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Week 5
The Blood Covenant
The Covenant Exchange Part 2
Select a representative. 
They set an appointed time and place. Usually, a large field where both nations and tribes can witness the covenant-cutting process. 
John 19:17 And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha,
Select a sacrificial animal for cutting and shedding of blood to create a blood path:
Exchange symbolic items of what each tribe receives as a benefit for being in partnership with one another.
They exchange belts, robes, weapons, names, scars to show they are in covenant and have a big covenant meal with wine and bread. 
1 Corinthians 11:23-25 ESV- 3 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
Exchange of Robes is the change of identity. 
In order for you to step into what God is calling you to there must be a revelation in your heart and in your mind of who you are in Christ and this stems from understanding your covenant.
He took your identity and gave you his.
1 Corinthians 1:30 NLT- God has united you with Christ Jesus. For our benefit God made him to be wisdom itself. Christ made us right with God; he made us pure and holy, and he freed us from sin.
We are united with Him. Our identity is now in Him. He is righteous, so in Him we are righteous. He is holy, so in Him we are holy. These are not bold claims based on our performance. These are covenant claims based on our union with Christ.
Christ made us right with God. He made us pure and Holy and free of sin. 
2 Corinthians 5:17- Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.
Ephesians 1:3-5 NKJV- Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,
Exchange of Names 
Jesus was given The Name: Why? He took back authority, position for humanity on earth. 
Philippians 2:9-11 NLT- Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him The Name above all other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
John 16:23-24 NLT- At that time you won’t need to ask me for anything. I tell you the truth, you will ask the Father directly, and he will grant your request because you use my name. You haven’t done this before. Ask, using my name, and you will receive, and you will have abundant joy.
Jesus gave us His Name. 
Mark 16:17-18 NKJV- And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”
Exchange of Belts
The belts had the sword and bow, the weapons. This is symbolic of the exchange of strengths and weaknesses. 
1 Samuel 18:4- And Jonathan took off the robe that was on him and gave it to David, with his armor, even to his sword and his bow and his belt. 
Jonathan had a belt of a prince. David had a belt of a shepherd. We get the robe, the belt, and the strength of a King. We have nothing to offer Jesus in this exchange. This exchange makes His love for us even more magnificent.
2 Corinthians 12: 9-10- And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore, most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  Therefore, I take pleasure in infirmities(weakness), in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
What is grace? The power to do what I cannot do and the power to be who I can’t be. 
God’s strength is made perfect in our weakness. This is a clear example of covenant exchange. 
Exchange belts is whenever you need my strength, you call. I am obligated in the covenant to respond to your need. 
I then have the right to call on God for His strength. I have access to all His strength. 
David and Goliath 1 Samuel 17
Philippians 4:13- I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
Exchange of Weapons 
The swords that were on the belt. They now have in common their enemies. 
1 Samuel 18:4- And Jonathan took off the robe that was on him and gave it to David, with his armor, even to his sword and his bow and his belt.
God’s enemies are now my enemies: and our enemies are now God’s concern. 
My enemies are now God’s enemies.
Romans 12:19-21- Beloved do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him.
God will take on your enemies, flesh, and blood enemies.
You are on dangerous ground if you decided to attack somebody in the body of Christ. You will not win; we don’t attack one another.
Ephesians 6:12- For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Therefore, take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand. 
Saul on the road to Damascus.
Acts 9:1-6 AMPC- MEANWHILE SAUL, still drawing his breath hard from threatening and murderous desire against the disciples of the Lord went to the high priest.
2 And requested of him letters to the synagogues at Damascus [authorizing him] so that if he found any men or women belonging to the Way [of life as determined by faith in Jesus Christ], he might bring them bound [with chains] to Jerusalem.
3 Now as he traveled on, he came near to Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him,
4 And he fell to the ground. Then he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me [harassing, troubling, and molesting Me]?
5 And Saul said, who are You, Lord? And He said, I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is dangerous and it will turn out badly for you to keep kicking against the goad [to offer vain and perilous resistance].
6 Trembling and astonished he asked, Lord, what do You desire me to do? The Lord said to him, but arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.
Jesus has a very clear understanding of His covenant and had taken responsibility for the enemy of the church.
James 4:4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
Galatians 3:13-14 NKJV-  Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”), 14 that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
In the original covenant system, there were blessings for obedience and penalties for breaking covenant. Scripture teaches that Jesus took the curse for us.
But the benefits of covenant must be received by faith.
You cannot pretend to walk in covenant. Covenant is not automatic in experience just because it is available in Christ. It must be believed, received, and lived from.



