in need
around the globe.

Questions?  Contact Sue Alrutz: 412-576-5773
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Stewardship
and Mission Ministry Team Managing God's Gifts To Us

Notes of "To my Church Family - I just want to thank you all for
your cards, calls and concern for me since my surgery. I
am progressing but it will take awhile. Please keep me in
your prayers. Thank you."

-CAROL TURK

"Thank you for your continued financial support for the Burgettstown Area Food Pantry.
Your support enables us to continue purchasing needed food for our clients each month.
May God Bless!"

-BETH ENGEL

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost - October 2nd
Then Jesus asked, "Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? Luke 17:17
Only one showed gratitude. Before we look askance at the nine who didn’t, perhaps we should review all
the
elements of our own lives. Do we thank God for the entirety of what we have, or only for the obvious 10%?

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost - October 9
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. Luke 18:1
“Pray always and don’t lose heart.” Probably Jesus spoke from personal experience, as the gospels tell us
that he often turned to prayer in difficult times, times when he was tempted to lose heart. Let’s remember
to do the same.

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost - October 16
He also told a parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded
others with contempt. Luke 18:9
A healthy self-concept is a great gift, unless it turns into a self-righteousness that puts others down. A
good steward strives always to build others up.

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost - October 23
Then Jesus said about Zacchaeus, "Today salvation has come to this house...for the Son of Man
came to seek out and to save the lost." Luke 19:9-10
A steward’s role is primarily to those most in need of the steward. Like Jesus, the Son of Man, we too are
invited to seek out those we can assist.

Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost - October 30
Jesus said, “Now God is God not of the dead, but of the
living; for to God all of them are alive." Luke 20:38
A trick question from his adversaries gives Jesus the opportunity
to affirm that everyone is alive to God. Our stewardship actions
bring this affirmation to life, as we support and encourage a
better life for all of God’s people.

Our Culture of 
Thankfulness
& Generosity



HICKORY PRESCHOOL
A New Year Has Begun

The 2022-23 school year has begun here at Hickory Christian Preschool,
and we are off to a great start! Our classrooms are full. The staff is
looking forward to getting to know our new students and their families,
and we are delighted to see our returning students and families again
too. We are excited to begin this new adventure, and I look forward to
sharing a school year filled with fun and learning with you. Welcome
back to Miss Karen and Miss Maria who are returning as teachers this
year, and to our volunteer helper Mary Jordan. Please join us in
welcoming two new faces to our teaching staff, Becky Coulter and Ashley
Lewis!  As always, thank you for your support for Hickory Christian
Preschool. Ways to continue supporting Hickory Christian Preschool
programming is as always, through prayer, and of course our fabulous
fundraisers!

Annual Ride for Jesus
October 13 & 14
Sponsor a rider or contribute a
flat amount. Donations due
October 23rd, via cash or check.
Complete an online Sponsor
form on the Hickory Church
website under the Hickory
Preschool Tab! 

Little Bite Pouch
collection 
Save little Bites empty pouches
and place them on the shelf
outside of door number 2 in the
preschool hallway.

Box Tops for Education 
Download the Box Tops for
Education App and scan your
receipts to earn money for
Hickory Christian Preschool.
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Upcoming
Fundraisers
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Meet Miss Becky
I am a retired Operating Room nurse. I
have been married to my husband,
John for five years. I have two grown
children and five grandchildren. I like
sports and play pickle ball. I like reading
the Bible, doing calligraphy, puzzles,
and crossword puzzles. I look
forward to being an aide this year. God
has blessed me!

Meet Miss Ashley
Hello! This is my 7th year of teaching in
Christian education. I am a graduate of
Fort Cherry High School and obtained my
degree from Liberty University online. I’ve
been married to my lovely husband, Todd
for two years and we just welcomed our
handsome baby boy Cooper into the
world in April! My family and I are so
thankful that the Lord has lead us to
Hickory Christian Preschool.

Becky Coulter

Ashley Lewis
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And in light of the greatness of Jesus, we are to continue
in the faith under the banner of perseverance. In the book
of Hebrews, there is a simple command of which the
importance is slowly eroding away.

 ‘And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another-- and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.’ Hebrews 10:24-25

Contemporary translation: ‘Don’t stop going to church
because wandering from the church leads to wandering
from the faith.’ Consider the following three reasons for
why this is true: 

1. When we drift from the church, we stop being
reminded. Over and over again in Scripture, you find God
telling His people to “remember.” Remember who or
what? God! When we begin to neglect the church, we fall
out of the sync of the regular rhythm of being reminded of
who God is, what He teaches us to do, and who we are to
be in light of Him.

2. When we drift from the church, we embrace self-
reliance. One reason church is vital to one’s spiritual
growth in Christ, and one another, is that we are weak on
our own. 

If we are honest, we know we need other people, and
other people need us. But when we drift, we are saying,
“I don’t need this. I don’t need God. I don’t need you. I
only need me.” This slippery slope of self-pride
eventually leads you, to not only neglect the church,
but to neglect the authority and sovereignty of God.
When one’s life is only about ‘me,’ then God becomes
inconsequential in our lives.

3. When we drift from the church, we create a gap. God
made us to live in community with other believers and
with God. Just as the Triune God exists in perfect
community, so also, we are created and invited to live
in community with God and with each other. But when
we walk away from God and the community of faith, we
create a gap. That gap, more likely than not, will widen
over time, and eventually be filled with someone or
something else, other than Jesus. 

To persevere in the faith, we must not abandon the
church. Why? The church is God’s gift to each one of us
who have faith in Jesus Christ. We don’t attend church
to have a perfect experience there. We attend to be
strengthened, equipped, empowered, enlightened, and
blessed by a loving and merciful God.

