The Acts of the Apostles
Week 1
Empowered by the Holy Spirit 
The book of Acts was written by the Luke who also wrote the gospel of Luke. It is believed that the gospel of Luke and the book of Acts were written around the same time or a little bit after, as the second volume of Luke's account.
The book of Luke recorded what Jesus did in His earthly ministry and the book of Acts shows us His continued ministry but this time it’s through people, its through the church. 
The word Acts is a Greek term, Praxeis. It means action. A deed, action, function, or practice. The full title of the book of Acts is Praxeis Apostolon- The Acts of the Apostles.
Mark 16:17 NKJV- And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

Healing and deliverance was a normal part of the early church, not some unusual practice as some churches and religions have made it. 
Jesus was our ultimate example. He healed people, He set people free, and He set the example for us to go and now we are to follow the model that He set. 
John 14:12 NKJV- “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.
Luke 24:49 NKJV — “Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.”
Luke ends with the promise of power, and Acts begins with the fulfillment of that promise.
Acts 1:1 NLT- In my first book I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and teach
The Gospels show us what Jesus began. Acts shows us the continuation of His ministry through the Church. 
Acts 1:4-5 NKJV- And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the 
If the apostles and the early church needed the power, so do we. 
Acts 1:8 NKJV- But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
Why do we need power? Because Jesus didn't commission the Church to accomplish a supernatural mission through natural ability.
The word power here is the Greek word dunamis, which means power, might, strength, or ability. It can also refer to miraculous power.
The Holy Spirit gives us an ability beyond our natural ability.
The Greek word for witness is martus- someone who testifies of what they have personally seen, heard, or experienced. 
We are to witness in word and deed to the truth of Jesus being alive in us, and let God be the one who convicts.
The role of a witness in the New Testament expands to include the proclamation of the Gospel and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
As believers, we are called to be witnesses. We are to witness in our speech but also deed, that means our actions. Not only should we tell people about the power of God, but we demonstrate it. 
1 Corinthians 2:4 NKJV- And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,
Proclamation or Teaching → Demonstration OR = People turning to God
Demonstration → Proclamation or Teaching= People turning to God
We need the empowerment of the Holy Spirit to be effective witnesses of Jesus.
Acts 1:21-22 NLT- “So now we must choose a replacement for Judas from among the men who were with us the entire time we were traveling with the Lord Jesus— 22 from the time he was baptized by John until the day he was taken from us. Whoever is chosen will join us as a witness of Jesus’ resurrection.”
Acts 2:1-4 NLT- On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. 2 Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.
The anointing, the power has come upon them, and they were filled with the Holy Spirit. And they started speaking in tongues as evidence of it. This is awesome! 
Acts 2:7-12 NLT- They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are all from Galilee, 8 and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages! 9 Here we are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, the province of Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the wonderful things God has done!” 12 They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other.
Acts 2:32 NLT- God raised Jesus from the dead, and we are all witnesses of this.
Acts 2:37 NLT- Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”
Acts 2:42-43 NKJV- And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.
The apostles were filled with the Holy Spirit, empowered by the Holy Spirit and immediately started witnessing, teaching, and signs and wonders were happening. 
There are people on the other side of our obedience who need what God has put inside of us.
Acts 10:38 NLT- And you know that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. Then Jesus went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.
Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit and power and went about doing good and healing those oppressed by the devil.
