
Biblical Finance 3
Tithing

Malachi 3:8-12 NKJV - ““Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ‘In what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. You are cursed with a curse, For you have robbed Me, Even this whole nation. Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My house, And try Me now in this,” Says the Lord of hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And pour out for you such blessing That there will not be room enough to receive it. “And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, So that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,” Says the Lord of hosts; “And all nations will call you blessed, For you will be a delightful land,” Says the Lord of hosts.”

The tithe means a tenth. 

Old Covenant - Not tithing
 - robbing God
 - under a curse

Old Covenant - Tithing
 - Windows of Heaven open with blessings pouring out
 - Devourer rebuked
 - Devourer would not destroy the fruit of our ground (what it was supposed to produce)
 - The vine would bear fruit
 - We would be blessed

OT scriptures on tithing:  Leviticus 27:30, 32.  Numbers 18:21, 26.  Deuteronomy 12:6.  Deuteronomy 14:22-29.  2 Chronicles 31:5-12

Genesis 14:18-20 NKJV - “Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High. And he blessed him and said: “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” And he gave him a tithe of all.”

This is tithing BEFORE the law of Moses.  

Where did Abraham learn about the tithe?  Who taught him?  He either learned it directly from God or it was passed down from Adam.

What about tithing in the New Testament? 

Hebrews 5:8-9 NKJV - “though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,”

We are obviously talking about Jesus.

Hebrews 5:10-11 NKJV - “called by God as High Priest “according to the order of Melchizedek,” of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.”

He is quoting from Psalms 110:4.

Hebrews 7:1-3 NKJV - “For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being translated “king of righteousness,” and then also king of Salem, meaning “king of peace,” without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually.”

Melchizedek was not a priest like Aaron.  He was not of the Levitical priesthood.  This was before Aaron’s priesthood.    

We don’t know what all Melchizedek did, but two things we know.  1.  He received the tithe.  2.  He blessed!

Hebrews 7:4-7 NKJV - “Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils. And indeed those who are of the sons of Levi, who receive the priesthood, have a commandment to receive tithes from the people according to the law, that is, from their brethren, though they have come from the loins of Abraham; but he whose genealogy is not derived from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better.”

This is saying that the person you tithe to has greater authority than you.  

Hebrews 7:8 NKJV - “Here mortal men receive tithes, but there he receives them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives.”

Here on earth, mortal men receive tithes.  But there He receives them.  The He is Jesus, there is heaven.

How can we say that Jesus is a priest like Melchizedek but doesn’t do anything that Melchizedek did?  Jesus receives our tithe when we tithe under the New Covenant.  

What about the curse?  What if we don’t tithe?

Galatians 3:13 NKJV - “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”),”

The curse was put on Jesus.  He purchased our freedom from the curse of the law, that would include the curse associated with not tithing.  We have a better covenant based on better promises!!  (Hebrews 8:6)

Galatians 3:14 NKJV  - “that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”

The curse doesn’t belong to you, but the blessing is YOURS!  You can still appropriate the blessing by tithing!  

When we tithe, we are tithing to Jesus.  

Proverbs 10:22 NKJV - “The blessing of the Lord makes one rich, And He adds no sorrow with it.”

You want the blessing of the Lord on your life!

Tithing is the foundation of all prosperity.  

According to the National Christian Foundation, an additional $165 billion per year would come in to the church.

Genesis 14:21-24 NKJV - “Now the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the persons, and take the goods for yourself.” But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raised my hand to the Lord, God Most High, the Possessor of heaven and earth, that I will take nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap, and that I will not take anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich’— except only what the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men who went with me: Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.””

Abraham didn’t love money; he gave money back to the king of Sodom because he didn’t want the king of Sodom to be able to take credit for the prosperity Abram had.  

Abraham knew it was God who helped him get Lot and their families back.  Tithing was Abraham’s response to God’s goodness and faithfulness to him.

Matthew 23:23 NKJV - ““Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.”

This would have been a great moment for Jesus to correct this tithing thing.  But instead, He said this you should have done.  He said they were right in doing so.  






