
Eschatology
Class 1

Where are we in God’s master timeline?

Daniel 12:1-4 NKJV - ““At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people; And there shall be a time of trouble, Such as never was since there was a nation, Even to that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered, Every one who is found written in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to everlasting life, Some to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the firmament, And those who turn many to righteousness Like the stars forever and ever. “But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.””

We live in the church age, often referred to the age of Grace.  God’s wrath was put on Jesus and everyone living in this age does not have to live in fear of God pouring out His wrath on the earth.  But that age is almost over and we are at the end.

Many go to and fro - Daniel, writing this over 2500 years ago, prophesied about something, that in his day, would seem impossible.  People running to and fro across the earth?  Jet Airplanes!  This perfectly lines up with “the time of the end”.

Knowledge shall increase – Just in our lifetimes, knowledge has exponentially increased.  With the internet, now AI, we have access to unlimited knowledge 24 hours a day.  

(Acts 2:17 also shows us we are in the “last days” because the Holy Spirit has been poured out)

Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21)
They asked Jesus 3 questions.  To answer them, Jesus is going to have to cover over 1900 years of events.  

1. When shall these things be?  (when the temple would be destroyed)
2. What shall be the sign of they coming?  (Jesus return to the earth)
3. And of the end of the age? (the end of the church age)

Jesus told them a quick synopsis of what would happen from now until the end of the age. After He finished, he gave them a parable to show them what to watch and look for.

Luke 21:29 NKJV - “Then He spoke to them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees.”

The fig tree references the nation of Israel.  (Hosea 9:10, Jeremiah 24:1-10, Joel 1:6-7, Micah 4:4). 

Luke 21:30-32 NKJV - “When they are already budding, you see and know for yourselves that summer is now near. So you also, when you see these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near. Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all things take place.”

The fig leaves budding, that means that the tree has matured and is ready to bear fruit, be productive.  

State of Israel in recent times:
· 70AD – Israel revolted against the Romans, then fell and Jerusalem was destroyed, people scattered.
· For centuries this area was under foreign rule.
· British took control of this area after WWI
· Britian withdrew from area and turned local conflicting groups over to the UN.
· UN Partition Plan (1947) – The UN voted to divide Palestine into separate Jewish and Arab states, with Jerusalem under international control.  Jewish leaders accepted the plan, Arab leaders rejected it.
· Declaration of the State of Israel May 14th, 1948

Today Israel is a thriving nation (budding)
· 15th most powerful military in the world
· 8th in global nuclear weapons list
· 27th globally in nominal GDP (610 billion in 2025)

Revelation 1:1-2 NKJV - “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John, who bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw.”

This is the Revelation of Jesus Christ!  Not the revelation of the anti-Christ.  In the book of Revelation, approximately 55 references to Jesus, 6 to the anti-Christ.  

Revelation 1:3 NKJV - “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.”

The book of Revelation is a book of blessings.

Revelation 1:19 NKJV - “Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this.”

A common misconception about the book of revelation is that it’s all about the future. Jesus said differently.  Things when you have seen, past, things which are, present, and the things which will take place after this.  Future.

Revelation 4:1 NKJV - “After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this.””

John gets caught up to heaven and now he is going to be seeing things from the next several chapters from a heavenly perspective.  And these things he sees will be the future.

Revelation 4:2-5 NKJV - “Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne. And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald. Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads. And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire were burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.”

Here we see a throne to sit on, gold, robes, crowns.  Things in heaven will be different yet familiar to us.  

The seven Spirits of God is a reference to 7 anointing of the Holy Spirit found in Isaiah 11:1-2.

12 of the 24 we know and can identify from Matthew 19:28.

Matthew 19:28 NKJV - “So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”

An elder is one selected by God to represent Him to the people.  So, the other 12 are likely OT patriarchs.

Revelation 4:6 NKJV - “Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back.”

Anytime in the Bible where the word “sea” is used, and there is not specifically a body of water listed there, it is referencing a sea of people!  This is called Bible interpretation.  

This is a sea of people right there in the throne room of God.  Who are these people?  

The word “crystal” gives us the clue as to who these people are.  

Ephesians 5:25-27 NKJV - “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.”

This is significant because this puts the rapture of the church at the end of the church age, before the tribulation begins.  

John is describing seeing the scene in heaven of the church right after we have been caught up into heaven.  

Luke 21:34-36 NKJV - ““But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For it will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.””

This is the moment we stand before the Lord.   

Revelation 4:7-8 NKJV - “The first living creature was like a lion, the second living creature like a calf, the third living creature had a face like a man, and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not rest day or night, saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!””

Same song that we sing in church sometimes.  You already know a song being sung in heaven.  

Revelation 4:9-11 NKJV - “Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: “You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created.””

John is giving us a heavenly vantage point, telling us what will take place right when the church is raptured up to heaven.  

A big question that comes up:  IS EVERYONE GOING TO MAKE THE RAPTURE?  

Matthew 24:36 NKJV - ““But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only.”

Only God the Father knows when Jesus is coming back.

Matthew 24:37-41 NKJV - “But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left.”

As in the days of Noah, people will be clueless.  How many people are just going about their lives right now clueless that everything that has been, will not be.  

Matthew 24:42-44 NKJV - “Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

If everyone’s going in the rapture, every Christian, then why would He say multiple times to be ready to go?  He’s emphasizing this.  Watch and be ready to go.

Matthew 24:45-46 NKJV - ““Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to give them food in due season? Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing.”

This speaks to our readiness.  And this is why it’s so important to be focused on doing what God has called you to do, the work He’s called you to.  When He comes and we are busy doing His work, Jesus said that’s a faithful and wise servant.
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