Bible Introduction
Week 5: Compilation

COMPOSITION:
Our Bible is one book divided into 2 sections, the Old Testament and the New Testament.  “Testament” means covenant. 
From Websters 1828:
· COVENANT, 
· noun [L, to come; a coming together; a meeting or agreement of minds.] = A writing containing the terms of agreement or contract between parties
· verb intransitive = To enter into a formal agreement; to stipulate; to bind one self by contract. 
· verb transitive =  To grant or promise by covenant

It is composed of a total of 66 books - 39 books in the Old Testament and 27 books in the New Testament. 

Old Testament (1445 – 400 B.C.) – “Tanakh”
There are 4 parts to the Old Testament.
· The Law of Moses or “The Pentateuch” or “Torah” (5 books): 
· Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy
· History (12 books): 
· Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1st and 2nd Samuel, 1st and 2nd Kings, 1st and 2nd Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther
· Poetry or Wisdom (5 books): 
· Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon
· Prophecy (17 books):
· Major prophets (5 books): Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, and Daniel
· Minor prophets (12 books): Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi

Languages – The Old Testament was written in two languages:
· Hebrew – 
· Aramaic – a closely related Semitic (descendant of Shem, a son of Noah); predominant language during the Babylonian exile and through the time of Jesus
· Daniel 2:4 – 7:28
· Ezra 4:8 – 6:18, 7:12 – 26
· Jeremiah 10:11
New Testament (50 – 100 A.D.)
There are 4 parts to the New Testament.
· The Gospels:  Jesus’s life and ministry
· Matthew ~ Eyewitness account from tax collector turned Apostle
· Intended Audience: Jews
· Purpose: Jesus the promised Messiah
· Mark ~ He was a missionary, and he recorded the eyewitness account of Peter, an Apostle
· Intended Audience: Romans / Gentiles
· Purpose:  Jesus the Servant who suffered and gave Himself for us
· Luke ~ Physician, and he recorded “those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word” (Luke 1:2)
· Intended Audience:  Mainly Greek Gentiles
· Purpose:  Jesus the Savior of All, Jews and Gentiles
· John ~ Eyewitness account from fisherman turned Apostle
· Intended Audience:  All, Jews & Gentiles
· Purpose:  Jesus the Divine Son of God
· Acts of the Apostles (Luke) : Peter and Paul’s ministries and the start of the early church 
· Epistles or Letters:
· Paul’s letters to the churches
· Romans, 1st and 2nd Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and 1st and 2nd Thessalonians
· Paul’s letters to individuals
· 1st and 2nd Timothy, Titus, and Philemon
· General
· Hebrews (unknown), James, 1st and 2nd Peter, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd John, Jude
· Apocalypse or Prophecy: 
· Revelation (John)
Language – The entire New Testament was written in Koine (common) Greek
· Why? It was used and understood across the entire Roman empire, allowing for wide-spread transmission across the ‘known’ world
· Certain Aramaic words are still used periodically (ex. “Abba” = father)




CANON:
· Canonization explains to us how the Bible received acceptance both in Israel and in the New Testament church. It is how a particular writing was measured to see if it stood up to the standard of Holy Scripture.
· “Kanon” literally means rod, ruler, staff, or measuring rod

1 Timothy 4:1-7 : The early church was already seeing false doctrines springing up and warning the early church to reject them.

Luke 1:4 (AMPC) 
 [My purpose is] that you may know the full truth and understand with certainty and security against error the accounts (histories) and doctrines of the faith of which you have been informed and in which you have been orally instructed.

CLASSIFICATION OF THE BIBLE:
· Jewish usage originally divided the Old Testament by the Law & the Prophets but now divides as the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings
· Jesus confirms this in Luke 24:44
· The Hebrew Bible combines 1st & 2nd Samuel, 1st & 2nd Kings, 1st & 2nd Chronicles, and Ezra and Nehemiah, giving their classification only 24 books.
· The Hebrew Bible was translated into Greek between 250-150 B.C., known as the Septuagint (LXX).
· The Vulgate or Latin Bible, translated by Jerome in 383-405 A.D. It follows the Greek arrangement and is the standard Bible which John Wycliffe’s first English Bible (14th century) and all other English Bible translations now use.

