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‭‭Romans‬ ‭12‬:‭3‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.”

1. Soberly = to be of sound mind, to be in one's right mind, to exercise self control, to put a moderate estimate upon one's self, think of one's self soberly, to curb one's passions
2. We must discover through the word how to think of ourselves. In most cases people overestimate their own importance and ability. 

‭‭I Corinthians‬ ‭1‬:‭26‬-‭31‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence. But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctification and redemption— that, as it is written, “He who glories, let him glory in the Lord.”

1. Let’s look at a list of who we are according to the flesh
a. Not Wise: unskilled, uncultivated, unlearned
b. Not Mighty: unable, not powerful, little strength
c. Not Noble: born from a family with little to no reputation 
d. Foolish: dull, stupid, blockhead
e. Weak: strengthless, feeble, sick
f. Base: cowardice, of no family, low born
g. Despised: contemptible, of low esteem, worthless
h. Things which are not: deprived of force, influence, power, unemployed, inactive, no further efficiency 
2. God has chosen, chosen, and continued to choose us despite who we are according to the flesh. Why? That no flesh may glory in his presence.
3. Notice the last verse here, You are in Christ Jesus who became for us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. 

Confidence in the flesh

Philippians‬ ‭3‬:‭4‬-‭10‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,”

1. Paul’s accomplishments according to the flesh
a. Circumcised on the eighth day
b. Stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin
c. Hebrew of the Hebrews
d. Concerning the law a Pharisee
e. Persecuted the church
f. Practiced the law perfectly
2. What did Paul gain in Christ by casting away his confidence in the flesh
a. Righteousness through faith
b. Knowing Jesus Personally 
c. Knowing the Power of his resurrection 
d. Knowing the fellowship of his sufferings
e. Conformed to his death
‭‭
Four In You Realities apart from Christ

In him is different than In-you, by him is different than by you. 

You are Nothing

‭‭Galatians‬ ‭6‬:‭3‬ ‭NKJV “For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself.”‬‬

1. We are the righteousness of God in him. Apart from him our righteousness is as filthy rags. 

You Know Nothing 

I Corinthians‬ ‭8‬:‭2‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet as he ought to know.”

1. You might have learned a few things in your time on the earth but compared to God the gap of our knowledge versus what there is to know, we know nothing. 
2. We ought to know by the Mind of Christ. The Mind of Christ receives understanding and direction through the Spirit of God not our intellect. 

You Have Nothing

‭‭I Corinthians‬ ‭4‬:‭6‬-‭7‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other. For who makes you differ from another? And what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?”

1. What is the reality? Nothing we have was gained through our own strength. It was given. 
2. Do you remember this verse? James‬ ‭1‬:‭17‬ ‭“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.”
a. If it's good, it came from God. If it's perfect, it came from God.

By his grace we function. By his grace our hearts continue to beat, and by his grace our longs draw breath. We in and of ourselves have nothing that wasn’t given to us. 

You Can Do Nothing 

John‬ ‭15‬:‭4‬-‭5‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”

1. Without Christ our lives are as a branch that has been removed from the tree. Our lives will never produce fruit, and never flourish without him. 
2. Do you remember this verse? ‭‭Philippians‬ ‭4‬:‭13‬ “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”
‭‭
Why are these things important? Why do we need to know the reality of our lives apart from Christ?
‭‭
James‬ ‭4‬:‭6‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.”

1. Pride will cause God to resist us, but understanding that apart from him we are nothing, know nothing, have nothing, and can do nothing will help us to give God the credit. 
2. When we walk in humility God gives us grace. Grace is everything that we need to be something, to know something, to have everything, and finally to do anything.
