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Week 1
The Blood Covenant
The Backstory
The Greek word for Covenant is diatheke. It is translated as both covenant and testament. 
The Hebrew word for Covenant is Berit, meaning a conditional or unconditional agreement, promise, or legal contract between parties. 
As disciples of Christ, it is important that we know, believe, and live from a position of a New Covenant son or daughter of God. 

Key Verse:
Ephesians 2:12-13 NKJV- that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus, you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

Covenant comes from the root word “to cut.” 

Definition of Covenant- the strongest agreement or union between two parties based on trust, love, and differences; and if broken the punishment is death.

You cut a covenant with someone based on love, trust and differences. 

A covenant is not a contract. 

Contracts are for protection of oneself and are written based on distrust and can be broken. 

A covenant is based on trust between both parties and the differences of both parties. It is binding. 

A covenant is only as strong as the weakest member of it. 

For this reason, God cut a covenant with Jesus and not with humanity. 

Hebrews 2:17 NLT- Therefore, it was necessary for him to be made in every respect like us, his brothers, and sisters, so that he could be our merciful and faithful High Priest before God. Then he could offer a sacrifice that would take away the sins of the people. 

God gave His only Son to become a man.

Philippians 2:7-9- But he did not try to remain equal with God. Instead, He gave up everything and became a slave, when he became like one of us. Christ was humble. He obeyed God and even died on a cross. Then God gave Christ the highest place and honored his name above all others. 
John 10:18 NLT- No one can take my life from me. I sacrifice it voluntarily. For I have the authority to lay it down when I want to and also to take it up again. For this is what my Father has commanded.” 
Why the need for a Covenant? We find the answer in Genesis. 
Psalm 115:16 NLT- The heavens belong to the LORD, but he has given the earth to all humanity.

God created everything and He created Earth for humanity. When God created man, he gave him both identity and purpose. 

God gave man dominion over all His creation.

The Truth, The Word of God, The Final Authority. 
Genesis 1:26-28 NKJV- Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God, He created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

God gave man a commandment. 

Genesis 2:16-17 NKJV- And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

The serpent’s deception. The Lie
Genesis 3:1 NKJV- Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?”

God didn’t tell them they couldn’t eat from every tree. He actually gave them access to all of it except one. The enemy takes what God said and twists it, making it sound restrictive instead of generous.




Woman’s understanding of God’s instruction.
Genesis 3:2 NKJV- And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree, which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.”

She added more to what God had instructed. 

Deuteronomy 4:2 NKJV- You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you.

Revelation 22:18-19 NKJV- For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

The Truth, The Word of God, The Final Authority. 
Genesis 2:16-17 NKJV- And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”


The Lie vs. Truth

The Lie:
Genesis 3:4-5 NKJV- Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

The serpent’s bold face lies. 

The Truth, The Word of God, The Final Authority: 
Genesis 1:26 NKJ V- Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
Adam and Eve were already like God. 
Genesis 2:16-17 NKJV- And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

Everything God said the devil said the opposite. The serpent attacked her identity and made her question her identity. 
The woman’s response to the lie.
Genesis 3:6 NKJV- So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 

James 1:13-15 NKJV-  Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.

Romans 1:32 ESV- Though they know God’s righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.

The fall of man
Genesis 3:7 NLT- At that moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So, they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.  

Ephesians 1:17-18 NKJV- that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 

Man loses his authority on the earth
Luke 4:5-6 BSB- Then the devil led Him up to a high place and showed Him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. “I will give You authority over all these kingdoms and all their glory,” he said. “For it has been relinquished to me, and I can give it to anyone I wish.

2 Corinthians 4:4 NLT- satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God. 

God created everything and He created Earth for humanity.

Psalm 115:16 NLT- The heavens belong to the LORD, but he has given the earth to all humanity.

A man gave away his authority so only a man can get it back. Since earth was given to humanity, only a human can rightfully fight to get authority back. 

Man’s authority must be won back by a blameless man1 Peter 3:18 NLT- Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely home to God. He suffered physical death, but he was raised to life in the Spirit
Hebrews 4:15 BSB- For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who was tempted in every way that we are yet was without sin. 
2 Corinthians 5:14 BSB- For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that One died for all, therefore all died. 
Hebrews 1:3 NKJV- who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. 
Hebrews 2:9 NLT- What we do see is Jesus, who for a little while was given a position “a little lower than the angels”; and because he suffered death for us, he is now “crowned with glory and honor.” Yes, by God’s grace, Jesus tasted death for everyone. 
Hebrews 2:14 NLT- Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—the Son also became flesh and blood. For only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could he break the power of the devil, who had the power of death. 
Hebrews 2:14 NKJV- Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 
Jesus gets full authority back for humanity. 
Jesus lived a perfect life by fulfilling all the laws of the Old Testament, or Old Covenant and died on the cross in our place as a human. 
He won back and took back all authority. 
Matthew 28:18 NKJV- Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. 

Ephesians 1:19-22 NLT- I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe him. This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms. Now he is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else—not only in this world but also in the world to come. God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made him head over all things for the benefit of the church. 

Colossians 2:15- And having disarmed the powers and authorities, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 