OLD TESTAMENT CANON:
Old Testament canon was determined by:
· Jewish tradition
· Spiritual authority
· Recognition as sacred by Jewish Temples
· Opinions of religious leaders
· The conviction of the common people

It was recognized and accepted by the time of Jesus’ birth.
· Jesus quoted from 24 Old Testament books
· He also confirms Genesis to Chronicles in Luke 11:51 by referring to “the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah”.
· The New Testament quotes from a total of 34 Old Testament books.

NEW TESTAMENT CANON:
· New Testament canon was determined by use of the early church.  It was through the revelation of the Holy Spirit to the early church members as they read the circulating writings.

· It was determined by these qualities:
· Authority, Inspiration or Divine Attributes ~ Do the writings carry God’s authority?  Do the writings produce faith, and do they have the power to transform lives? (John 14:26)
· Origin/Prophetic or Apostolic Authorship ~ Was it written by an Apostle or one of their disciples?
· Authentic authorship ~ Were they certain that it was written by the author claimed and did his audience accept that it was written by him?
· Universal acceptance and usage ~ Were they accepted by the early church and used regularly for life and faith?
· At the beginning of the canonization 20 books were accepted but Hebrews, 2nd & 3rd John, 2nd Peter, Jude, James and Revelation were debated until the beginning of the 4th century. By the end of that century all the books were accepted by all the churches. 
· Internal evidence of canon:
· The New Testament writings were in circulation in the early church and were accepted as inspired by those who were reading and teaching them.
· 1st Thessalonians 2:13
· 2 Peter 3:15-16
· External evidence of canon:
· The Muratorian Fragment (180 A.D.) is the world’s oldest known list of New Testament books, and it affirms 22 of the 27 books.
· The Gospels, Acts, all 13 of Paul’s letters, Jude, 1st, 2nd & (possibly) 3rd John, and Revelation
· The Festal Letter of Athanasius (367 A.D.) was one in a series of letters by the Bishop of Alexandria that confirms all 27 books and only those books.
· Eusebius (an early 4th century church historian listed four categories of books circulating in the early church.
· Recognized books: 22 of 27 books: Gospels, Acts, Paul’s 13 letters & Hebrews, 1st John, 1st Peter, & Revelation
· Disputed books: James, Jude, 2nd Peter, 2nd & 3rd John
· Rejected books: These were books that didn’t have the authority of Scripture
· Heretical books: These were books that were forgeries with little to no theological value and were not even worth debating.
Apocrypha & apocryphal writings:
· The Apocrypha are the books included in the Septuagint translation but were not a part of the Hebrew Bible. 
· Apocryphal writings is a term applied to writings outside Biblical canon and are not considered inspired.
· Why are they not considered Scripture or part of the canon?
· They do not have enough manuscript evidence.
· There were tonal shifts and thematic problems.
· These books were never quoted by Jesus or any of the other New Testament authors.
· They do not claim within themselves to be Scripture.
· They are not cited as Scripture within Scripture.
· The canon was closed already. They are not included in the early lists of books considered Scripture and were only found after the 4th century.
· They have various obvious errors.
· They have no internal evidence of inspiration and no prophecies to be proven.
· The Jewish people do not consider them inspired. The Old Testament canon was closed after 400 BC.  Jesus confirms and refers to the already complete Old Testament canon.
· There is a lack of apostolic evidence. They were either forgeries or written centuries after Biblical events and therefore cannot be eyewitness recordings or recorded testimony of eyewitnesses.

Counsel of Nicaea (325 AD) – modern day Turkey
· Group of 200-300 bishops gathered at the request of Constantine I to clarify certain Christian debates and bring unity to the church
· Constantine I or “Constantine the Great” – Roman Emperor (306-337 AD)
· Issued Edict of Milan (313 AD) – legalizing Christianity
· Baptized on his death bed
·  Major Topic of Debate: Arianism (by Arius)
· Rejects the Trinity; claims Jesus was created by God and is distinct and lower than the Father
· Result: Arianism was fully rejected and the Nicene Creed established
· Arius was excommunicated, exiled, and slapped
· Other Decisions Made
· Date of Easter - Should fall on a Sunday after the 1st full moon in the 1st month of the Jewish calendar
· Established 20 Rules to regulate church life
· Examples: 
· No self-castrated men can be clergy
· Don’t ordain new converts too quickly
· Clergy cannot live with unrelated women
· Clergy cannot lend money with interest
· No kneeling during Sundary or Easter worship
· What the Counsel DID NOT DO:
· The counsel DID NOT decide what books of the Bible should or should not be included as Canon.
· Constantine and/or the Counsel DID NOT invent or dictate Christ’s divinity
· Christ’s divinity was well established and confessed by the majority of Christians before the council was convened.