-Blessings, Dan
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PAINTERS
NEEDED!

CONTACT TRACEY: 
724-747-2571  

LIVING
NATIVITY
PAINT DAYS

OCTOBER 
8&15 

Small Groups
AT HICKORY UNITED EPC

BEGIN OCT. 3RD



Worship Service | 8:30 am Contemporary & 11:00 am Traditional (S)
Sunday School - Adults | 9:45 - 10:45 am (Various Locations)                                                    
Hickory Kids (Pre-K - 5th grade) | 9:45 - 10:45 am (L)

Fit Club | 8:00 am (CC) - will not meet on 10/3 & 10/5
Volleyball | 7:00 pm (CC)

Staff Meeting (Every Other Week) |10:00 am (Parlor) 
KidVenture | 6:30 pm  (CC/L)
Boy Scout Meeting | 7:00 pm (CC)
Dartball League | 7:00 pm (CC for Home Games)
Hickory Students (6 -12th grade) | 7:30 - 8:30 pm (Location Rotation)

Fit Club | 8:00 am (CC)
Praise Band Practice | 7:00 pm (S)
Cub Scouts | 7:00 pm | (CC) 

Handbells | 6:30 PM (CR)
Choir | 7:30 pm (CR)  

Fit Club | 8:00 am (CC)

Yoga Class | 9:00 am (CC) - will not meet on 10/1

SUNDAYS 

MONDAYS

TUESDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

THURSDAY

FRIDAYS

SATURDAYS

RECURRING WEEKLY MEETINGS/CLASSES/GATHERINGS

ALL EVENTS,  DATES & TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
OCTOBER CALENDAR

RECURRING MONTHLY MEETINGS/GATHERINGS
Building & Property Meeting | 7:00 pm (P) | Every 2nd Wednesday 
Discipleship Meeting | 6:30 pm (LB) - Monthly meetings are fluid, please check the online church calendar (LB) 
Deacons Meeting | 7:00 pm (P) | Every 4th Monday
Outreach Committee Meeting | 6:30 pm (P) | Every 2nd Tuesday
Prayer Shawl Ministry | 12:00 pm (CC)| Every 2nd Wednesday 
Preschool Team Meeting | 12:30 pm (FH) | Every 1st Tuesday 
Security Team Meeting | (P) Every 1st Tuesday 
Session Meeting | 6:30 pm (P) | Every 3rd Wednesday 
Stewardship Meeting | 6:30 pm (P) | Every 1st Monday after 1st Wednesday 
Women's Cancer Survivors Group | 12:00 pm (CC) | Every 4th Wednesday  - Currently not meeting
Women's Ministry Meeting | 6:30 - 7:30 pm (P)  - Monthly meetings are fluid, please check the online church calendar

(CC) Covenant Center   (CL) Choir Loft   (FH) Fellowship Hall   (L) Loft   (LB) Library   (P) Parlor   (S) Sanctuary   

SPECIAL DATES 
10/2 (Sun)      Worship @ Apple Fest 8:30 am 
10/3 (Mon)     Small Groups Begin
10/4 (Tue)      KidVenture Begins 6:30-7:15pm (CC/L)
10/8 (Sat)       Deacon Setup (CC Reserved)
                             Living Nativity Paint Day (Lower Lot)
10/9 (Sun)     Communion/Unified Service 9:00am (S)
                             New Member Reception 10:00am (CC)
                             OCC Shoebox Kickoff (Available in Lobby) 

10/10(Mon)     Indigenous People's Day!
10/11 (Tue)      No Staff Meeting  
10/13 (Thu)      Ride for Jesus Fundraiser (CC)
10/14 (Fri)         Ride for Jesus Fundraiser (CC)
10/15 (Sat)        Living Nativity Paint Day (Lower Lot)  
                                  CC Reserved 2:30-7:30 PM
10/18 (Tue)       No staff Meeting
10/29 (Sat)        Upward Bball Evaluations 9:00-11:00am (CC)
10/30 (Sun)       CC Reserved 12:30-4:00pm 
                                      



Pastoral & Ministry

Administrative / Support

Pastor Dan Clark | dan.clark@hickoryunitedepc.org
Lay Pastor, Lou Templeton | (724) 356-7835
Director of Music Ministry, Tim VanNasdale | tim.vannasdale@hickoryunitedepc.org
Kids & Youth Coordinator, Dan Bender | dan.bender@hickoryunitedepc.org

Office Manager, Paula Steele | paula.steele@hickoryunitedepc.org
Communication Coordinator, Lynn VanNasdale | communications@hickoryunitedepc.org
Financial Director, Linda Carter | linda.carter@hickoryunitedepc.org
Assistant Treasurer, Melissa Fluharty | melissa.fluharty@hickoryunitedepc.org
Audio Visual Technician, David Sykut | david.sykut@hickoryunitedepc.org

Facilities 
Sexton, Eugene Short | (724) 356-4424 | eugene.short@hickoryunitedepc.org
Facilities Assistant Housekeeper, Will Smith | (724) 356-4424

School Director, Maria Moore | (724) 356-7337 | hickorypreschool@hickoryunitedepc.org 

Prayer Tree
Phone Requests: Sharon Mechtel | (412) 496-9147 
Email Requests: Sharon Merckle | sharon.merckle@yahoo.com

Hickory Christian Preschool

HICKORY UNITED EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

MOBILE APP
Open your phone's App Store (Google Play or iTunes
App Store). In the search bar, key in Hickory UEP
Church. Download our app, then open and create a
sign-in with a password of your choice that you will
use for future 
sign-ins. 

SCAN ME
WITH A
CAMERA
PHONE!

hickoryunitedepc.flocknote.com

FOLLOW
@hickorychurch
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HICKORYCHURCH.COM


