
The 5-Fold Ministry
Week 4
The Pastor

Ephesians 4:11-12 NKJV - And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 

Pastor - poimen (poymane) - Shepherd. 

A shepherd/pastor has oversight of the flock. 

John 10:11 NKJV - ““I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.”

Jesus is the head of the church; He is the good shepherd.  But He has placed shepherds in the church, under him, to oversee the people.  He wanted you to have a physical shepherd here on the earth.

John 10:12-13 NKJV - “But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care about the sheep.”
Hireling - wage worker.  (There for a paycheck) 
There are 2 types of people within the church. Sheep and Wolves.
Unfortunately, there are many hirelings out there with the title of Pastor.  People who thought it would be a good idea to be a pastor but are not anointed to be a pastor.  So, when the going gets tough, they are out.  People get hurt.  

Part of the responsibility of a Pastor is to protect the sheep.  

That’s why the shepherds carried a rod and a staff.  One was used to guide the sheep, and the other was used as a weapon to protect the sheep. 

How do you know a wolf from a sheep?  
Sheep are submissive to the authority of the shepherd and will accept correction (teachable). 

Wolves do not submit to authority because they want to be the authority, and wolves are not teachable because they know everything already.
1. A sheep is willing to submit to godly authority.
2. A sheep is teachable and willing to receive correction.
Acts 20:28 NKJV – “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”
This is what the shepherd does, oversees the flock.  
Sometimes scripture refers to a Pastor as an administrator, overseer, even a bishop.  
Administrator - one who oversees.

Acts 20:29–30 NKJV – “For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.”

Acts 20:31 NKJV- Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.

Read Psalms 23 with a shepherd in mind.  

Psalms 23:1-2 NKJV- “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters.”

A safe place is somewhere without a wolf.  Grean pastures are places where we are fed and receive nourishment. 

Psalms 23:3-5 NKJV - “He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness For His name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over.”

A pastor leads, provides, protects, and trains.  

A pastor will have a teaching gift in them in addition to being an overseer.
Jeremiah 3:15 NKJV- And I will give you shepherds according to My heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding.
So, a pastor’s primary responsibility is to oversee the flock, providing a safe place for them to feed, grow, and thrive.

Example of a NT Pastor:
Acts 15:13 NKJV - “And after they had become silent, James answered, saying, “Men and brethren, listen to me:”  
James was the Pastor of the church at Jerusalem.  James was the last one to speak. 

Acts 15:19-20 NKJV - “Therefore I judge that we should not trouble those from among the Gentiles who are turning to God, but that we write to them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from things strangled, and from blood.”

John 21:15-16 NKJV - “So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My sheep.””
As a sheep, you don't belong to your pastor. You belong to Jesus.
A pastor will have an anointing and a heart for God's people. They genuinely care about the sheep and want to see them become everything God has called them to be.
Matthew 9:36 NKJV- But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.
Sheep without a shepherd are in danger. 
A shepherd is going to have a special compassion and care for people. 
1 Peter 5:1-4 NLT- The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.
A pastor is a shepherd entrusted by Jesus to feed, lead, protect, oversee, and care for His sheep.
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Your rod and your staff,

they comfort me.





