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Week 2
The Blood Covenant
Intro to The Covenant: Part 2
Ephesians 2:12-13 NKJV- that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus, you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

Definition of Covenant: the strongest agreement or union between two parties based on trust, love, and differences; and if broken the punishment is death. 

A covenant is binding. It is not meant to be broken.

Genesis 15:6 AMP- Then Abram believed in (affirmed, trusted in, relied on, remained steadfast to) the LORD; and He counted (credited) it to him as righteousness (doing right in regard to God and man).

Abram gave himself completely to God. There was a loving trust that Abram had towards God the way a young baby is with his nursing mom. 

Abram believed what God promised. He believed God’s Word. 

Matthew 26:26-28 NKJV And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.”
27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.
Another term for the Blood Covenant or New Covenant is The Lord’s Table.

The Covenant Cutting Process

Key Elements in Ancient Covenants: 
A Representative was chosen: 
Each tribe would select a representative to stand on behalf of the entire group. This one person carried the identity, authority, and responsibility of the whole tribe. 
Whoever represented them carried the DNA and culture of that tribe. And whatever covenant was made automatically applied to everyone they represented, both the blessings and the curses.
An Appointed Time and Public Place: 
They set an appointed time and place. Usually, a large field where both nations and tribes can witness the covenant-cutting process. 

The Sacrifice and the Blood Path: 
Select a sacrificial animal for cutting and shedding of blood to create a blood path. 
Exchange in the Middle: 
Exchange symbolic items of what each tribe receives as a benefit for being in partnership with one another. 
They exchange belts, robes, weapons, names, blood, scars to show they are in covenant and have a big covenant meal with wine and bread.

The covenant partners never doubted their benefits or if they had access to them. They only receive them and take full advantage of every benefit as their need arise. 

A covenant is only as strong as the weakest member of it. 
Question 1: How did God cut a covenant with us? 
Galatians 3:16- Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises made. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as of many, but as of one, “And to your Seed,” who is Christ.
Galatians 3:17- And this I say that the law, which was four hundred and thirty years later, cannot annul the covenant that was confirmed before (Genesis 22:18) by God in Christ, that it should make the promise of no effect. 
God made the covenant with Jesus, not directly with humanity.
Genesis 15:12- Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, horror and great darkness fell upon him.
Vs 13-16 God is prophesying to him that his descendents are going to be slaves in Egypt. 
Abram fell into a deep sleep. Abram was not allowed to participate in this covenant. He was too weak, and a stronger better representative had to take his place.
Genesis 15:17- And it came to pass when the sun went down and it was dark, that behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that passed between those pieces. On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates
The smoking oven is the wrath of God poured on sin. The wrath of God that was poured on Jesus. 
The burning torch represents Jesus.
So, God the Father and Jesus Christ cut the covenant with each other. 
Question 2: How did we enter a covenant with God? 
We enter the covenant by being IN CHRIST. That is the only way. You are not in covenant with God apart from Jesus; you are in covenant with God because you are in Him.
How do we go from being outside of Christ to being IN CHRIST? You must be born again; you must put your faith in Jesus. 
Romans 10:9- If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
2 Corinthians 5:17 NKJV- Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold all things have become new.
1 Corinthians 6:17- But the person who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with him.
Joined with Christ: When you are born again, you are no longer just someone who believes in Jesus, you are joined to Him.
Everything that belongs to Him is now being imparted into your born-again spirit. 
You have covenant benefits through Christ. 
Everything that Christ secured in the covenant now belongs to you as you remain in Him.
John 15:5- “I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me, you can do nothing.  
Why? The reason we cannot do anything apart from Him is because we are not the ones who cut the covenant, Jesus did. Now that we are in Christ, we share in all He has. 
Before we move on to the steps of cutting the covenant, we must understand that God and Jesus cut the covenant with each other, period! 
Question 3: Why did God cut a covenant with us?
The motivation for the covenant is God's love for humanity.
John 3:16- “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Covenant- the strongest agreement or union between two parties based on trust, love, and differences and only broken by death.
