
Biblical Finance - Week 1
Prosperity

I Kings 3:5 NKJV - “At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask! What shall I give you?””

I Kings 3:9 NKJV - “Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?””

Solomon could have asked for anything, but He asked God to give him understanding to be able to do what He’s called him to do effectively, lead God’s people. Notice God’s response.

I Kings 3:10-12 NKJV - “The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. Then God said to him: “Because you have asked this thing, and have not asked long life for yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern justice, behold, I have done according to your words; see, I have given you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you.”

God gave him what he asked for.  But look what else God did.

I Kings 3:13 NKJV - “And I have also given you what you have not asked: both riches and honor, so that there shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your days.”

God gave him wealth, riches.  He made Solomon prosperous.   

If prosperity was a bad thing then why did God make him prosper?

Let’s look at another example, Abraham.

Genesis 13:2 NKJV - “Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold.”

Abram wasn’t just rich.  He was VERY rich.    

Genesis 13:5-6 NKJV - “Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks and herds and tents. Now the land was not able to support them, that they might dwell together, for their possessions were so great that they could not dwell together.”

They were so wealthy they had to separate. 

Genesis 26:12-14 NKJV - “Then Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a hundredfold; and the Lord blessed him. The man began to prosper, and continued prospering until he became very prosperous; for he had possessions of flocks and possessions of herds and a great number of servants. So the Philistines envied him.”

Isaac was more prosperous than Abraham!  Very prosperous and he continued prospering.  God is OK with you having stuff, but God doesn’t want the stuff having YOU!  

Psalms 35:27 NKJV - “Let them shout for joy and be glad, Who favor my righteous cause; And let them say continually, “Let the Lord be magnified, Who has pleasure in the prosperity of His servant.””

Prosperity is not limited to finances, although finances are a part of prospering.

III John 1:2 NKJV - “Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.”

God wants you prosperous in ALL THINGS.  Not just 1 area of your life but all areas.  

How much is too much prosperity?  As Christians, shouldn’t we sell any big, excessive thing we have and give that money to the poor?

John 12:1-2 NKJV - “Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been dead, whom He had raised from the dead. There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him.”

John 12:3 NKJV - “Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the oil.”

This is a huge gift!  Approximately $61,000 in today’s dollars. (1 years wages)

John 12:4-5 NKJV - “But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would betray Him, said, “Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?””

Judas betrayed Jesus for money!  His way of thinking shouldn’t be our way of thinking when it comes to finances.

John 12:6 NKJV - “This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it.”


John 12:7-8 NKJV - “But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My burial. For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have always.””

You can have wealth and give to the poor at the same time!!! 

The issue Judas had was what the Bible calls covetousness.

Covetousness - an intense, wrongful desire to posses something.  Greediness!

Luke 12:15 NKJV - “And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.””

Covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5).  

I Timothy 6:10 NKJV - “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”

The love of money is the problem.  Not money itself.  

Whether you have money or not does not determine whether you love money:

· You can have money and not love it. 
· You can also have NO money, and still love it.

Some of the most covetous people on the earth are those who have no money because that’s all they think about and live for, getting a few more bucks.

Matthew 6:25-27 NKJV - ““Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?”

You are more important to God than an animal, and God certainly loves His animals.  He is the original animal lover because He created them!

Matthew 6:28-30 NKJV - ““So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?”

Matthew 6:31-33 NKJV - ““Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”



