Bible Introduction
Week 4: Inspiration
INTRO:
Bible is the most complex book ever written.
Most heavily reviewed, critiqued, analyzed book in history.

COMPOSITION:
· 66 Books
· ~40 different authors
· 3 different languages & on 3 separate continents
· Across ~1,500 years
· Verses = 31,102
· Cross-references = >63,000 (2x verses; see image below) 

HISTORICAL ACCURACY:
The Bible has never been PROVEN wrong.
Scholars and historians question many things (especially in the OT), but the vast majority of topics drawing skepticism are based on 1) theory, 2) an inability to fathom population sizes or 3) how a miracle could possibly happen.
· Creation, Evolution, etc.
· Parting of the Red Sea in Exodus; Jordan river in Joshua 4
· Sun standing still in Joshua 10

“Absence of evidence is not evidence of absence”

Constant archeological discoveries continue to prove biblical events that were once believed to be false.
1. Many written accounts by non-Christian ancient historians that reference Jesus.
a. A Jewish historian Josephus (93-94 AD) – Mentioned James “the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ.”  In another surviving document mentions Jesus as a wise man, teacher, condemned to the cross by Pilate, and reported by His followers to have appeared alive afterwards.
b. A Roman historian Tacitus (115-120 AD) – mentions that ‘Christus’ was crucified during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of Pontius Pilate
c. A Roman governor Pliny the Younger (111-113 AD) – described Christians as meeting together regularly, singing hymns to Christ “as to a god”, pledging to not commit crimes, refusing to curse Christ, and continuing to worship Christ despite interrogation.
2. Tel Dan Stele (1993-1994) – proved David was a real king
3. Pilate Stone (1961) – proved Pontius Pilate was a real prefect of Judea
4. Hezekiah’s Tunnel & Inscription (1880) – 2 Kings 20:20 & 2 Chron 32:2-4, 30
5. Sennacherib’s Prism (1800s) – Assyrian invasion of Judah happened
6. Caiaphas Ossuary (1990) – high priest Caiaphas was real

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHESIES:
Many scholars hold to 300+ Old Testament prophesies were confirmed through the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. (see chart below)
•  Peter Stoner, a mathematician and scientist, calculated that there is a 1-in-10^17 that a person could fulfill just 8 of these messianic prophecies.
1-in-100,000,000,000,000,000 (!)

How could a story possibly be written with such accuracy, so many links, and across such a wide array of authors?
	ANSWER = There was only ONE author that used men to record HIS story.
God is the inspiration and Author of the Bible.  Every word came from Him and has a specific purpose.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NKJV)
16) All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
17) that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
· All Scripture = Old & New Testament
· “given by inspiration of God” = theopneustos
· ‘theo’ = God
· ‘pneustos’ = to breathe, to blow
· ‘theopneustos’ = GOD-BREATHED

Why is it important that all scripture was “God breathed”?
Genesis 2:7 (AMP)
7) And the Lord God formed [that is, created the body of] man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being [an individual complete in body and spirit].
Job 33:4 (NKJV) - ELIHU
4) The Spirit of God has made me,
And the breath of the Almighty gives me life.
Job 34:14-15 (NKJV)
14) If He should set His heart on it,
If He should gather to Himself His Spirit and His breath,
15) All flesh would perish together,
And man would return to dust.
God’s breath is what gave us the Word, gave us life, gave us our spirit, and sustains us day-in and day-out!  But, what does Jesus say about it…

John 12:49-50 (MEV)
49) For I have not spoken on My own authority, but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak.
50) I know that His command is eternal life.  Therefore what I say, I say as the Father tells me.
But, that’s Jesus…. What about the everyone in the Old Testament, or the others in the New Testament (Paul, Peter, John, etc.)?

2 Peter 1:20-21 (NKJV)
20) knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation,
21) for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.
· Private interpretation = ‘idios epilysis’
· Private = ‘idios’ ; pertaining to one’s self, belonging to one’s self
· Where we get the English word ‘IDIOT’
· Interpretation = ‘epilysis’ ; literally means a loosening or unloosening; root can also mean ‘to explain what is obscure and hard to understand’
· Where we get the English word ‘Epilepsy’ = recurring seizures
Then how was the Bible actually written…?

“Holy men” were called out special vessels of God through the empowering of the Holy Spirit.
•  Moses – wrote Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, and Job*
•  Samuel – wrote Judges*, Ruth*, 1 Samuel** 
•  David – wrote the majority of Psalms**
•  Jeremiah – wrote 1 Kings*, 2 Kings*, Jeremiah, Lamentations
•  Paul – wrote most of the NT books
*Jewish tradition suggests authorship.
**Wrote part but not all.

Why should we trust what those holy men wrote?

Deuteronomy 18:14-22
•  God gives instructions to the Israelites through Moses on how to trust a prophet.
•  If the prophet speaks on his own accord or in the name of other gods, “he shall die.”

1 Corinthians 3:19
For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.  For it is written, “He catches the wise in their own craftiness.”
· Foolishness = root word is ‘moros’ and the origin of the English word “moron”
*** MANKIND COULD NEVER WRITE SOMETHING THIS COMPLEX AND BEAUTIFUL ***

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NKJV )
16) All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
17) that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
· Doctrine = ‘didaskalia’ ; teaching, instruction
· Romans 15:4 (MEV)
4) For whatever was previously written was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
· Reproof = ‘elegchos’ ; conviction 
· Correction = ‘epanorthosis’ ; restoration to an upright or right state; improvement of life or character
· Instruction = ‘paideia’ ; cultivation/training of the mind/soul to increase virtue & curb passions
· Complete = ‘artios’ ; complete or perfect (with a special aptitude for given uses)
· Equipped = ‘exartizo’ ; furnished perfectly in order to render something finished or complete 
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Source: https://www.chrisharrison.net/index.php/Visualizations/BibleViz














	OT Verse
	Prediction
	NT Fullfillment

	Genesis 3:15
	Eve's offspring will defeat the Devil
	Galatians 4:4
Hebrews 2:14

	2 Samuel 7:12-16
	Messiah will come from David
	Matthew 1:6-16
Luke 1:32-33
Luke 3:23-31

	Isaiah 7:14
	Virgin birth of the Messiah
	Matthew 1:22-23

	Micah 5:2
	Messiah will be born in Bethlehem of the tribe of Judah
	Matthew 2:1-6
Luke 2:4

	Isaiah 9:1-7
	Prediction of the Messiah and that He will have a ministry in Galilee
	Matthew 4:12-16

	Zechariah 9:9
	The King will come riding on a donkey
	Matthew 21:1-9

	Psalm 22
	The suffering of the Messiah
Pierced hands/feet
Divided garments
Salvation to the Gentiles
	Matthew 27
Mark 15:16-32
Luke 23
John 19

	Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12
	The suffering of the Messiah
	See above^^^
Acts 8:32-35
1 Peter 2:24-25

	Zechariah 12:10
	The Messiah will be pierced
	John 19:31-37

	Psalm 16:8-11
	The Messiah's resurrection
	Matthew 28
Mark 16
Luke 24
John 20
Acts 2:25-32; 13-35-37

	Isaiah 50:6
	The Messiah would be whipped, have his beard plucked, and be spit on
	Matthew 26:67
Matthew 27:28-30

	Zechariah 11:12-13
	The Messiah would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver
	Matthew 26:14-15 ; 27:3-10

	Isaiah 40:3-5
Malachi 3:1
	A forerunner would prepare the way for the Messiah
	Matthew 3:1-3
Luke 3:3-6
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