
Proverbs Week 3 (9.18.22) Reading the Proverbs (10-30)
“The legs of a lame person hang limp, and so does a proverb in the mouth of fools.” Prov. 26:7

“Like a thornbush in the hand of a drunk, so is a proverb in the mouth of a fool.” Prov. 26:9

I. Where do the Proverbs come from?
- The Proverbs were not written by one person at one time, they were compiled

over centuries. “Even within the Bible itself there seems to be a great openness
and appreciation of the wisdom of the surrounding nations (see 1 Kings
4:29-30)…Of all the surrounding nations, it is Egypt that has yielded the most
evidence of wisdom literature similar to Proverbs.” Tremper Longman

- What About Solomonic Authorship? Even Proverbs itself does not acknowledge
full Solomonic Authorship: See title for 10:1 in the text “The proverbs of
Solomon.”

- “Proverbs of Solomon,” is a title, not a description of authorship, and the section
ends at 22:16. In that section (10:1-22:16), there are 375 sayings, and the
number “375” means “Solomon” in Hebrew numerology.

Instruction of Amenemope given by
Amenemope, identified as Egyptian
“overseer of grains” to his son
Hor-em-maa-Kheru. The instruction
contrasts the “silent man” from the
“heated man.”

Proverbs “When you sit to dine with
a ruler, note well what is before
you…” Prov. 23:1

Guard yourself from robbing the poor,
from being violent to the weak.(Amen
4-5)

Do not strain to excess when your
possessions are secure… they make
themselves wings like geese, and fly
to heaven. (Amen. 14,5)

Do not remove the boundary stone on
the boundaries of the cultivated land.
Nor throw down the boundary of the
widow. (Amen 7, 12)

Do not rob the poor because they are
poor, or crush the afflicted in the gate.
(Prov. 22:22)

Do not wear yourself out to get rich;
be wise enough to desist. When your
eyes light upon it, it is gone; for
suddenly it takes its wings to itself,
flying like an eagle toward heaven.
(Prov. 23:4-5)

Do not remove an ancient landmark or
encroach on the fields of an orphan,
for their redeemer is strong; he will
plead their cause against you. (Prov.
23:10-11)

II. How do we actually read these Proverbs?
- The Proverbs are Hebrew Poetry, meaning Proverbs frequently utilizes:

1. Sound play (nearly all of which is lost in translation)



Ex: “This is the way of the adulterous woman: she eats and wipes her
mouth, and she says, “I have done nothing wrong!” Proverbs 30:20
Reciting this Proverb in the Hebrew requires that the reader actually
smack their lips (labial letters) in imitation of the way the adulterous
woman is described as eating.

2. Parallelism
Ex: “A wise son brings joy to his father, a foolish son brings grief to his
mother.” Proverbs 10:1 (Antithetic Parallelism) The proverb contrasts
wisdom with foolishness.

3. Poetic Imagery
Ex: “The mouth of the righteous is the fountain of life, but violence
overwhelms the mouth of the wicked.” Proverbs 10:11

4. Wisdom Sayings that Require Wisdom in Interpretation and
Application (Contextual Sayings)
Ex: “Don’t answer fools according to their stupidity; otherwise you will
become like them yourself. Answer fools according to their stupidity;
otherwise they will become wise in their own eyes.” Prov. 26:45 In other
words, there are situations in which it is wise to answer a fool, and others
when it is not. “It is a joy to a person to give an answer! How good a word
at the right time!” Prov 15:23 “Those who bless their neighbors with a
loud voice in the early morning–it will be considered a curse to them.”
Prov. 27:15
English Ex: “Too many cooks spoils the broth/many hands make light
work.”
The Proverbs themselves demand that we ask whether the saying is always
true (Ex: “Fraudulent scales are an abomination to Yahweh, but an
accurate weight brings favor.”), or a contextual saying. It is reckless and
ungodly to say “spare the rod, spoil the child,” to parents who abuse
their children, to take one example.

III. Proverbs are not promises, and must not be interpreted as promises. This is the heart
of the problem with the response of Job’s friends to his suffering, as we will see in a few
weeks.
“His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?" "Neither this man nor his parents sinned.” John 9

IV. The Proverbs are literally and structurally Centered in the Wisdom of the Lord
(Chiasm in Proverbs 15/16)


