Finding and Following God’s Plan for Your Life
Class 1 - God’s Good Plan for your life

This is one of the most important classes you will take in our SOM. This class will help give you a roadmap on how to find and follow God's plan for your life.
Colossians 1:15-20 MSG “We look at this Son and see the God who cannot be seen. We look at this Son and see God's original purpose in everything created. For everything, absolutely everything, above and below, visible and invisible, rank after rank after rank of angels—everything got started in him and finds its purpose in him. He was there before any of it came into existence and holds it all together right up to this moment. And when it comes to the church, he organizes and holds it together, like a head does a body. He was supreme in the beginning and —leading the resurrection parade—he is supreme in the end. From beginning to end he's there, towering far above everything, everyone. So spacious is he, so expansive, that everything of God finds its proper place in him without crowding. Not only that, but all the broken and dislocated pieces of the universe —people and things, animals and atoms—get properly fixed and fit together in vibrant harmonies, all because of his death, his blood that poured down from the cross.
1. Our purpose is tied to Jesus. We can find our place in him because of his death, and his blood that was poured out at the cross. 
‭‭I John‬ ‭5‬:‭4‬-‭5‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”
1. In Jesus we have overcome the world. 

Everyone has a purpose in Christ! Not just Pastors, Teachers, Evangelists, etc.
1. ‭‭I Corinthians‬ ‭12‬:‭18‬-‭19‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. And if they were all one member, where would the body be?”
a. Notice, as he pleased not necessarily as we pleased

Ephesians 2:8 KJV - "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:"
1. It's not by works you are saved. It's by grace (God's unmerited favor), through faith.
2. Faith obtained what grace provided.

Ephesians 2:9 KJV - "not of works, lest any man should boast."
If this was something we could do or did ourselves, then we could boast about it. Jesus saved you before you were even born!

Ephesians 2:10 KJV - For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.
1. Workmanship - "poiema" (Vines Bible Dictionary) - that which is made.
2. This is something that is manufactured, a product that was designed and produced. We get our word poem from this Greek word. Poems don't write themselves. They are beautiful and amazing, but they are written by an author. God is the author of our lives. Unto good works not bad works. God's plan for our life is good!

Ephesians 2:10 NLT - "For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago."
1. Notice this happens in Christ. Before salvation we could never do what God has called us to do.
2. Also notice that God planned long ago. The Greek word here means "to prepare beforehand". Before you got here, God thought about you and planned out your life.

Ephesians 2:10 AMPC - "For we are God's [own] handiwork (His workmanship), recreated in Christ Jesus, [born anew] that we may do those good works which God predestined (planned beforehand) for us [taking paths which He prepared ahead of time], that we should walk in them [living the good life which He prearranged and made ready for us to live]."
1. Notice this involves living a good life. Do you want to live a good life? Everyone does, but they don't know how. They may try several things, or they may even have an idea of what a good life is.
2. Living the good life is doing life with God!

Jeremiah 29:11 KJV - "For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end."
1. Peace, not evil. The evil we experience in this world is not from God or His plan for our lives.
2. Expected end - a hope or confident expectation. This is talking about trusting in God's future provision, deliverance, and faithfulness. It is a firm and secure waiting versus uncertain wishing.
3. God's plan for your life is GOOD! Following His plan for your life is the only thing you'll do in life that will truly fulfill you.

LIFE - FREEDOM - FULFILLMENT

LIFE

I John 5:12 NKJV - "He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life."
1. This is not talking about being alive, living, this is talking about having true life. This word life is the Greek word ZOE, the God kind of life. Life as God has it. Rich, fulfilling, satisfying.
2. If you don't have Jesus, you are not going to have life, ZOE.

FREEDOM 

Galatians 5:1 AMPC - "IN [this] freedom Christ has made us free [and completely liberated us]; stand fast then, and do not be hampered and held ensnared and submit again to a yoke of slavery [which you have once put off]."
1. Christ has made us free. To be free you must learn how to live free and this involves renewing your mind. Your soul has been programmed a certain way by the world, now you need reprogramming. As your mind is transformed, you will see things differently and begin to learn how to live free.

FULFILLMENT 

II Timothy 4:6-8 NKJV - "For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing."
1. This does not sound like a person who regretted his life.
2. The good fight is a fight you win. 

When did God plan this great life for us?

Jeremiah 1:5 NKJV - "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.''
1. If God ordained him to be a prophet before he was even born, then it could not have been his good behavior that caused God to call him to be a prophet.
2. Whatever it is that God has called you to do is not based on your performance, your knowledge, your good behavior.

Your performance doesn't determine your call! (But your performance will determine whether you walk in your call)

Ephesians 1:3-6 NKJV - "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us accepted in the Beloved."
1. God chose us in Him before the foundation of the world. He thought about you before the world was even created.

Psalms 139:15-16 NKJV - "My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, The days fashioned for me, When as yet there were none of them."

Psalms 139:16 NLT - "You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed."
1. This doesn't mean that we are forced follow God's plan for our life. We make decisions and decide whether we are going to follow God's plan or not follow His plan. This idea that everything that happens in life is Gods will, God's plan, is a complete lie!
2. We must decide to follow God's plan for our lives and submit to His will.

How many people do you think follow God's plan for their life?

John 17:4 NKJV - "I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do."
1. Doing what God has called you to do, following His plan for your life, brings glory to God.

I Corinthians 3:12-15 NKJV - "Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is. If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire."
1. Here we have the Bible telling us that our works, what we do here is important. One day it will be tested. Anything that wasn't built on a good foundation will be burned up and we'll suffer loss. That doesn't mean we are going to hell, it just means it's a lost opportunity because we won't receive the reward God wanted us to have for doing it.

Reflection Questions
1. Do I truly believe that God has a specific, good plan for my life—or am I still trying to create my own?

2. What is one step I know God is asking me to take right now to follow His plan—and will I do it?



