
Luke 18 

 

I. If an indifferent and amoral judge answers… 

- With a similar logic to the Synoptic teachings comparing the gifts of God the 

Father to the gifts of even the worst earthly Father, the logic of this teaching is 

that if the indifferent and unjust judge responds by meeting the request of the 

widow who keeps knocking simply so he leaves her alone, how much more so 

will God answers those who ask.  

 

II. The Pharisee and the Publican  

- What should we take from this parable?  

- “This man (the tax collector) went down to his house justified, rather than the 

other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles 

himself will be exalted.”  

- BUT we need to ask ourselves whether this is the first, second, third, and so on, 

occasion in which the tax collector has made this confession.  

- This is a parable which exposes our legalism, for we are far more comfortable 

with a person tithing and fasting than in the church than we are of someone who 

just confesses, even though this parable does not give us permission to think that 

way.  

- Christianity is not a “bait-and-switch,” between grace and moral performance, but 

always grace.  

- Questions: Is the Pharisee’s problem that he is not keeping the law though he 

thinks he is, or is his problem that keeping the law is not sufficient (as Paul 

argues).  

 

III. Little Children  

- In a similar way that the Pharisee assumes he is worthy of God’s redemption and 

the tax collector not worthy, Jesus’ disciples assume the children are not worthy 

of Jesus’ attention.  

- Just as it is the tax collector with an awareness of his need for grace who receives 

God’s mercy, so it is the children who seek Jesus’ attention who receive it.  

 

IV. The Rich Ruler  

- The question of “inheriting” eternal life rather than “meriting” eternal life makes 

this a very good question (that is exactly how Paul talks about eternal life), so it is 

surprising that Jesus responds by questioning the man’s understanding of 

goodness.  

- But the appropriateness of inheritance language is overcome by the question 

“what must I do?”  



- The flow of Jesus’ reflection on God’s goodness and commandments is offered to 

say, “you know the commandments, you know that only God can keep these, for 

only God is good. You cannot keep them.”  

- The rich man’s response of “but I have!” is met with a call to go even farther and 

give away everything that he has to the poor, which he cannot do.  

- “If it is not financial success that keeps us from the saving emptiness of Jesus on 

the cross, it is moral success, intellectual success, emotional success, or spiritual 

success. We simply will not lose; and without losing, we will never, ever, win.” 

Robert Capon 

 

V. Prediction of Death and Resurrection  

Journey to Jerusalem Death Predictions  

9:51 When the days drew near for him to 

be taken up, he set his face to go to 

Jerusalem. 

9:22 The Son of Man must suffer many 

things and be rejected by the elders and 

chief priests and scribes and be killed, and 

on the third day be raised. 

13:22 He went on his way through towns 

and villages, teaching and journeying 

toward Jerusalem.  

9:44 Let these words sink into your ears: 

the Son of Man is about to be delivered 

into the hands of men.  

17:11 On the way to Jerusalem, he was 

passing along between Samaria and 

Galilee.  

18:31 See we are going up to Jerusalem, 

and everything that is written about the 

Son of Man by the Prophets will be 

accomplished.  

  

VI. The Blind Man in Jericho ‘ 

- This story shares many similarities with Mark’s healing of Blind Bartimaeus 

(Mark 10:46); and with the healing of two blind men in Matthew (20:39). 

- The most notable differences between Matt/Mark’s healing and Luke’s is that in 

Matt/Mark Jesus is leaving Jericho and in Luke Jesus is entering Jericho, a place 

where Jesus will meet Zacheus.   

- How does this man’s healing tie together the whole chapter?  


