
Biblical Finance 4
Other Types of Giving


Offerings

Exodus 35:4-9 NKJV - “And Moses spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, “This is the thing which the Lord commanded, saying: ‘Take from among you an offering to the Lord. Whoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it as an offering to the Lord: gold, silver, and bronze; blue, purple, and scarlet thread, fine linen, and goats’ hair; ram skins dyed red, badger skins, and acacia wood; oil for the light, and spices for the anointing oil and for the sweet incense; onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod and in the breastplate.”

The word “offering” means: of your free will, voluntary, willing.  

This means it’s not a requirement, not a tithe, not an obligation.  This is just something you do with your own free will because you love the Lord and you are bringing him an offering.

Exodus 35:29 NKJV - “The children of Israel brought a freewill offering to the Lord, all the men and women whose hearts were willing to bring material for all kinds of work which the Lord, by the hand of Moses, had commanded to be done.”

Offerings are in addition to the tithe.  

How much was the offering?  Whatever the person wanted to give from their heart.

II Corinthians 9:6-7 NKJV - “But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.”

You give offerings as the Lord puts it on your heart.  They can be given anytime and be any amount. (You are not limited as to how many offerings you can bring)

First Fruit Offering
1%-2% of their annual income.  It was the first of their crops, produce, animal, etc. 

Exodus 23:19 NKJV - “The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring into the house of the Lord your God. You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.”

The first fruit was the first, and the best.  Again, this was an offering so it could be as much as they wanted.  


Proverbs 3:9-10 NKJV - “Honor the Lord with your possessions, And with the firstfruits of all your increase; So your barns will be filled with plenty, And your vats will overflow with new wine.”

Notice how this first fruit offering is given as honoring the Lord.  This involves thanking Him for yet another year of prosperity and blessings.  

You cannot out give God!!!  No matter how much you give to Him monetarily, He’ll always do more back to you.

Other types of offerings in the OT:

Burnt Offering - Expressed their total devotion, commitment, and worship to God.
Leviticus 1:1-17, Exodus 29:38-42

Grain Offering - Expressed their thanksgiving and recognition of God’s provision.
Leviticus 2:1-16

Peace Offering - Expressed gratitude and thanksgiving for the fellowship/peace with God and others.  Leviticus 3:1-17

Sin Offering - Atone for unintentional sins and cleanse from defilement caused by that sin.
Leviticus 4:1-5:13

Guilt Offering - Atone for the specific sins involving guilt.  It included making amends, repaying the value plus 20%.

All these types of offerings were required under the law.  But in the NT, all our sins are under the blood of Jesus.  But we can still give an offering because we love the Lord and appreciate what He’s done for us.

Alms Giving

This is giving to the poor or people who are in need.  

Proverbs 19:17 NKJV - “He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord, And He will pay back what he has given.”

This says that giving to the poor is like lending to the Lord.  And the Lord will pay you back!

Matthew 6:1-4 NKJV - ““Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven. Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you openly.”

When we give we should be giving to the Lord and expect rewards from Him, not other people.  Giving alms should never be done as a way to puff yourself up.

Mark 14:7 NKJV - “For you have the poor with you always, and whenever you wish you may do them good; but Me you do not have always.”

There will always be poor people on the planet.  

Mark 12:41-44 NKJV - “Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into the treasury. And many who were rich put in much. Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make a quadrans. So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given to the treasury; for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.””


You can always give something!

