In Christ Realities 
Class 3 - One with Christ
1 Peter‬ ‭1‬:‭10‬-‭12‬ ‭AMPC‬‬ “The prophets, who prophesied of the grace (divine blessing) which was intended for you, searched and inquired earnestly about this salvation. They sought [to find out] to whom or when this was to come which the Spirit of Christ working within them was indicating when He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that should follow [them]. It was then disclosed to them that the services they were rendering were not meant for themselves and their period of time, but for you. [It is these very] things which have now already been made known plainly to you by those who preached the good news (the Gospel) to you by the [same] Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Into these things [the very] angels long to look!”
1. This great mystery, of salvation, of becoming one with God, has been made plain to us through the preaching of the Gospel. Throughout History Angels have been longing to see what God’s ultimate plan was. 
Genesis‬ ‭1‬:‭26‬-‭27‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”
1. The first and only created beings fashioned after God’s image
‭‭Genesis‬ ‭2‬:‭7‬, ‭15‬-‭24‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. 15 Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 18 And the Lord God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him.” 19 Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would call them. And whatever Adam called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper comparable to him. 21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 22 Then the rib which the Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man. 23 And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.” 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.”
1. What was given to man in his perfect creation
a. Man Received the Breath of Life
b. Man was given a job
c. Man was given parameters to live by
2. The first time God recognized something as not being good when he saw man alone
3. God took something within man, to create woman.
4. Woman was made from man physically
We are Christ’s Counterpart/Helper/Bride
‭‭‭‭John‬ ‭19‬:‭33‬-‭34‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out.”
1. When God was preparing to form his bride (The Church) the second Adam, the Man Jesus, had his side pierced, just as the first  adam had his side opened up. God was creating for himself a helper, that he could join with as one spirit leaving behind the world. We are God’s counterpart. As Paul said in Ephesians this is a great mystery concerning Christ and the Church. 
‭‭I Corinthians 6:16-17 NKJV “Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her? For “the two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.”
1. Spiritually speaking we have become one with the Lord. Us in him, and he in us. When we accept Jesus into our hearts, and are sealed with the Holy Spirit we become his temple. His dwelling place. 
I Corinthians 6:19-20 NKJV “Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.”
1. We are not our own. Just as a husband and wife are no longer their own but one. 
‭‭Ephesians‬ ‭5‬:‭25‬-‭32‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”
1. The church in this passage is being compared to a husband/wife relationship, with Christ as the husband. He lives on the inside of us, and we live in him as a member of his body that he nourishes, and cherishes. 
John‬ ‭15‬:‭4‬-‭5‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”
1. The word abide could be used to describe threads coming together to make one rope. It is a picture of strength, unity, oneness. 
2. If you look at the marriage covenant you see that two have become one. They offer their strength, their love, and devotion to the other continually. They have become one flesh. On the flip side with God we have become one spirit with him. 
Now you can’t very well talk about Jesus and his relationship to the church without talking about covenant. A marriage is the greatest comparison we have with how Jesus views his church. 
‭‭Hebrews‬ ‭8‬:‭6‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.”
1. These promises are equivalent to the vows a husband and wife give to each other during a wedding ceremony. It is these vows that sustain the marriage. 
2. The vows we’ve been given are not based on our performance but rather accepting the invitation to become one with Christ. 
The Vows
‭‭Hebrews‬ ‭8‬:‭10‬-‭12‬ ‭TPT‬‬ “For here is the covenant I will one day establish with the people of Israel: I will embed my laws within their thoughts and fasten them onto their hearts. I will be their loyal God and they will be my loyal people. 11 And the result of this will be that everyone will know me as Lord! There will be no need at all to teach their fellow-citizens or brothers by saying, ‘You should know Yahweh,’ since everyone will know me inwardly, from the most unlikely to the most distinguished. 12 For I will demonstrate my mercy to them and will forgive their evil deeds, and never remember again their sins.”
1. There are 3 “I Will” statements
2. I will imbed my law within their thoughts and heart
3. I will be their loyal God
4. I will demonstrate mercy and forgive 
Ezekiel‬ ‭36‬:‭26‬-‭27‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them.”
1. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you
‭‭James‬ ‭4‬:‭4‬ ‭NKJV‬‬ “Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”
1. We were born into this world but we do not need to have friendship with it. As the Christs church we’ve been called to leave the world and joined with Christ. 
Tabernacles of God
Numbers 7:89 NKJV “Now when Moses went into the tabernacle of meeting to speak with Him, he heard the voice of One speaking to him from above the mercy seat that was on the ark of the Testimony, from between the two cherubim; thus He spoke to him.”
Numbers 12:4-8 NKJV “Suddenly the Lord said to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, “Come out, you three, to the tabernacle of meeting!” So the three came out. 5 Then the Lord came down in the pillar of cloud and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam. And they both went forward. 6 Then He said, “Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, make Myself known to him in a vision; I speak to him in a dream. 7 Not so with My servant Moses; He is faithful in all My house. 8 I speak with him face to face, Even plainly, and not in dark sayings; And he sees the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid To speak against My servant Moses?”
1. If our body is a temple then it is a place where God speaks directly. In our Spirits he is just as much alive as he was face to face with Moses, he is just as much present as when he addressed Aaron and Miriam. We need to become God conscious!
The Temple where the glory lives
II Chronicles 5:7, 13-14 NKJV “Then the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its place, into the inner sanctuary of the temple, to the Most Holy Place, under the wings of the cherubim. 13 indeed it came to pass, when the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the Lord, and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and praised the Lord, saying: “For He is good, For His mercy endures forever,” that the house, the house of the Lord, was filled with a cloud, 14 so that the priests could not continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house of God.”
1. The Temple was one of the most extravagant building projects ever constructed. It was built with approximately 7.5 million pounds of gold and 75 million pounds of silver — overlaid with precious materials and crafted with unmatched skill. 
2. Under the New Covenant, God no longer dwells in a building of gold and stone. He has chosen His people as His temple. We are now God’s house. Not covered in gold — but filled with His Spirit. Not adorned with silver — but inhabited by His glory. The same glory that once filled the Temple now lives within us.

