
Preparing to Minister
Preparing and Delivering a Sermon


II Timothy 4:2 NKJV - ”Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.“

Teach from the Word of God. (not books or other media)

Go directly to the source.  By deviating from the Word, it is possible to get off track with your doctrine and teaching.

2 Timothy 2:15 AMPC - ”Study and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself to God approved (tested by trial), a workman who has no cause to be ashamed, correctly analyzing and accurately dividing [rightly handling and skillfully teaching] the Word of Truth.“

KJV says - study to show yourself approved.

Don’t just grab a scripture here or there, study the scriptures out, and look up the words.

If you get something good out of a book or other teaching, study it out for yourself.  Make sure you have that confirmation on the inside from the Holy Spirit that this is correct. Then once you’ve studied it, once you’ve looked up the scripture references, then it becomes your revelation.  

It’s not another man’s revelation you are teaching; it needs to be your revelation!

Remember the seven sons of Sceva.  (Acts 19:14)  

 (If you quote someone in a message, limit it to 1 quote per message)  

Teach what you know, don’t try to teach what you don’t know.  

Nobody can teach the Word of God like you can!

John 14:26 NKJV - ”But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.“

Remember, you have a helper.  He is with you all the time and He is going to help you.

Take some time to pray about what to minister.  Pray in the Spirit.  Read your Bible.  Spend time with Him and He will bring you the message you need to teach.  And He will bring to your remembrance the things you’ve been taught.

Study and prepare and then rely on the Holy Spirit to help you deliver the message. 

Be confident.  You’ve studied, you’re prepared, you’ve spent time with the Lord, you are led by the Holy Spirit in your preparation, be confident, bold, and deliver the message.  It’s ok to be a little bit nervous.  That’s normal.  Being nervous doesn’t mean you aren’t in faith.  

Practical tips for ministering

Dress appropriately

You don’t want your clothing, what you are wearing or how you are wearing it, to be a distraction.  The most important thing isn’t what you are wearing, it’s the Word of God.  But if you are wearing something that is distracting, where people are sitting there looking at what you are wearing versus listening to the message, you didn’t dress appropriately.  

On occasion it is OK to dress to make a specific point in the message.  

Dress appropriately and dress nicely.  It’s better for you to be a little dressed up.  

Move and use your hands

Don’t just stand there like a stiff and read from your notes.  Move around a little bit.  You don’t have to move a lot, but use your hands, use the stage. Don’t act like a robot.  Try not to use the same gestures over and over again.

Voice Inflection

Do not be monotone, talking in the same tone over and over again.  

You can use voice inflection to make a point about something or place emphasis on something.  

This comes naturally for some people, but anyone can work on it and get better.

Tips for putting the sermon together:

“Tell them what you are going to tell them, then tell them, and then tell them what you told them”

Short Introduction - start off briefly introducing what you are teaching on.  This can be one or two sentences.
Body of material - this is the “meat” of what you are going to be teaching.  Be sure to list scriptures and examples where appropriate.  You can have points, or not, depending on your style of teaching.  
Conclusion and call to action - at the end of each teaching it is good to briefly summarize what the audience just heard to bring home the main points.  It is also good to have a “call to action”, which is simply challenging the listener to put into practice what they just heard.  

Use Examples

Examples are great teachable moments where people can relate and connect with the message being delivered.  Be sure to use relevant examples that are appropriate for the subject and audience.  (Know who is in the audience so that you know your examples are age/gender/etc appropriate)

Sermon Notes

There are various ways to make your notes.  But the main thing is you want notes that will help you!  You are not trying to impress anyone with your notes; nobody even has to see your notes.  

Some people just make an outline of what they want to say; others type out every single word they want to say.  You do what is comfortable for you in making notes.  You may find your style of notes will evolve as you continue to teach.  

Use colors and highlights to help identify things quickly in your notes.  

Examples in my notes are always in red letters.  This helps me to easily identify them.  Scriptures in my notes are always in blue letters.

Main points of emphasis are in bold letters.  If I really don’t want to miss a point or feel this is very important, I will also highlight it in yellow.      

You don’t have to follow my strategy but use colors that make sense for you.

You can print your notes on paper, or use an iPad, phone, whatever works for you.  But before you teach, make sure you have everything. Go through your notes ahead of time.

Winners tip:  Copy and Paste scriptures.  Don’t just write down a reference.  And don’t type them out yourself because you will mess up.

See yourself teaching

Imagine yourself up here teaching.  See yourself going through your points and people being engaged.

Proverbs 23:7 NKJV - ”For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. “Eat and drink!” he says to you, But his heart is not with you.“

Your imagination is powerful!  Imagine success, not failure.  Your imagination is your vision that will become a reality. 

Practicing teaching is a good thing.

Student Teaching

Each of you will teach for 15 minutes, and the rest of the students in the class will fill out an evaluation form.  (The 15 minutes is a hard cutoff so that we have time for all students to teach)

Teach on whatever topic the Lord puts on your heart.  Remember you only have 15 minutes, so you don’t have time to do a deep dive into many things.  You don’t have to go the full 15, you can do 10.

Feedback needs to be positive and encouraging.  