	OT Apocryphal Books
	Written
	Reason for exclusion

	Tobit
	200s-100s BC
	Not originally written in Hebrew; diaspora wisdom tale

	Judith
	100s BC
	Historically problematic timelines

	Wisdom of Solomon
	0s BC
	Written in Greek after prophetic era ended

	Sirach
	180-175 BC
	Written after prophetic era ended

	Baruch
	100s BC
	Written after prophetic era ended

	1, 2, 3 Maccabees
	100 BC
100-70 BC
100 BC - 100 AD
	Written after prophetic era ended
*Side note: where Hanukkah comes from*

	1, 2, 3 Enoch
	200 BC - 100 AD
0-100 AD
400s-500s AD
	•  Antediluvian (pre-flood) figure
•  Originally written in Greek
•  Very late after prophetic era

	Jubilees
	160-140 BC
	Rewrites Genesis/Exodus with a strict chronographic scheme

	1, 2 Esdras
	100s-0s BC
100 AD
	•  Greek retelling of parts of Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah
•  Post-Temple destruction

	Additions to Esther
	100s-0s BC
	Greek additions; not part of original Hebrew text




	NT Apocryphal Books
	Written
	Reason for exclusion

	Gospel of Thomas
	140-180 AD
	Pseudonymous
Gnostic theology (secret knowledge of the divine self) 
Collection of sayings that do not align to true Gospels
Claims Mary must become a man to enter Heaven

	Gospel of Peter
	late 100s AD
	Pseudonymous
Docetic theology (Christ's body was only apparent or a phantom)
Jesus emerges from tomb gigantic and followed by a walking, speaking cross

	Gospel of Mary
	100s AD
	Pseudonymous
Gnostic theology
Esoteric (special group) revelation give to just Mary Magdalene

	Gospel of Philip
	200s AD
	Pseudonymous
Valentinian Gnosticism
Suggests deeper relationship between Jesus & Mary Magdalene

	Gospel of Truth
	140-180 AD
	Valentinian Gnostic view of salvation as awakening from ignorance

	Gospel of Judas
	140-170 AD
	Pseudonymous
Sethian Gnostic text portraying Judas as the only enlightened disciple

	Infancy Gospel of James
(Protoevangelium)
	150 AD
	Pseudonymous
Fictional infancy narrative
Mary’s miraculous birth and perpetual purity (Mariology)

	Infancy Gospel of Thomas
	140-170 AD
	Pseudonymous
Legendary childhood stories of Jesus containing magical elements.
As a child, Jesus kills a boy that bumps into him and then raises him up

	Arabic Infancy Gospel
	400s-500s AD
	Combines Infancy Gospel of Thomas + Proto-James + later folklore

	Gospel of Nicodemus
	300s AD
	Pseudonymous
Post-apostolic; legendary expansions of the trial and resurrection narratives
Christ's decent into Hell; speaking with OT figures

	Gospel of Barnabas
	1300s-1500s AD
	Pseudonymous
Medieval composition; anachronistic references to Islamic theology.
Claims Jesus was not crucified but instead foretold the coming of Muhammad





The Nicene Creed:
1. We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, the maker of heaven and earth, of things visible and invisible.
2. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the begotten of God the Father, the Only-begotten, that is of the substance of the Father.  God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten and not made; of the very same nature of the Father; by Whom all things came into being, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible.  Who for us humanity and for our salvation came down from heaven, was incarnate, became human, was born perfectly of the holy virgin Mary by the Holy Spirit.  By whom He took body, soul, and mind, and everything that is in man, truly and not in semblance.  He suffered, was crucified, was buried, rose again on the third day, ascended into heaven with the same body, [and] sat at the right hand of the Father.  He is to come with the same body and with the glory of the Father, to judge the living and the dead; of His kingdom there is no end.
3. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the uncreate and the perfect; Who spoke through the Law, the prophets, and the Gospels; Who came down upon the Jordan, preached through the apostles, and lived in the saints.
4. We believe also in only One, Universal, Apostolic, and [Holy] Church; in one baptism with repentance for the remission and forgiveness of sins; and in the resurrection of the dead, in the everlasting judgement of souls and bodies, in the Kingdom of Heaven and in the everlasting life
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